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How Can You Help? 

• Give a gift TTSS 
membership to a wildlife or 

bird enthusiast. 

• Tell people about The 
Trumpeter Swan Society and 

let them know how critical 
member support is for the 

society’s mission. 

• “Like” us on Facebook and 
ask your friends to do the 

same. 

• Donate an “Adopt a Swan” 
certificate to a local 

elementary school and buy 
them a copy of E.B. White’s                       

Trumpet of the Swan. 

• Keep your own TTSS 
membership current. 

Since 1968:  
Assuring the Vitality and Welfare of Wild Trumpeter Swans 

Greetings	
  from	
  the	
  Associate	
  Director	
  
TTSS	
   Board	
   member	
   Dave	
  Myers	
   moved	
   to	
   Swan	
   Valley	
   to	
   enjoy	
   the	
   wildlife	
   and	
  
pristine	
  beauty	
  of	
  the	
  Upper	
  Snake	
  River	
  region	
  of	
  Idaho.	
  	
  Little	
  did	
  he	
  know	
  that	
  the	
  
town’s	
  name	
  would	
  symbolize	
  an	
  issue	
  he	
  would	
  come	
  to	
  be	
  passionate	
  about—the	
  
protection	
  and	
  restoration	
  of	
  Idaho’s	
  Trumpeter	
  Swans.	
  	
  

Three	
  years	
  ago,	
  when	
  Dave,	
  the	
  CEO	
  for	
  Papa	
  Murphy’s	
  pizza	
  franchises	
   in	
  several	
  
states,	
  discovered	
   an	
   injured	
  Trumpeter	
   Swan	
   tangled	
   in	
  his	
   fence,	
  he	
  didn’t	
  know	
  
much	
   about	
   swans.	
   But	
   the	
   adventure	
   of	
   rescuing	
   that	
   bird	
   led	
   to	
   meetings	
   and	
  
conversations	
  with	
  TTSS	
  staff,	
  a	
  greater	
  understanding	
  of	
  the	
  Trumpeter	
  Swan	
  story,	
  
and	
   a	
   personal	
   mission	
   to	
   remove	
   fences	
   from	
   his	
   and	
   his	
   neighbors’	
   properties.	
  	
  
Since	
   then,	
  Dave	
  has	
  become	
  a	
  Board	
  member	
  of	
  TTSS,	
  donated	
  generously	
   to	
  the	
  
Society,	
   recruited	
  several	
  new	
  members,	
  and	
  given	
  presentations	
  about	
  Trumpeter	
  
Swans	
  to	
  local	
  groups.	
  

This	
  summer,	
  Dave	
  offers	
  a	
  membership	
  challenge	
  so	
   that	
  more	
  people	
  can	
   learn	
  
about	
   Trumpeters.	
   He	
  will	
  match	
  dollar	
   for	
   dollar,	
   all	
   new	
  member	
  donations	
   to	
  
TTSS,	
   up	
   to	
   $5,000.	
  As	
   a	
   TTSS	
  Director,	
   he	
  knows	
  how	
  critical	
  members	
   are	
   to	
   the	
  
strength	
   of	
   TTSS.	
   We	
   operate	
   with	
   about	
   500	
   members	
   who	
   provide	
   essential	
  
financial	
   support	
   for	
   our	
   programs,	
   hours	
   of	
   volunteer	
   stewardship,	
  management,	
  
and	
  outreach	
  assistance.	
  Over	
  the	
  next	
  year,	
  we	
  hope	
  to	
  increase	
  our	
  membership	
  to	
  
750	
  or	
   even	
   1000	
   so	
   that	
  we	
   can	
   do	
  more	
   to	
   protect	
   Trumpeter	
   Swans	
   and	
   their	
  
habitats.	
  

TTSS	
   counts	
   biologists,	
   wildlife	
   managers,	
   and	
   waterfowl	
   specialists	
   among	
   its	
  
members.	
   Our	
   members	
   also	
   include	
   people	
   like	
   Dave	
   Myers,	
   who	
   have	
   had	
  
memorable	
  encounters	
  with	
  Trumpeter	
  Swans,	
  whether	
   in	
  a	
  crisis	
   situation	
  related	
  
to	
   fences	
   or	
   lead	
   poisoning,	
   or	
   as	
   an	
   extraordinary	
   experience	
   such	
   as	
   glimpsing	
  
swan	
  families.	
  If	
  each	
  of	
  our	
  current	
  members	
  recruited	
  just	
  one	
  new	
  member,	
  our	
  
membership	
  would	
  be	
  doubled	
  and	
  the	
  new	
  member	
  challenge	
  would	
  double	
  those	
  
donations.	
  Our	
  organization	
  would	
  be	
  more	
  than	
  twice	
  as	
  strong!	
  	
  

As	
  always,	
  thank	
  you	
  for	
  YOUR	
  member	
  support.	
  

Dave will MATCH  
Membership donations 

up to $5,000! 

Dave Myers 
removing fences 
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TRAVEL	
  WITH	
  TTSS	
  TO	
  SOUTHERN	
  CHILE	
  
1-­‐10	
  DECEMBER	
  2013	
  

Wetlands, Forests, Swans, Penguins, Andean Condors 
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Patagonia.	
  Highlights	
  of	
   the	
   trip	
  will	
   include	
  our	
   focus	
  on	
  
swans,	
   scenery	
   of	
   snow-­‐capped	
   peaks	
   of	
   the	
   Andes,	
  
seeing	
   three	
  species	
  of	
  penguins	
  at	
  nesting	
  colonies,	
  and	
  
finding	
  rare	
  geese	
  and	
  wading	
  birds	
  of	
  a	
  southern	
  affinity.	
  
We	
  will	
   also	
   see	
   forest-­‐associated	
   species	
   from	
   secretive	
  
tapaculos	
   to	
   Andean	
   Condors	
   and	
   impressive	
  Magellanic	
  
Woodpeckers.  

John	
   Cornely,	
   TTSS	
   Executive	
   Director,	
   will	
   host	
   a	
   small	
  
group.	
  Or	
  contact	
  our	
  partner	
  company:	
  	
  

Peg	
  Abbott,	
  Owner	
  
Naturalist	
  Journeys,	
  LLC	
  

peg@trumpeterswansociety.org	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  (866)900-­‐1146 
www.naturalistjourneys.com	
  

Hot	
  off	
  the	
  press!	
  

This	
  in-­‐depth	
  analysis	
  explores	
  factors	
  that	
  threatened	
  to	
  damage	
  the	
  recovery	
  of	
  Trumpeter	
  Swans	
  in	
  
the	
  Yellowstone	
  region	
   in	
   the	
  early	
  1980s.	
  Written	
   in	
  partnership	
  with	
  many	
  of	
   the	
  managers	
  of	
   the	
  
Rocky	
  Mountain	
  Population	
  of	
  Trumpeter	
  Swans,	
  this	
  detailed	
  monograph	
  was	
  distributed	
  primarily	
  to	
  
agencies	
   in	
   1987.	
   	
   Its	
   historical	
   summary,	
   analyses	
   of	
   long-­‐term	
   data	
   sets,	
   conclusions,	
   and	
  
management	
   recommendations	
   laid	
   much	
   of	
   the	
   foundation	
   for	
   subsequent	
   restoration	
   efforts	
  
including	
  termination	
  of	
  winter	
  feeding	
  and	
  the	
  extensive	
  range	
  expansion	
  efforts.	
  	
  Now,	
  through	
  this	
  
2nd	
  Edition,	
  The	
  Trumpeter	
  Swan	
  Society	
  has	
  made	
  this	
  historic	
  material	
  available	
  in	
  unaltered	
  form	
  to	
  
increase	
  understanding	
  of	
   this	
   iconic	
  population	
  and	
  the	
  efforts	
  to	
   restore	
   it	
   securely.	
  We	
  thank	
   the	
  
Summerlee	
  Foundation	
  for	
  helping	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  editing	
  and	
  republishing	
  of	
  this	
  important	
  material.	
  

Copies	
  are	
  available	
  for	
  sale	
  for	
  $17.95	
  +	
  shipping	
  through	
  Amazon	
  Books	
  (www.amazon.com/books).	
  	
  

North American Swans, The History, Ecology and Management of the Rocky 
Mountain Population of Trumpeter Swans (1931-86), Volume 34:1, 2nd Edition 

Co-Authored by 
Ms. Ruth Shea, Greater Yellowstone Coordinator and TTSS Board Member 

Dr. Oz Garton, Emeritus Professor of Fish and Wildlife Statistics (Retired), University of Idaho 
Dr. Joe Ball, Unit Leader, Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit (Retired), University of Montana 

 

Our	
  most	
  recent	
  volume	
  of	
  North American Swans	
  has	
  just	
  been	
  published.	
  	
  	
  

All	
  royalties	
  will	
  
fund	
  TTSS	
  
programs! 

TTSS	
  Welcomes	
  New	
  Members	
  
	
  

USA:	
  	
  Arizona:	
  Terry	
  Vaughan	
  –	
  Rimrock.	
  Colorado:	
  
Lois	
  Hales	
  –	
  Denver.	
  Massachusetts:	
  Carol	
  Lively	
  –	
  
Colrain.	
  Maryland:	
  Donald	
  &	
  Sibyl	
  Cochran	
  –	
  Easton.	
  
Michigan:	
  Joseph	
  Cadariu	
  –	
  Shelby	
  Township.	
  
Minnesota:	
  John	
  Ellis	
  –	
  Eden	
  Prairie.	
  Montana:	
  Jeffrey	
  
Nelson	
  –	
  Bozeman.	
  New	
  Jersey:	
  Kathy	
  &	
  Carl	
  
Woodward	
  –	
  Chatham.	
  Oregon:	
  Rod	
  Klus	
  –	
  Hines,	
  
Sheila	
  Settles	
  –	
  Corvallis.	
  Washington:	
  Lee	
  C.	
  Bennett	
  –	
  
Snohomish,	
  Cindy	
  Flanagan	
  –	
  Auburn,	
  Carlene	
  Hardt	
  –	
  
Spokane.	
  

Go green and help TTSS save $$ . . . Sign up for the eCopy of Trumpetings at www.trumpeterswansociety.org 
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We	
  still	
  have	
  several	
  openings	
  for	
  our	
  spectacular	
  tour	
  
of	
   Southern	
   Chile.	
   	
   Don’t	
   miss	
   this	
   once-­‐in-­‐a-­‐lifetime	
  
experience.	
  We	
  will	
  inaugurate	
  our	
  new	
  travel	
  program	
  
in	
   a	
   most	
   spectacular	
   setting	
   –	
   Southern	
   Chile!	
   	
   In	
  
2014,	
  we	
  are	
  planning	
  shorter	
  tours	
  to	
  the	
  Yellowstone	
  
Region,	
   the	
   Yukon,	
   and	
   Oregon’s	
   Malheur	
   country.	
  	
  
With	
  your	
  input,	
  we’ll	
  expand	
  this	
  list	
  in	
  future	
  years.	
  	
  

Join	
   us	
   to	
   explore	
   the	
  
inspiring	
   Chilean	
   Lake	
  
District,	
   wild	
   Chiloe	
  
Island,	
  and	
  remote	
  and	
  
beautiful	
   Patagonia,	
  
including	
   Tierra	
   del	
  
Fuego	
   and,	
   on	
   a	
   tour	
  

extension,	
  Torres	
  del	
  Paine	
  National	
  Park.	
  Two	
  species	
  
of	
   swans	
   occur	
   in	
   Southern	
   Chile	
   in	
   good	
   numbers	
   –	
  
the	
   elegant	
   Black-­‐necked	
   Swan	
   (Cygnus	
  
melancoryphus)	
   and	
   the	
   Coscoroba	
   Swan	
   (Coscoroba	
  
coscoroba),	
  a	
  monotypic	
  genus.	
  	
  	
  

Travel	
  with	
  TTSS	
  will	
  focus	
  on	
  wetlands	
  and	
  waterfowl.	
  
In	
  addition,	
  we	
  will	
  experience	
  other	
  birds,	
  wildlife,	
  and	
  
biodiversity	
   across	
   a	
   mix	
   of habitats	
   from	
   lush	
  
temperate	
   rainforests	
   to	
   the	
   windswept	
   steppes	
   of	
  

 Black-necked swans 
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The	
  Trumpeter	
  Swan	
  Society	
  Welcomes	
  New	
  Board	
  Members!	
   

1

Sara	
  Street	
  

Sara	
   is	
   the	
   Executive	
   Director	
   of	
   Wye	
   Marsh	
   Wildlife	
  
Centre,	
   located	
   on	
   3,000	
   acres	
   of	
   wetlands,	
   fen,	
   and	
  
forest	
   in	
   Midland,	
   Ontario	
   (near	
   Georgian	
   Bay).	
   	
   She	
  
leads	
   the	
   organization	
   in	
   its	
   mission	
   to	
   spark	
   a	
  
commitment	
   to	
   conserving	
   wetlands,	
   woodlands,	
   and	
  
wildlife	
  by	
   creating	
  exciting	
   learning	
  opportunities	
   in	
   a	
  
natural	
   setting.	
  Wye	
  Marsh	
  has	
  played	
  an	
   integral	
   role	
  
in	
   Trumpeter	
   Swan	
   restoration	
   since	
   biologist	
   Harry	
  
Lumsden	
  began	
   a	
   provincial	
   reintroduction	
  program	
   in	
  
the	
  early	
  1980s	
  to	
  reestablish	
  the	
  Trumpeter	
  Swan	
  in	
  its	
  
former	
   habitat	
   and	
   range.	
  Wye	
  Marsh	
  Wildlife	
   Centre	
  
became	
   a	
   cooperator	
   in	
   the	
   restoration	
   of	
   this	
  
magnificent	
  species	
   in	
  1989.	
  	
  Sara	
  began	
  work	
  with	
  the	
  
centre	
  as	
  a	
  volunteer	
  in	
  2008	
  and	
  then	
  as	
  an	
  employee	
  
in	
  2009.	
  She	
  took	
  on	
  stewardship	
  responsibilities	
  for	
  the	
  
organization	
   in	
   2011.	
   From	
   this	
   work,	
   Sara	
   brings	
  
organizational,	
  educational,	
  outreach,	
  stewardship,	
  and	
  
networking	
  skills	
  to	
  TTSS.	
  	
  

Sara	
   knows	
   Trumpeter	
   Swans	
   on	
   a	
   first-­‐hand	
   basis,	
  
having	
  worked	
  with	
   the	
   team	
  of	
  Bev	
  and	
  Ray	
  Kingdon,	
  
Kyna	
   Intini,	
   and	
   Julie	
   Kee	
   to	
   capture	
   and	
   mark	
  
Trumpeter	
   Swans	
   in	
   Ontario.	
   She	
   is	
   a	
   licensed	
   bird	
  
bander	
  and	
  participates	
   in	
   the	
  collection	
  of	
  Trumpeter	
  
Swan	
   carcasses	
   for	
   necropsy,	
  monitoring	
   the	
  health	
   of	
  
the	
   population	
   and	
   capturing	
   and	
   treating	
   injured	
  
swans.	
  	
  Sara	
  works	
  to	
  promote	
  public	
  awareness	
  about	
  
the	
  species	
  throughout	
  Ontario.	
  

Sara	
   holds	
   a	
   BS	
   in	
   Zoology	
   from	
   the	
   University	
   of	
  
Guelph	
   in	
   Ontario	
   and	
   has	
   completed	
   an	
   Ecosystem	
  
Management	
   Technology	
   Diploma	
   from	
   Sir	
   Sandford	
  
Fleming	
  College	
  in	
  Lindsay.	
  	
  

2

Jeff	
  Nelson	
  

Jeff	
   joined	
   the	
  World	
  Wildlife	
   Fund	
   	
   (WWF)	
   in	
   January	
  
2012	
  as	
  the	
  Deputy	
  Director	
  for	
  its	
  Northern	
  Great	
  Plains	
  
Program.	
   Prior	
   to	
   joining	
   WWF,	
   Jeff	
   was	
   with	
   Ducks	
  
Unlimited,	
  Inc.	
  (DU)	
  for	
  30	
  years,	
  12	
  of	
  them	
  in	
  Bismarck,	
  
North	
   Dakota,	
   where	
   he	
   expanded	
   the	
   Great	
   Plains	
  
program	
  by	
  tripling	
  personnel	
  and	
  fundraising	
  revenues.	
  	
  
Prior	
  to	
  that,	
  he	
  served	
  in	
  various	
  executive	
  positions	
  at	
  
the	
   National	
   Headquarters	
   of	
   DU,	
   including	
   Group	
  
Manager	
  and	
  Chief	
  Biologist	
  for	
  the	
  organization.	
  	
  He	
  and	
  
his	
  staff	
  were	
  recipients	
  of	
  several	
  awards.	
  

In	
   February	
   2008,	
   Jeff	
   was	
   appointed	
   CEO	
   of	
   Ducks	
  
Unlimited	
  Canada	
  (DUC)	
  where	
  he	
  led	
  a	
  staff	
  of	
  420	
  until	
  
his	
  retirement	
  in	
  the	
  fall	
  of	
  2011.	
  During	
  that	
  period,	
  Jeff	
  
restructured	
   the	
   executive	
   team	
   and	
   led	
   the	
  
development	
  of	
  long-­‐term	
  strategic	
  and	
  annual	
  business	
  
planning.	
  A	
  comprehensive	
  capital	
  campaign	
  by	
  DUC	
  was	
  
completed	
  under	
  his	
  tenure,	
  generating	
  nearly	
  $600M	
  as	
  
part	
   of	
   a	
   continental	
   campaign.	
  While	
   there,	
   he	
   served	
  
on	
   the	
   Boards	
   of	
   Ducks	
   Unlimited	
   Canada	
   and	
  Wildlife	
  
Habitat	
  Canada.	
  

A	
   scientist	
   by	
   training,	
   Jeff	
   received	
   an	
   MS	
   in	
   Wildlife	
  
Ecology	
  from	
  Utah	
  State	
  University	
  and	
  did	
  his	
  field	
  work	
  
at	
  the	
  Delta	
  Waterfowl	
  and	
  Wetlands	
  Research	
  Station	
  in	
  
Portage	
  la	
  Prairie,	
  Manitoba.	
  	
  He	
  brought	
  his	
  fundraising	
  
experience,	
   strategic	
   planning	
   skills,	
   and	
   continental	
  
network	
  to	
  WWF	
  where	
  he	
  is	
  now	
  leading	
  efforts	
  toward	
  
on-­‐the-­‐ground	
   conservation	
   in	
   the	
   Northern	
   Great	
  
Plains.	
   Jeff	
   is	
   focused	
   on	
   growing	
   relationships	
   with	
  
conservation	
   groups,	
   public	
   agencies,	
   and	
   tribes,	
   while	
  
forming	
   new	
   partnerships	
   with	
   rural	
   communities,	
  
landowners,	
  and	
  sportsman	
  organizations.	
  

The	
  Trumpeter	
  Swan	
  Society	
  is	
  pleased	
  to	
  announce	
  two	
  new	
  Directors	
  have	
  joined	
  the	
  Board	
  to	
  lead	
  the	
  Society	
  in	
  its	
  
dynamic	
  endeavors	
  to	
  assure	
  the	
  vitality	
  and	
  welfare	
  of	
  wild	
  Trumpeter	
  Swans. 

Peg	
  Abbott,	
  who	
  has	
  been	
  the	
  designer/producer	
  of	
  Trumpetings	
  for	
  the	
  last	
  few	
  years,	
  has	
  
taken	
  on	
  new	
  challenges	
  in	
  her	
  business	
  that	
  prevent	
  her	
  from	
  continuing	
  her	
  active	
  role	
  
with	
  TTSS.	
  	
  She	
  greatly	
  improved	
  our	
  newsletter	
  and	
  initiated	
  E-­‐News	
  and	
  a	
  blog.	
  She	
  also	
  
got	
  our	
  Trumpeter	
  Watch	
  project	
  pilot	
  up	
  and	
  running.	
  	
  Peg	
  will	
  continue	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  valued	
  
partner	
  with	
  the	
  fledgling	
  TTSS	
  Travel	
  Program.	
  	
  	
  

Thanks,	
  Peg,	
  for	
  your	
  outstanding	
  work	
  for	
  Trumpeters	
  and	
  TTSS! 
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 Flying upriver 

Great	
  Rivers	
  Trumpeter	
  Watch 
Lane Richter, Audubon Center at Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary 
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As	
   part	
   of	
   the	
   Great	
   Rivers	
   Trumpeter	
   Watch	
  
program,	
   volunteers	
   in	
   Missouri	
   and	
   Illinois	
   have	
  
contributed	
   235	
   hours	
   to	
   help	
   better	
   understand	
  
Trumpeter	
  Swans	
   in	
   the	
   greater	
  Riverlands	
  area.	
  The	
  
Riverlands	
   Migratory	
   Bird	
   Sanctuary	
   along	
   the	
  
Mississippi	
   River	
   in	
   St.	
   Charles	
   County,	
   Missouri,	
  
appears	
   to	
   be	
   the	
   one	
   of	
   the	
   most	
   important	
  
wintering	
   sites	
   for	
   the	
   Interior	
   Population	
   of	
  
Trumpeter	
  Swans.	
  	
  

A	
  monitoring	
  program	
  began	
  in	
  2011	
  as	
  a	
  cooperative	
  
venture	
   between	
   the	
   St.	
   Louis	
   Audubon	
   Society,	
   the	
  
Audubon	
   Center	
   at	
   the	
   Riverlands	
   Migratory	
   Bird	
  
Sanctuary,	
   the	
   U.S.	
   Corps	
   of	
   Engineers	
   River	
   Project	
  
Office	
  (USCE),	
  the	
  Audubon	
  Society	
  of	
  Missouri	
  (ASM)	
  
and	
  The	
  Trumpeter	
  Swan	
  Society.	
  	
  

This	
  year’s	
   season	
  of	
  monitoring	
  Trumpeter	
  Swans	
   in	
  
the	
   Great	
   Rivers	
   Confluence	
   area	
   has	
   been	
  
completed.	
  The	
  group	
  was	
  able	
  to	
  expand	
  coverage	
  to	
  
several	
  new	
  locations	
  on	
  the	
  Illinois	
   side	
  of	
   the	
   river.	
  
By	
  identifying	
  marked	
  swans	
  at	
  several	
  locations	
  they	
  
now	
   have	
   a	
   better	
   understanding	
   of	
   patterns	
   of	
  
habitat	
   use	
   and	
   movement	
   by	
   Trumpeter	
   Swans,	
  
observing	
   that,	
   as	
   temperatures	
   and	
   conditions	
  
fluctuated	
   this	
   winter,	
   several	
   swans	
   have	
   moved	
  
between	
   three	
   locations:	
   Edwardsville,	
   Riverlands,	
  
and	
  Creve	
  Coeur.	
  While	
  many	
  of	
  the	
  swans	
  arrived	
  in	
  
the	
  Great	
  Rivers	
  Confluence	
  in	
  mid-­‐December,	
  others	
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like	
  marked	
  birds	
  57Y	
  and	
  54Y	
  arrived	
   in	
  early	
  November	
  
and	
  were	
  seen	
  at	
  one	
  of	
  our	
  monitoring	
  locations	
  until	
  the	
  
beginning	
  of	
  February.	
  	
  

This	
  year,	
   22	
   participants	
   recorded	
  observations	
   on	
   1773	
  
Trumpeter	
   Swans	
   (~300	
  more	
   swans	
   than	
   last	
   year)	
   over	
  	
  
8	
   monitoring	
   periods.	
   The	
   high	
   counts	
   for	
   the	
   area	
  
occurred	
  between	
  mid-­‐December	
  and	
  mid-­‐January,	
  similar	
  
in	
   timing	
   to	
   last	
   year,	
   and	
   the	
   Riverlands	
  Migratory	
   Bird	
  
Sanctuary	
   had	
   over	
   half	
   the	
   observations	
   with	
   940	
  
Trumpeters.	
   Observers	
   covered	
   additional	
   areas	
   in	
  
Missouri	
   for	
   a	
   January	
   statewide	
   effort,	
   reporting	
   436	
  
Trumpeters	
  in	
  Missouri	
  during	
  that	
  period.	
  

The	
   majority	
   of	
   Trumpeter	
   Swans	
   were	
   observed	
   in	
  
wetlands	
  with	
  plants	
   (610),	
   followed	
  by	
  crop	
   fields	
   (441),	
  
open	
   water	
   (236),	
   and	
   wetlands	
   without	
   plants	
   (160).	
  
When	
   Trumpeter	
   Swans	
   were	
   observed	
   with	
   other	
  
waterfowl	
   they	
   were	
   seen	
   with	
   Mallards	
   (13	
   times),	
  
Canada	
   Geese	
   (12	
   times),	
   Greater	
   White-­‐fronted	
   Geese	
  	
  	
  
(4	
   times),	
   Snow	
   Geese	
   (3	
   times),	
   Northern	
   Shovelers	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
(3	
   times),	
   and	
   an	
   assortment	
   of	
   other	
   dabblers	
   or	
   divers	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
(9	
  occasions).  

	
  
Thirty-­‐four	
   collared	
   Trumpeters	
   were	
   observed,	
   and	
  
preliminary	
  findings	
  reveal	
  that	
  the	
  majority	
  of	
  these	
  were	
  
banded	
   in	
   nine	
  different	
   counties	
   in	
  Wisconsin.	
   	
   Records	
  
are	
  from	
  birds	
  collared	
  in	
  the	
  year	
  2000-­‐2011.	
  	
  	
  

This year’s efforts were coordinated by Lane Richters of the Audubon Center at Riverlands and Pat Leuders of St. Louis 
Audubon Society. Volunteers: Connie Alwood, Dave Dean, Jean Favara, Chris Gerli, Dency Khan, Ed Leutwiler, Pat 
Lueders, Sara Rekart, Matt Schamberger, Julie Schnuck, Jean Siesener, John Solodar, and Marv Staloch, Bernie Favara, 
Chrissy McClaren. Matt Magoc. Erin Hilligoss-Volkmann, and Valerie Whitney. Program staff and advisors: Charlie Deutsch 
(USCE), Jane Drake (ACR), Lane Richter (ACR), Ben McGuire (ACR), Dr. Patricia Hagen (ACR), and Peg Abbott (TTSS).   

Give a TTSS membership during the Membership Challenge … Join online at 
www.trumpeterswansociety.org 
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In	
  2002,	
   the	
   Pacific	
  Flyway	
  Council	
  adopted	
   the	
  Rocky	
  
Mountain	
  Population	
  Trumpeter	
  Swan	
  Implementation	
  
Plan	
   (TSIP),	
   which	
   included	
   a	
   goal	
   to	
   increase	
   the	
  
number	
   of	
   breeding	
   pairs	
   of	
   Trumpeter	
   Swans	
   in	
  
suitable	
   habitats.	
   With	
   the	
   US	
   flocks	
   of	
   the	
   Rocky	
  
Mountain	
   Population	
   (RMP)	
   of	
   Trumpeters	
   in	
   decline,	
  
state	
  conservation	
  agencies	
  in	
  Montana,	
  Wyoming,	
  and	
  
Idaho	
   agreed	
   that	
   increased	
   efforts	
   to	
   restore	
   these	
  
birds	
  were	
  needed.	
   The	
   goal	
   of	
   the	
   TSIP	
   is	
   to	
   provide	
  
more	
   detailed	
   guidelines	
   to	
   facilitate	
   implementation	
  
of	
   the	
   Flyway	
  Management	
   Plan	
   for	
   Rocky	
   Mountain	
  
Trumpeter	
   Swans.	
   Montana	
   Fish,	
   Wildlife	
   and	
   Parks	
  
(MTFWP)	
   as	
   the	
   primary	
   agency	
   responsible	
   to	
  
implement	
   the	
   RMP	
   Plan	
   for	
   Montana,	
   has	
   been	
  
working	
   to	
   develop	
   suitable	
   breeding	
   areas	
   and	
  
partnerships	
   to	
   support	
   restoration	
   efforts.	
   	
   Ongoing	
  
programs	
   in	
   the	
   Flathead	
   and	
   Blackfoot	
   Valleys	
   of	
  
Montana	
   and	
   the	
   Green	
   River	
   Valley	
   of	
   Wyoming,	
  
among	
  others,	
  have	
  all	
  been	
  successful	
   in	
  establishing	
  
wild	
  nesting	
  pairs	
  of	
  Trumpeter	
  Swans.	
  	
  

In	
   2011,	
   MTFWP	
   Region	
   3,	
   in	
   collaboration	
   with	
   the	
  
Montana	
   Wetlands	
   Legacy	
   Partnership,	
   through	
   its	
  
wetland	
   restoration	
   efforts	
   in	
   the	
   Madison	
   Valley,	
  
proposed	
   to	
   increase	
   the	
   geographic	
   extent	
   of	
   the	
  
Montana	
   Trumpeter	
   Swan	
   restoration	
   program	
   by	
  
releasing	
   captive-­‐reared	
  swans	
   in	
   the	
  middle	
  Madison	
  
Valley.	
   After	
   extensive	
   evaluations	
   of	
   the	
   valley’s	
  
wetland	
   complexes,	
   it	
   was	
   proposed	
   that	
   the	
   initial	
  

release	
  site	
  would	
  be	
  the	
  O’Dell	
  Creek	
  Headwaters,	
  an	
  
8,000-­‐acre	
   area	
   of	
   wetlands,	
   spring	
   creeks,	
   and	
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streams	
   on	
   the	
   east	
   side	
   of	
   the	
  Madison	
   River	
   south	
   of	
  
Ennis.	
   One	
   objective	
   of	
   this	
   work	
   is	
   to	
   provide	
   nesting	
  
habitat	
   for	
   Trumpeters	
   in	
   the	
   O’Dell	
   Creek	
   Headwaters	
  
area,	
  in	
  hopes	
  that	
  they	
  will	
  pioneer	
  into	
  suitable	
  wetlands	
  
throughout	
  the	
  Madison	
  Valley.	
  

The	
   first	
   year	
   of	
   Trumpeter	
   Swan	
   releases	
   in	
   the	
   middle	
  
Madison	
  was	
  2012.	
  A	
  soft-­‐release method	
  was	
  used	
  with	
  
swans	
   released	
   into	
   a	
   large	
  enclosure.	
  The	
   first	
  year,	
   five	
  
70-­‐day-­‐old	
  cygnets	
  and	
  one	
  adult	
  bird	
  were	
  obtained	
  from	
  
the	
  Wyoming	
  Wetlands	
   Society.	
   The	
   cygnets	
   were	
   fitted	
  
with	
   metal	
   and	
   red-­‐plastic	
   alphanumeric	
   leg	
   bands	
   for	
  
identification	
   purposes	
   (no	
   collars	
   were	
   deployed).	
   Birds	
  
were	
  released	
  on	
  15	
  August	
  2012	
  and	
  were	
  monitored	
  two	
  
to	
  three	
  times	
  a	
  week.	
  On	
  11	
  September	
  2012,	
  one	
  cygnet	
  
was	
   observed	
   flying	
   and	
   the	
   soft-­‐release	
   pen	
   was	
  
subsequently	
   removed.	
   	
   Following	
   fence	
   removal,	
   all	
   five	
  
cygnets	
  were	
   observed	
   flying	
  and	
   feeding	
  in	
  the	
  wetlands	
  
adjacent	
   to	
   the	
   release	
   site.	
   In	
   October,	
   November,	
   and	
  
December,	
   and	
   again	
   in	
   March	
   2013,	
   they	
   were	
   seen	
  
flying	
  3	
   miles	
   south	
   to	
   other	
   wetlands.	
   They	
   were	
  
observed	
  mostly	
   remaining	
   as	
   the	
   group	
   of	
   five	
   cygnets,	
  
but	
  were	
  also	
  seen	
  throughout	
  the	
  fall	
  in	
  association	
  with	
  
an	
   unmarked	
   adult	
   Trumpeter.	
   One	
   of	
   the	
   cygnets	
   was	
  
found	
   dead	
   at	
   the	
   release	
   site	
   in	
   March	
   2013.	
   	
   We	
   are	
  
currently	
   awaiting	
   pathological	
   results	
   from	
   the	
   MTFWP	
  
state	
   necropsy	
   lab	
   in	
   Bozeman.	
   	
   Preliminary	
   results	
  
indicate	
   that	
   the	
   bird	
   was	
   emaciated	
   and	
   had	
   a	
   heavy	
  
tapeworm	
  parasite	
  load.	
  	
  	
  

Middle	
  Madison	
  Valley	
  Montana	
  Trumpeter	
  Swan	
  Restoration	
  Project	
  
Claire Gower, Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks, and Tom Hinz, Montana Wetlands Legacy Partnership 

Five 70-day old cygnets and the surrogate adult bird (2012) 

 Five yearling birds (2013) 

(Continued,	
  next	
  page)	
  

Tell people about TTSS … let them know how critical member support is for the 
society’s mission … when they join, Dave will match 1:1 



 

 
6 

Trumpetings	
  Vol.	
  XXIII	
  No.	
  2 August	
  2013	
  

1

A	
  proposal	
  to	
  release	
  five	
  yearlings	
  at	
   the	
  site	
   in	
  2013	
  
was	
   approved	
   by	
   the	
   Pacific	
   Flyway	
   RMP	
   Trumpeter	
  
Swan	
  Subcommittee	
  and	
   the	
  Pacific	
  Flyway	
  Council.	
  A	
  
soft-­‐release	
   pen	
   was	
   again	
   erected	
   and	
   birds	
   were	
  
marked	
   with	
   metal	
   USGS	
   leg	
   bands	
  
and	
  red-­‐plastic	
  leg	
  bands	
  and	
  collars	
  
matching	
   alphanumeric	
   codes.	
   	
   On	
  
14	
   June	
  2013,	
  five	
  flightless	
  yearling	
  
birds	
  were	
  released.	
  The	
  release	
  pen	
  
was	
   taken	
   down	
   on	
   8	
   July	
   when	
  
birds	
   started	
   to	
  show	
   some	
   signs	
  of	
  
flying.	
   Swans,	
   presumed	
   to	
   be	
   the	
  
2012-­‐release	
   Trumpeters,	
   were	
  
observed	
   flying	
   in	
   and	
   out	
   of	
   the	
  
enclosure	
   on	
   numerous	
   occasions.	
  
Shortly	
   after	
   the	
   fence	
   was	
   removed,	
   the	
   released	
  
birds	
  mingled	
  with	
   other	
   swans	
   and	
   started	
   to	
   utilize	
  
the	
  entire	
  pond	
  complex	
  at	
  the	
  project	
  area.	
  

MTFWP	
  and	
  project	
  partners	
  will	
   continue	
   to	
  monitor	
  
status	
  of	
  release	
  birds	
  to	
  assess	
  progress	
  of	
  the	
  project.	
  	
  
The	
   objective	
   of	
   the	
   work	
   is	
   to	
   release	
   five	
   birds	
  
annually,	
   with	
   the	
   goal	
   of	
   five	
   nesting	
   pairs	
   within	
   a	
  	
  	
  	
  
5-­‐year	
  time	
  frame.	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Nesting	
  Summary:  Again	
  this	
  year,	
  we	
  continued	
  our	
  
partnership	
  with	
   the	
   Caribou-­‐Targhee	
   National	
   Forest	
  
(NF),	
   US	
   Fish	
   and	
   Wildlife	
   Service	
   (FWS),	
   and	
   Idaho	
  
Department	
   of	
   Fish	
   and	
   Game	
  to	
   monitor	
   Trumpeter	
  
Swan	
   nesting	
   territories	
   from	
   the	
   Idaho/Montana	
  
border	
   south	
   to	
   the	
   South	
   Fork	
   of	
   the	
   Snake	
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River.	
  	
   Adonia	
   Henry,	
   working	
   on	
   contract	
   to	
   TTSS,	
   flew	
  
aerial	
   surveys	
   in	
   late	
   May	
   and	
   early	
   July	
   to	
   document	
  
territory	
   occupancy,	
   active	
   nests,	
   hatching	
   success,	
   and	
  
early	
   brood	
   size.	
  	
   FWS	
   flew	
   similar	
   surveys	
   of	
   their	
  

National	
   Wildlife	
   Refuges	
   (NWR)	
  
(Camas,	
   Grays	
   Lake,	
   Bear	
   Lake),	
  
state	
   wildlife	
   management	
   areas	
  
(WMA)	
   at	
   Mud	
   Lake	
   and	
   Market	
  
Lake,	
   and	
   the	
   Fort	
   Hall	
   area.	
  	
   To	
  
assess	
   total	
   nesting	
   in	
   Idaho,	
   we	
  
then	
  combined	
  the	
  results	
  of	
  all	
  the	
  
aerial	
   surveys	
   and	
   supplemental	
  
ground	
  observations. 

This	
   year,	
  only	
  12	
   active	
   nests,	
   11	
  
successful	
   nests,	
   and	
   32	
   cygnets	
  

were	
   found.	
   	
  Of	
   these,	
   five	
   nests	
  were	
   in	
   Island	
  Park	
  and	
  
Caribou-­‐Targhee	
   NF	
   and	
   hatched	
   19	
   cygnets.	
  	
   Of	
   the	
  
7	
  nests	
   at	
   Camas	
   NWR	
   (2),	
   Market	
   	
   Lake	
   WMA	
   (1),	
   and	
  
Grays	
   Lake	
   NWR	
   (4),	
   a	
   total	
   of	
   13	
   cygnets	
   were	
  
hatched.	
  	
  	
  Harriman	
  State	
  Park	
  and	
  Swan	
  Lake	
  played	
  their	
  
usual	
  crucial	
  role,	
  hatching	
  14	
  of	
  Idaho’s	
  32	
  cygnets.	
   

This	
  has	
  been	
  a	
  very	
  poor	
  year	
  for	
  nesting	
  in	
  Idaho.	
  	
  Since	
  
1994,	
   when	
   the	
   Idaho	
   Flock	
   had	
   recovered	
   from	
   the	
  
translocation	
   of	
   many	
   Trumpeters	
   to	
   other	
   areas	
   and	
  
termination	
  of	
  winter	
  feeding	
  at	
  Red	
  Rock	
  Lakes	
  NWR,	
  the	
  
flock	
   has	
   averaged	
   21.6	
   active	
   nests	
   per	
   year	
   and	
   45.2	
  
cygnets	
   hatched	
   per	
   year.	
  	
   Of	
   particular	
   concern,	
   there	
  
was	
   either	
   no	
   nesting	
   at	
   all	
   or	
   early	
   failure	
   at	
   both	
   Bear	
  
Lake	
   NWR	
   and	
   Sand	
   Creek	
  WMA.	
  	
   There	
   were	
   only	
   four	
  
nests	
  at	
  Grays	
  Lake	
  NWR,	
  which	
  has	
  held	
  8-­‐10	
  nests	
  in	
  past	
  
years.	
   	
  The	
   recent	
   trend	
   of	
   declining	
   nesting	
   and	
   adult	
  
numbers	
   in	
   Idaho’s	
   expansion	
   area	
   south	
   of	
   Idaho	
   Falls	
  
seems	
   to	
   be	
   continuing.	
  	
   Idaho’s	
   nesting	
   territories,	
   even	
  
those	
   within	
   federal	
   refuges	
   and	
   state	
   wildlife	
  
management	
   areas,	
   are	
   plagued	
   with	
   problems	
   ranging	
  
from	
   inadequate	
   water	
   levels	
   to	
   disturbance	
   from	
  
fishermen.	
  	
   Cygnet	
   production	
   fluctuates	
   considerably	
  
from	
  year	
  to	
  year.	
  	
  However,	
  the	
  downward	
  trend	
  in	
  adult	
  
numbers	
  and	
  nesting	
  pairs	
   in	
   Idaho,	
  combined	
  with	
  ever-­‐
increasing	
  human	
  pressures	
  on	
  the	
  limited	
  nesting	
  habitat	
  
and	
   water	
   supply,	
   are	
   raising	
   concern	
   for	
   the	
   future	
  
viability	
  of	
  this	
  nesting	
  flock.	
  

(Montana	
  Update,	
  continued)	
  

From	
  the	
  Field:	
  Idaho	
  Update 
Ruth Shea, Greater Yellowstone Coordinator  

(Continued,	
  next	
  page)	
  

Nesting in Greater Yellowstone  

Just one cygnet 
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Teton	
  Basin	
  Cygnet	
  Releases:  Efforts	
  to	
  maintain	
  a	
  viable	
  Trumpeter	
  nesting	
  flock	
  in	
  Idaho	
  will	
  begin	
  a	
  new	
  phase	
  in	
  
August,	
  with	
   the	
   release	
  of	
   five	
  70-­‐day-­‐old	
  cygnets	
   in	
  Teton	
  Basin.	
   	
  This	
  will	
   be	
   the	
   first	
   release	
   in	
  a	
  4-­‐year	
   program	
  
approved	
  by	
  the	
  Pacific	
  Flyway	
  Council	
  to	
  develop	
  a	
  new	
  nesting	
  area	
  in	
  Eastern	
  Idaho.	
  	
  The	
  goal	
  of	
   the	
  project	
   is	
  to	
  

develop	
  nesting	
  and	
  summer	
  use	
  by	
  subadults	
   in	
   the	
  valley.	
  	
  This	
  will	
  also	
  help	
  
increase	
  connectivity	
  among	
  swans	
  from	
  the	
  historic	
  nesting	
  areas	
  to	
  the	
  north	
  
in	
   Island	
   Park	
   and	
   the	
   expansion	
   nesting	
   areas	
   in	
   southern	
   Idaho.	
  	
   In	
   recent	
  
years,	
   Idaho	
   has	
   not	
   had	
   enough	
   surplus	
   subadult	
   Trumpeters	
   to	
   pioneer	
   into	
  
this	
  area	
  and	
   there	
   is	
   concern	
   that	
   the	
  southern	
  expansion	
   flocks	
  may	
  become	
  
isolated.	
  	
   Improved	
   connectivity	
   of	
   swans	
   from	
   different	
   areas	
   should	
   help	
  
maintain	
   or	
   enhance	
   genetic	
   diversity.	
   	
   This	
   project	
   will	
   introduce	
   Trumpeter	
  
Swans	
   into	
   privately	
   owned	
   wetlands	
   that	
   have	
   significantly	
  
increased	
  in	
  size	
  and	
  quality	
  in	
  recent	
  years	
  due	
  largely	
  to	
  the	
  
efforts	
   of	
   the	
   Teton	
   Regional	
   Land	
   Trust	
   (TRLT).	
   	
   TRLT	
   in	
  

partnership	
  with	
  the	
  Wyoming	
  Wetlands	
  Society,	
   Intermountain	
  Aquatics,	
  IDFG,	
  FWS,	
  and	
  TTSS	
  are	
  
working	
   together	
   to	
   establish	
   nesting	
   pairs	
   and	
   summering	
   subadults	
   in	
   the	
   valley	
   to	
   fill	
   this	
  
significant	
  gap	
  in	
  the	
  range	
  of	
  the	
  Idaho	
  Flock.	
  Public	
   interest	
  in	
  the	
  effort	
   is	
  high.	
  	
  We	
  are	
  hopeful	
  
that	
   the	
   project	
   will	
   focus	
   attention	
   on	
   the	
   threats	
   to	
   the	
   viability	
   of	
   the	
   Idaho	
   Flock	
   and	
   the	
  
importance	
  of	
  protecting	
  and	
  improving	
  wetlands	
  in	
  Eastern	
  Idaho.  

(Idaho	
  Update,	
  continued)	
  

Juveniles and subadults  

A swan was here  

The	
  5th	
  International	
  Swan	
  Symposium	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Easton,	
  Maryland	
  	
  	
  	
  3-­‐6	
  February	
  2014	
  
Plan Now To Attend 

	
  The	
  5th	
   International	
   Swan	
   Symposium	
   is	
   being	
  hosted	
  
by	
   The	
   Trumpeter	
   Swan	
   Society	
   and	
   will	
   also	
   serve	
   as	
  
the	
  23rd	
  Trumpeter	
  Swan	
  Society	
  Conference.	
  Mark	
  your	
  
calendar	
   to	
   join	
   us	
   on	
   the	
   historic	
   Eastern	
   Shore	
   of	
  
Chesapeake	
   Bay,	
   famous	
   for	
   waterfowl,	
   other	
  
waterbirds,	
  and	
  wetland	
  resources.	
  

The	
   International	
   Swan	
   Symposium	
   (ISS)	
   will	
   feature	
  
three	
  days	
  of	
  contributed	
  scientific	
  papers,	
  posters,	
  and	
  
workshops,	
  with	
  a	
  field	
  trip	
  to	
  view	
  thousands	
  of	
  Tundra	
  
Swans	
   on	
   the	
   second	
   or	
   third	
   day	
   of	
   the	
   meeting.	
  An	
  
optional	
  field	
  trip	
  or	
  trips	
  may	
  also	
  be	
  organized.	
  	
  	
  

The	
   symposium	
   will	
   be	
   held	
   in	
   Easton,	
   Maryland,	
   at	
  
the	
  Tidewater	
  Inn	
  (www.tidewaterinn.com).	
  A	
  block	
  of	
  
rooms	
   has	
   been	
   reserved	
   at	
   the	
   rate	
   of	
   $105.00	
   for	
  
single	
   and	
   double	
   occupancy.	
   Main	
   airports	
   for	
   this	
  
venue	
   are	
   Baltimore/Washington	
   International	
   and	
  
Dulles	
   International.	
  Registration	
  fees	
  also	
  have	
  yet	
  to	
  
be	
   determined,	
   but	
   we	
   hope	
   to	
   offer	
   discounts	
   for	
  
early	
  registration	
  and	
  students.	
  Join	
   the	
  world’s	
   swan	
  
experts	
   and	
   help	
   make	
   the	
   5th	
   International	
   Swan	
  
Symposium	
   a	
   great	
   success.	
   Check	
   for	
   the	
   latest	
  
information	
  at	
  www.trumpeterswansociety.org.	
  

PHOTO	
  CREDITS	
  

Thanks	
  to	
  these	
  photographers	
  for	
  contributing	
  
pictures	
  to	
  this	
  issue	
  of	
  Trumpetings	
  

Cover,	
   Darlene	
   Friedman;	
   Pg	
   1,	
   Lin	
   McClure;	
   pg	
   2,	
  
Peg	
  Abbott;	
   pg	
   3,	
  Naturalist	
   Journeys;	
   pgs	
   4	
   and	
   5,	
  
Unknown;	
  pg	
  6,	
  (top)	
  Alan	
  Sachanowski,	
  (lower	
   left)	
  
Jess	
   Lee;	
   pg	
   7,	
   (upper	
   left)	
   Arnie	
   Frederickson,	
  
(upper	
  right	
  and	
  lower	
  left)	
  Gail	
  Miller.	
  We’re so glad you could make it! 

Help FLAT STANLEY Adopt a Swan! 
Donate an Adopt a Swan certificate to a local elementary … Your donation will be matched 
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