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EDITORIAL
Dear Colleagues

One of the most pleasing aspects about the
relaunching of the Swan Newsletter has been
the encouraging response from so many of
yvou, who clearly seem to think that
proeducing a Newsletter is a worthwhile
exercise. Thank vyou all for vyour kind
comments and enthusiasm. It was particularly
good to learn from our colleagues in North
America that they have been communicating
very well between themselves in recent
years, and were wondering what the rest of
us were up ta! Hopefully the Newsletters will
now help to fill in some of the gaps. There
have been two major publications on
Trumpeter Swans and Tundra Swans in
recent vyears (Mitchell, C.M. 1234 and
Limpert, R.J. & Earnst, S.L. 1994}, both in
The Birds of North America series, which give
excellent reviews of the current knowledge of
these two species. Full details of these and
other recent swan publications are given in
the list of references towards the end of the
Newsletter.

Results of the Swan Group Questionnaire

Of the 197 questionnaires issued to members
of the Group, 67 (34%) were completed and
returned. At least three individuals had
maved to a new (unknown) address. Several
were also reported as being no longer active
in swan research. There was a particularly
good response from Australia and New
Zealand: of the six questionnaires issued five
were returned, including one where not only
the individual but also the location of the
Institute had changed. Several other people,
who have only recently become involved in
swan research, have also bean added 10 the
database. The names and address list
therefore is somewhat out of date, and an
updated version will be issued in 1896.

Aims of the Group

Results of the questionnazire found almost
unanimous agreement cancerning the aims of
the Group, which remain as follows:

* To ensure good communication between
swan researchers worldwide, to promote
cooperative research and ringing programmes

where appropriate, and to improve links and
information exchange with other research
groups. (97% of respondents agreed,
including 939% agreeing strongly; 3% had no
opinion).

* To identify gaps in our knowledge with a
view 1o encouraging new projects in these
areas. {96% of respondents agreed, including
76% agreeing strongly; 4% had no opinion}.

* To advise effectively on swan management
and conservation issues, especially at an
international level. (91% of respondents
agread, including 67 % agreeing strongly; 3%
disagreed slightly; 6% had no opinion)

Other suggestions included: to monitor
population trends, to identify sites netwaorks
for habitat conservation, to identify projects
coordinators, to coordinate fund-raising
activities and to provide technical or
statistical support. Regular censuses are now
being made for several of the migratory
species, both in Eurcpe and in North America,
for monitoring population levels and
identifying key sites. Hopefully this will be
extended to other areas through collaboration
between professional scientists and amateur
ornithologists working in these regions.
Information concerning ongeoing projects
(including details of the project coordinator)
and recent publications will be included in the
Newsletters. | would encourage anyone
interested in developing collaborative studies
to contact people working in their area of
special interest.\ To canfirm the main research
programmes being undertaken by members of
the group, please complete the short form at
the end of the Newsletter, and retum it to
Eileen Rees, The Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust,
Martin Mere, Burscough, Ormskirk,
Lancashire, L40 OTA, UK. This information
will be included in the new list of Swan
Specialist Group Members, being issued in
1996.

Structure of the Group

There was a general view that the
appointment of Regicnal Coordinators in
addition to those already appointed for
Eurasia (Eileen Rees) and the Neotropics
(Roberto Schiatter) would be useful; only
11% of respondents thought that the Group
should have an informal structure. Some 70%




of respondents thought that there should be
a Regional Coordinator for North America
(54% agreeing strongly) and 50% thought
that there should be a Regional Coordinator
for Australasia/Oceania (31% agreeing
stronglyl. Carl Mitchell has now agreed to act
as Regional Coordinator for North America;
the appointment of Regional Coordinators
elsewhere will be at the discretion of
scientists working within the region.

Most people also thought that communication
within the Group would be improved by
further sub-divisions within the regicnal
structure, through the appointment of
Species or Flyway Coordinators. Again only
12% thought that there should be no formal
structure. The appointment of Flyway
Coordinators received stronger support than
Species Supporters (79% of respondents
thought that we should have one or the
other; 41% strongly favoured Flyway
Coordinators, 37% strongly favoured Species
Coordinators), The response from North
America differed from the general trend,
however, with most preferring Species
Coordinators to Flyway Coordinators or Sub-
Regional Coordinators (50%, 30% and 10%
respectively), maybe because coordination on
a species basis has worked well in the past.
The logical conclusion is to appoint or retain
Species Coordinators for swans which are
relatively sedentary or have no clear
migratory flyway (i.e. Mute Swans, Black
Swans, Black-necked and Coscoroba Swans),
and also for the North American Tundra and
Trumpeter Swans. Flyway Coordinators were
considered more appropriate for the more
widespread migratory Bewick’s and Whooper
Swan populations in Eurasia. The current
structure of the Group therefore is as follows:

Regional Coordinator (Eurasia):

Eileen C Rees, The Wildfowl & Wetlands
Trust, Martin Mere, Burscough, Ormskirk,
Lancashire, L40 OTA, UK,

Regional Coordinator (Neotropics):

Roberta Schiatter, Instituto do Zoologia,
Facultad de Ciencias, Universidad Austral de
Chile, Valdiva, Chile.

Regional Coordinator (North America):

Carl D Mitchell, US Fish & Wildlife Service,
PO Box 61, Lewistown, Montana 59457,
USA.,

Trumpeter Swan Coordinatar:
Carl D Mitchell, address given above.

Tundra Swan Coordinators:

Roland Limpert, Maryland Department of
Matural Resources, Tawes State Office
Building B-3, 580 Tavior Avenue, Annapolis,
Maryland 21401, USA.

Susan Earnst, Department of Bislogy, Ohio
State University, 1735 Neil Ave., Columbus,
Ohio 43210-1283, USA.

Whooper Swan Coordinator (lcelandic
Population):

QOlafur Einarsson, Icelandic Museum of
Natural History, Hlemmur 3, PO Box 5320,
1S-125 Reykiavik, Iceland.

Whooper Swan Coordinator
(Scandinavian/NW Russian Population):

. Biarke Laubek, National Environmental
Research Institute, Grenavej 12, Kalo, 8410
Ronde, Denmark.

Bewick’s Swan Coordinator (NW Eurcpean
Population):

Jan Beekman, University of Groningen,
Biologisch Centrum, Kerklaan 30, PO Box 14,
9750 AA Haren, The Netherlands.

Mute Swan Coordinator (Central/Eastern
Europe):
Maria Wieloch, Ornithological Society,
Nadwislanska 108, 80-680 Gdansk 40,
Poland.

Mute Swan qurdinator (UK):
Bert Coleman, 67 Park Lane, Bonehill,
Tamworth, Staffordshire, UK.

Black Swan Coordinator [Australia):
Richard Kingsford, NSW National Parks &
Wildlife Service, PO Box 1967, Hurstville
2220, New South Wales, Australia.

Black Swan Coordinatar (New Zealand):
Murray Williams, Department of
Conservation, PO Box 10-420, Wellington,
New Zealand.

Black-necked and Coscoroba Swan
Coardinator:
Roberto Schlatter, address given above.



You will see that we still require Flyway
Coordinators for the eastern populations of
both Bewick's and Whooper Swans. If any
swan researchers in China, Japan, Eastern
Russia, or elsewhere in the Far East, are
willing to undertake one or both of these
roles, or would like to suggest another
suitable candidate, please contact Eileen
Rees.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR AUTHORS

The Swan Specialist Group newsletter
publishes short papers with original data
CONCErNiNg swan species, progress reports for
ongoing projects, recent abstracts, letters
{especially requests for information), news
items, descriptions of new methodologies,
etc. Reports/papers should be no longer than
1,500 words, including refersnces. FPlease
send submissions, preferably in English,
although it may be possible to arrange
transiation from some other languages
(especially Russian, French and Spanishl.
Figures, including maps, should be drawn
neatly in black ink, in a form suitable for
photocopying. The editor reserves the right to
make minor alterations to the text without
consulting the author,

Please send your submissions to: Eileen Rees,
The Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust, Martin Mere,
Burscough, Ormskirk, Lancashire, L40 OTA,
UK. Tel: +44 (0)1704 835181, Fax: +44
(011704 892343,

Submissions for the next edition of the
newsletter should be sent to the abowve
address by 15 May 19886,

WETLANDS INTERNATIONAL AND ITS
SPECIALIST GROUPS .

Janine wvan Vessem, |WRB, Slimbridge,
Gloucestershire, GL2 7BX, UK.

Wetlands International

During the recently organised International
Conference on Wetlands and Development,
which was held in Malaysia in October 1995,
a new global alliance for wetland
conservation was created. The new

organisation is called WETLANDS
INTERNATIONAL, and was created by the
integration of three existing international
"wetland” organisations: the International
Waterfowl and Wetlands Research Bureau
{IWRB, with operational headquarters in the
UK), the Asian Wetland Bureau (AWB, with
operational headquarters in Malaysial and
Wetlands for the Americas (WA, with
operational headguarters in North America
and Argentina).

This integration has been planned for several
years, in recognition of the need for new
initiatives and stronger partnerships to
address the continuing loss and degradation
of wetlands, worldwide. The final decision to
integrate occurred during joint governing
body meetings, attended by maore than 200
representatives of governmental and non-
governmental organisations, as well as
technical experts and cbservers.

Wetlands International has non-
profit/charitable status and is governed by a
global Board, comprising representatives of
member countries, international organisations
and wetland and waterbird specialists. The
regional operations for Asia/Pacific,
Africa/Europe/Middle East and the Americas
are governed by separate regianal councils.
Cverall coordination is provided by a small
International Coerdination Unit, initdally co-
located with the headquarters for the
Africa/Europe/Middle East region.

The catalytic work programme of Wetlands
International will build on the combined
activities of the founding organisations which
have 14 regional or project offices on five
continents and ongoing activities with local
partners in more than 100 countries. The
programme benefits from the input of
National Delegates, Specialist Groups, partner
agencies and a network of a great number of
experts. Long-standing partnerships with
secretariats of international conventions
(notably Ramsar and Bonn) and other
international organisations (particularly
BirdLife International, IUCN and WWF] will be
strengthened.

Wetlands International will become fully
operational and will be launched in early
1996. Until that time, the three founding
organisations (IWRB,AWE and WA) will




continue to operate under their current legal
structures and corporate identity,

Specialist Groups

The network of Research Groups has always
been, and still is, an important and integral
component of IWRB. This network will
become eveéen more critical in the future to
Woetlands International and its regional
affiliates. Their network of experts is
essential to provide the organisation with the
data, technical information and scientific
understanding necessary for the conservation
of wetlands and their waterbirds.

During the XXXV! IWRB Executive Board
Meeting in Malaysia, a number of important
decisions were taken specifically in relation to
the Research Groups. The Board adopted a
Strategic Plan for Research Group
Development. The Plan reviews the current
structure and activities of the groups and
aims to improve the link between the groups
and headquarters. It also aims to better
integrate the groups and Wetlands
International’s triennial forward planning and
improve the level of support to the groups.
Especially with the launch of the new
organisation, it will be essential for the
groups to ligise more closely with the regional
affiliates.

The most visible decision taken at the recent
Board Meeting was probably 1o rename the
"Research Groups®™ as "SPECIALIST
GROUPS". This decision was taken in order
to be consistent with the terminology used by
IUCN for their extensive network of groups
with similar functions as the IWRB Research
Groups. However, this change in terminology
clearly does not entail any change in the
functions of the groups.

Summarised, this means that the IWRB Swan
Research Group from now onwards should be
referred to as the SWAN SPECIALIST GROUP
of WETLANDS INTERNATIONAL,

LETTERS/REQUESTS F MATION
ADDRESSES FOR SENDING SIGHTINGS OF
RINGED WHOOPER AND BEWICK'S SWANS

Several ringing programmes are being carried
out on the European flyways of the Whooper
Swan Cygnus cygnus and Bewick's Swan
Cygnus columbianus bewickfi. The main aims
of the studies are to describe the swans'
migratory routes, time schedules, survival
rates and individual breeding success.

Should you see or receive details of a ringad
Bewick's or Whooper Swan, please repart the
sighting to the person responsible for the
ringing programme. The people responsible
for the different types of markings used on
the migratory swans in Eurcpe are listed
below. Useful information includes: the ring
number, colour of the ring, whether the ring
was on the left or right leg, date on which
the bird was seen, location, coordinates,
family relations to other birds (ringed as well
as unringed), number of cygnets
accompanying and food choice. Each
observer will be sent the ringing details and
other sightings of the swans that they
identify by reading the neck-collar or ring
code.

Bewick’s Swans:

Blue neck-collars: A

All codes except SO1 - §19, HO1, 0O1P-
100F

.

Jan H. Beekman

Zoological Laboratory, University of
Groningen, PO Box 14, 9750 AA Haren, The
Netherlands.

odes S01-S18, HO1, 0C01P-100P

John Bowler or Richard Hearn
The Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust, Slimbridge,
Gloucestershire, GL2 7BT, UK.

Yellow neck-collars:

All codes

Trinus Haitjema
IT Heechhout 7, 8723 ES Koudum, The
MNetherlands.



Leg rings:

One tarsus ring with two or three digit
inscription

John Bowler or Richard Hearn (address
above)

Two tarsus rings with one digit inscription on

each ring
(Note: sometimes one of the rings are lost)

Trinus Haitjema (address above)

Whooper Swans:

MNeck-collars:

All neck-collars (Yellow and Blue) apart from
vellow codes ORDT - OR11

Bjarke Laubek
Mational Environmental Research Institute,
Kalo, Grenavej 12, 8410 Ronde, Denmark.

Yellow neckcollars codes ORO1 - OR11

Trinus Haitjerna {address above)

Tarsus rings:

Yellow tarsus rings with black 3 digit codes
John Bowler (address above)

Yellow or blue tarsus rings with 4 digit codes

Bjarke Laubek {address above)

Ringing programmes for Mute Swans,
Trumpeter Swans, Tundra Swans and Black-
necked Swans are also underway, including
some which have been running for many
vears. The Editor would be grateful for any
infarmation on the markings used for these
species, including the names and addresses
of people coordinating the ringing
programmes. This information will then be
published in the nexr edition of the
Newsletter,

BONE ANOMALIES IN SWAN SPECIES
Letter from:

Maria Susana Seijas, Entre Rios 1565, (1878}
Quilmes, Pcia. de Buenos Aires, Argentina,
Fax: 54 1 257-3180.

"l am doing research into the ecolegy and
biology of Cygnus melancoryphus in the
eastern wetlands of the province of Buenos
Aires, Argentina. This research has taken ten
months of field and laboratory work to date,
including censusing, monitoring feeding, etc.
Although | have only recently started the
waork, two articles have already been
accepted for publication: "Cygnus
melancoryphus:  individual identification
through ocular line”™ and "Bone anomalies in
Cygnus melancoryphus”. The latter is about
bone anomalies in Black-necked Swans,

“ which are being studied in detail. | am looking

for new cases to identify the probable
causes.

| would therefore like to hear from other
researchers of any similar cases of bone
anomalies known in Black-necked Swans, or
any other swan species”.

STATUS REPORTS

EUROPEAN CONTINENTAL WHOOPER SWAN
Cygnus cygnus - POPULATION ESTIMATE

Bjarke Laubek, National Environmental
Research Institute, Kale, Grenavej 12, 8410
Ronde, Denmark.

Although international censuses were made
of the lcelandic Whooper Swan population in
1886 and 1991 (Salmon & Black 1386; Kirby
et al. 1992), there has never been a complete
coordinated census of Whooper Swans
throughout NW Europe. The most recept
estimate of the number of birds in the
Scandinavian/Russian  population, which
winters in mainland Europe, is of 25,000
birds (Monval & Pirot 1989). This figure s
based on the International Waterfowl Counts
(IWC), coordinated by the International
Waterfowl and Wetlands Research Bureau
{IWRE), which monitors population trends at
selected sites rather than attempting to cover



Tabia 1

the whale population. Mational counts in
Denmark 18582-94 [Laubek 1995) showed
than less than twao-thirds of the Whooper
Swans were recorded at IWC sites, and
summing the results of naticnal censuses
puts the wintering population at nearer
35,000-40,000 birds {Table 1).

Sstimate of The Turopaan WiIntENng pooutancn of ‘Whagager Swan . cwgrus, ‘ram

Manorngd Counts.
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A full census of the Secandinavian/Russian
population, wintering in Europe, therefore
was undertaken aver the weekend of 14-15
January 1825, with counts being organisad
through naticnal coordinators. The third
international census of the |leslandic-breeding
population was made over the same
weekand, 10 give the first complete census of
Whooper Swans throughout NW Europge. The
fourth internatianal Bewick's Swan census
was alsg made at the same time.

So far (10 December) results have been
received from Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania,
Foland, Czech Republic, Belgium, Sweden
and Denmark. With figuras of more than
20,000 birds from Denmark and 7,500 from
Sweden the new population estimate will
certainly be considerably higher zhan the
numbers suggestad by Monval and Pirat. The

rest of the data should be collected during
the winter, and the resuits published in 1996.

References:

Hauge, K.Q. 1880. Landsomfattende
svanetelling vinteren 1887/38, Sangsvane .
cygnus, Knoppsvane C. ofor og Dvergsvane
C. c. hewicki. Fauna norv. Ser. C. Cinclus
13: 65-73.

Kirby, J.5., Rees, E.C., Meme, 0.J. &
Gardarsson, A, 1392, International census of
Whooper Swans C. cygrus in Britain, Ireland
and |cefand: January 1981, Wildfow/ 43; 20-
26.

Kuresog, A. 1997, Present status of Mute
Swans, Whooper Swans and Bawick's Swans
wintering in the Eastern Baltic region. In:
Sears; J. & Bacon, P. (Eds.] Prac, 3rd IWRB
Int. Swan Symp., Oxford 1988, Wiidfow!
Special Suppl. Mo, 7: 214-217,

Laubek, B. 1995. Udbredeise og faenolcgi
hos rastende og overvintrende Sang- og
Pibesvaner i Danmark 1981-83. Dansk Orn.
Faren. Tidsskr, 89: 67-82.

Nilsson, L. 1288. Projekirapporter.
Internaticnella  sjofagslrakninger | Sverige
18987/88. Var Fageivarld 47: 273 - 278,

Rose, P.M. & Tavior, V. 1893, Wesrern
Palzearctic and South West Asia Warerfow!
Census 1983, IWRE, Slimbridge, UK., 215 pe.

Ruger, A., F\’rentice, C. & Owen, M, 1388,
Results of the IWRB International Waterfowl
Census 1967-1983. /\WRE Soecial Publication
Ne. 6.

Saimon, D.G. & Black, J.M. 1988. The
January 18986 Whooger Swan cansus in
Britain, lreland and iceland. Wildfow! 37:
172-174.

PRODUCTIVITY SURVEY OF WESTERN
TUNDRA SWANS: WINTER 1994-35

Rod C. Drewien' & Ruth E. Shea®
'Hornocker  Wildlife Research  Institute,
University of Idaho, Meoscow 83843, USA
*Biological Sciences Department, |daho State
University, Pocatello 83201, USA



We surveyed Tundra Swan
columbianus columbianus flocks in Bear River
Delta, Utah, the Stillwater National Wildlife
Refuge, Nevada and in Central Valley
(Sacramento Valley and Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta region), California, from 18
November to 11 December 19394, Data
collected from each flock included:

(i) the number of aduits and immatures, (i)
brood sizes, (i) observations of neck-collars
and (iv} the presence of Trumpeter Swans C.
buceinator. In a sample of adults in California,
we also recorded the frequency of yellow lare
spots on the hill, wunder excellent light
conditions at distances of <125 m. We also
manitored swan flocks |, from 8-15 February
1885, in Sacramento Valley and the Klamath
Basin, in northern California and southern
Oregeon, to collect similar data as indicated
above, except for brood sizes.

Age ratios were recorded for 19,067 Tundra
Swans in MNovember and December; the
proportion of immatures was, on average,
20.0% (Table 1). The proportion of
immatures seen in the three states did not
differ significantly (P>0.05, X*=0.706, 2
df}. Average brood size, recorded for 734
families, was 2.47 cygnets per family (Table
2). In a sample of 1,706 adults, 2.6%
[n=44) lacked yellaw lore spots on the bill.
Age ratios collected in February 1985
showed that Tundra Swan flocks in the
Klamath Basin had significantly fewer
immatures (10.9% imm., n=5,026) than
flocks in the Sacramento Valley (32.6%
imm., n=4,262) (P<0.001, X*=656.01, 1
df]. These results suggest that the juveniles
may have separated from their parents in late
winter, and stayed later at the winter sites,
while early spring migrants arriving in the

Klamath Basin were predominately adult

hirds, %

We observed four Bewick's Swans Cygnus c.
bewickii in the Sacramento Valley in
December. An adult Whooper Swan Cygnus
cygnus was reported in Sacramento Valley
(T. Albro, Sacramento National Wildlife
Refuge, pers, comm.} and we saw an adult
Mute Swan Cygnus ofor with Tundra Swans,
also in the Sacramento Valley. Sightings
further included a minimum of (i} 486
Trumpeter Swans in Utah, (i) Twao "pink®
swans (probably dyed Trumpeter Swans from

Cygnus

the release programme at Summer Lake,
Oregon) seen near Yerington, MNevada (N,
Saake, pers. comm.), and (iii} 23 Trumpeter
Swvans in California (16 in Sacramento Valley,
four in the Delta area and three in Lower
Klamath NWR).

Tands 1. Productivity sslamates for the wegtem population of Tundra Swans

during fall migration in Utah amnd Nevada, and at wintering sites iy tha

Sacramanto Valtey and the Sacramento-5an Joaguin Dela region of Saliformia:

Mowamber -December 1954,

Survey Age of
Location Dates Adidta | Swans Tatal % Imm
Immatures

Boar River 16-25 Nov | 5,339 1.334 | 6.6873 20.0
Caita, UT
Srillwater 1-3 Dec B33 209 1,101 19.0
MNWH, NY |
Central 4-11 Dee | 5030 | 2,263 11,293 20,0
Waley, C&

| Totliz 3,806 19.067 200

15,261

Table 2. Beood sized n the western population of Tundra Swans during fall migration
in Utah and Nevada, and at wintering sites in the Sscramenta Valley and Sacramento-

San Joaquin Db region of California; Novembar = Decembar 1934,

-

Location 1 4 3 - 5 G Tonal Mean
Brood
sizn

Bear | 50 132 | 82 a7 15 2 128 2.55

Aivar

Delta, UT )

Stllwater a 24 18 a 1 o 59 2.49

NWR, NV

Central 58 | 148 | &5 39 (31 11 347 2.33

Vallay, CA | | N

Tatalfx 116 |304| 195 | 84 |22 |3 | 13e | 247

PROGRESS REPORTS:

SURVIVAL RATES OF TRUMPETER SWARN
CYGNETS FROM HATCHING TO FLEDGING

Jay J. Rotella' & Carl D. Mitchell®

'Biology Department, Montana State
University, Bozeman, Montana 59715, USA.
J).5. Fish & Wildlife Service, Box 61,
Lewistown, Montana 59457, USA.

Data on survival rates of Trumpeter Swan
cygnets are limited. Available data consists of
estimates for the entire period [~ 100 days)
between hatching and fledging. We are
currently compiling data on cygnet numbers
from surveys conducted at Red Rock Lakes

















































