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Aims of the Group
* Toensure good communication between swan
researchers  world-wide, to promote co-
operative research and ringing programmes
whera appropriagte, and te improve. links and
information exchangs with other research
groups.

To identify gaps In our knowledge with a view
to encouraging new projects in these arsas,

To advise effectively on swan management and
conservation  Issues, especially  at  an
internaticnal level,

Structure of the Group

Regional Co-ordinator (Eurasia):

Eileen C Rees, The Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust,
Martin Mere, Burscough, near Ormskirk, Lancashire,
L40 0OTA, United Kingdom.

{E-mail: Eileen. Rees @ wwt.org,uk).

Regional Co-ordinator (Neotropics);

Roberte Schlatter, Instituto do Zoologia, Facultad
de Ciencias, Universidad Austral de Chile, Valdiva,
Chile.

(E-mail; rschlatt@valdivia.uca.uach.cl)

Regional Co-ordinator {(North America):

Carl D Mitchell, Wrangell-5t. Elias National Park and
Preserve, PO Box 439, Copper Centre, Alaska
8989573, USA.

{E-mail: Carl Mitehell@nps.gov),

Trumpeter Swan Co-ordinator:
Carl D Mitchell, address given above,

Tundra Swan Co-ordinators:

Foland Limpert, Maryland Department of Natural
Resources, Tawes State Office Building B-3, 580
Taylor Avenue, Annapolis, Maryland 21407, USA.
[E-mail: rhmpert@access.digex.net).

Susan Earnst, Forest & Rangesland Ecosystem
Centre - Boise Field Station, 970 Lusk Street, Boise
State University, Baise, |daho B3706, USA.
(E-mall: searnst@eagle.idbsu.edu),

Whooper Swan Co-ordinator (lcelandic Population):

Olafur Einarsson, |celandic Institute of Natural
History, Hlemmur 3, PO Box 5320, 15-125
Revkjavik, lceland.

(E-mail: oein@®nattfs.is),

Whoaoper Swan Co-ordinator (Scandinavian/NW
Russian Population):

Bjarke Laubek, National Environmental Research
Institute, Grenave] 12, Kalo, DK-8410 Ronde,
Denmark.

(E-mail: bil@dmu.dk),

Whooper/Mute Swan Co-ordinator [Far Eastern
Population):

Ma Ming, Xinjiang Institute of Biclogy, Pedaology
and Desert Resegarch, Academia Sinica, Mao. 40
Beijing Road, Urumgi 830011, Xinjiang, People’s
Republic of China.

(E-mail: bsdr@ms.xjb.ac.cnl.

Bewick's Swan Co-ordinator [NW  European
Population):

Jan Beekman, MNatherlands Institute of Ecology,
Centre for Limnology, P.O. Box 1299, 3800 BG
Maarssen, The Metherlands,

(E-mail: Beekman@cl.nioo . knaw.nl)

Bewick's Swan Co-ordinator {Far Eastern
Population]; Vacant

Mute Swan Co-ordinator (Central/Eastern Europe):
Maria Wigloch, Ornithelogical Saociaty,
Nadwislanska 108, 80-880 Gdansk 40, Poland,
1E-mall: mwigloch@stornit.gda.pl)

Mute Swan Co-ordinator (UK]:
Bert Coleman, 67 Park Lane, Bonehill, Tamwarth,
Staffordshire, United Kingdom.

Black Swan Co-ordinator (Australia)

Richard Kingsford, NSW Mational Parks & wildlife
Service, PO Box 1967, Hurstville 2220, New South
‘Wales, Australia,

Black Swan Co-ordinator (New Zealand);

Murray Williams, Department of Conservation, PO
Box 10-420, Wellington, New Zealand.

[E-mail: murrayw@nzonline.ac.nz),

Black-necked and Coscoroba Swan Co-ordinator:
Roberto Schlatter, address given abova.



EDITORIAL

Dear Colleagues

Welcome to the latest edition of the Swan
Specialist Group s Newsletter and thank you
to those who kindly sent in reports for
publication. | am concernad that, since we
are communicating mainly by electronic mail,
| may have overloocked a contribution or
amandment  that should have been
incorporated into the text. If so, please let me
know and | will ensure that it is included in
the next edition. Members of the Group who
have access to the internet are now able to
read the Swan Specialist Group Newsletter
Mo, 6 by visiting the Wildfow! and Wetlands
Trust Web Site on http://www.greenchannel.
com/wwt. It is held within the Research
section, together with recent editions of the
Duck Specialist Group and Threatened
Waterfowl Specialist Group bulletins.

| am delighted to note that, although there has
not been a major meeting of the Swan
Specialist Group since the Anatidae 2000
Conference (December 1994), saveral
workshops addressing particular regions or
issues have been held in recent months (seea
pages 18 to 22). Jan Beekman (Bewick's
Swan Co-ordinator) has been particularly
active in convening workshops at the Willen
Barents  Memorial Arctic  Conservation
Symposium (Moscow] and at the Research,
Conservation and Manitoring of Arctic
Migratory Birds in the Baltic and White Sea
Workshop (Helsinki), as well as attending the
recent Goose Specialist Group Meeting in
Bulgaria. Jan has raised one issue which
should be considered more widely within the
Swan Specialist Group. Increased liaison with
the Goose Specialist Group clearly would be
mutually beneficial, but the possibility of a full
merger to form a Swan/Goose Specialist
Group has also been mentioned (see Jan's
report on the Bulgarian meeting below). |
would be mast grateful for views from other
members of the group on this matter, with a
view to assessing the points for and against
such a merger.

Meanwhile, | am investigating the possibility
of arranging a Swan Specialist Group Meeating
for late 1289 or the year 2000, Offars of

assistance would be most welcome in due
course, once we have decided on a suitable
venue.

| would like to take this opportunity, onee
again, to thank Eritish Airways Assisting
Conservation for mailing this Newsletter to all
Swan Specialist Group members,

Eileen Rees, SSG Co-urdinator (Eurasgia)

INSTRUCTIONS FOR AUTHORS

The Swan Specialist Group MNewsletter
publishes short papers with original data
concerning swan species, prograss reports for
ongoing projects, recent abstracts, letters
lespecially requests for infarmation), news
items, descriptions of new methodologies,
etc. Reports/papers should be no longer than
1,600 words, including references. Flease
send submissions, preferably in English,
although it may be possible to arrange
translation from some other languages,
Figures, including maps, should be drawn
neatly in black ink, in a form suitable for
photocopying. The editor reserves the right to
make minor alterations to the text without
cansulting the author.

Readers should note that the opinions
expressed in the articles in the Swan
Specialist Group Newsletters are those of the
authors and do not necessarily represent those
of the Co-ordinators, WWT, Wetlands
International or IUCN-SSC.

Please send your submissions to; Eileen Rees,
The Wildfow! & Wetlands Trust, Martin Mare,
Burscough, Ormskirk, Lancashire, L40 OTA,
United Kingdom. Tei. +44 (0)1704 895181
Fax: +44 (0)1704 892343

E-mail: Eileen,Rees@wwt.org.uk

Submissions for the next edition of the S5G
Newsletter should bz sent to the above
address by 30 November 1998,



WETLANDS INTERNATIONAL AND ITS
SPECIALIST GROUPS

Specialist Groups' Meeting, January 1998

In September 1997 English Nature generously
agreed to second DOr Nick Davidson to
Wetlands International as Science Co-
ordinator for two years, Amongst Nick's initial
priorities have bheen to embark on
implemanting the  Specialist  Groups'
development strategy. In the first instance,
this invalved reviewing and developing SG
structure and scope lincluding both coverage
of topics and regicnal structure); developing
an SG communications strategy; continuing
support for SGs in producing newsletters and
other publications, holding workshops and
developing projects; and holding an SG Co-
ordinators meeting.

The first $G Co-ordinators mesting to be held
outside the triennial Wetlands International (or
previously IWRE) Board Meetings was held in
Wageningen, the Netherlands, in January
1998, The key objectives of the Workshop
WEere to:

(i} ensure  that Specialist Group Co-
ardinators improve their understanding
of the operation and strategic direction
of Wetlands International and its
regions;

i) with the invelvement of Wetlands
International staff, to seek ways of
involving 8Gs more directly in both
guiding and working with Wetlands
International's regional programmes

{iii) encourage closer netwarking between
Specialist  Groups, especially  in
identifying tasks and projects which
require the input of some or all 5Gs;

[iw] in the light of the issues identified in
Mick's assessment of current SG
capacity, involve the 5Gs in identifying
priorities for  implementing the
developmeant of the network, notably in
the scope, structure and regional
coverage of groups, and in Co-
ordinators’ management of their own
groups; and '

() agree SG5 input to both the 1998
Board meeting and Canference
workshops.

A full Workshop Report is being prapared and
will be circulated shortly, Meanwhile, some of
the workshop's general conclusions were as
follows:

a. Co-ordinaters identified an urgent need
for a "global" strategic overview for
Woetlands International [now in
preparation), from which they can
focus their work at both global and
regiaonal levels,

b, Topic coverage by the existing
spacialist Group network is patchy
within Wetlands International’s overall
business, but any gap filling in
coverage needs to be informed by a
clearer view of Wetlands International's
priarity work areas.

e: The network is keen to provide better
early input and comment to Wetlands
International's forward planning  at
global and regional level,

d. The need was emphasised for as much
advance warning as possible of when
such consultations will be needed,
since Co-oprdinators’ time for Wetlands
International work is often limited. A
timetable for SG activities will be

developed.
2. Having the central contact point of a
Science Co-ordinator in the

International Co-ordinating Unit (ICU) 1o
provide neiwork support was greeted
as essential, but the network expressed
concern  that  continued network
support could be jecpardised by the
current 2-year filling of the post
without core-funded resources.

There is a need for clearer guidance to

Co-ordinatars  about procedures  for

developing and managing their groups

an behalf of Wetlands International.

This will be compiled as a "Specialist

Groups' Handbook"

g, The added wvalue of 5Gs working
together on \Wetlands International
activities was agreed, and this will be
reflected in the involvement of many
greups in workshops and joint projecis
to be discussed during the Senegal
conference.

-t



An evaluation of the present capacity of the
Specialist Group network was also presented.
The next priority for the Science Co-ordinator
is to work with individual Specialist Groups to
help them develop their structure {where
necessary) and activities.

Mick Davidson, Wetlands International Science
Co-ordinator.

Wetlands International Launches a new World
Wide Web Site

Wetlands international - Africa; Europe, Middle
East |AEME) have launched their new World
Wide Web site -

http:/fwww . wetlands.agro.nl

The site contains background information on
the worganisation, information on technical
programme activities; publication and reports;
up and coming meetings; key links to other
wetland-related sites; news from the AEME
region and detailed infarmation on the 2nd
International Conference on Wetlands and
Development to be held later this year.

The aim is to keep the site updated regularly,
in particular the news pages - and information
on programme activities. Future
developments on the site will include the
introduction of a wetlands search tool and on-
line access to the Ramsar Wetland Site
database. Information about the Specialist
Group network will also be broadcast on the
Wetlands International - AEME Web site. This
currently includes a summary of the Specialist
Groups' Workshop, contact details for Co-
erdinators, links to Specialist Groups' Web-
sites and a wetlands restoration and creation
bibliography to down-load.

Far further information contact; Simaon Nash,
Wetlands International - AEME, PO Box 7002,
6700 CA Wageningen, The Netherlands.
Faxi +31 317474712,

E-mail; nash@waetlands.agro.nl

Other organisations that have recently moved
on 1o the Web include;

The Trumpeter Swan Soclety:
http:/fwww.taiga.net/swans/index.html

The Wildfow!| & Wetlands Trust:
http:/fwww.greenchannel_com/wwt

MNIOO-Centra for Limnology, The Netherlands:
http://www.nioo.knaw.nl/home.htm

UK Mute Swan Study Group:
http:/fwww.airtime.co.uk/users/cygnus/swa
nstud.htm

Information from other Wetlands International
Specialist Groups

Max Finlayson, joint Co-ordinator of the
Wetlands Inventory & Assessment SG, s
leading for Wetlands International orn a Ramsar
funded project making & glebal review of
wetland resources that will report in early
1999, A project summary is on the Wetlands
International Web site. Duck 8G Co-ordinator
Jeff Kirby has been awarded .a Churchill
Fellowship to study approaches to waterfow!
conservation and management in  MNorth
America and Europe. He will be visiting up to
10 research centres in Canada and the USA.
The Wader Study Group holds an annual
weekend conference for members: this year's
meeting will be in Keszthely, Hungary (on the
shores of Lake Balaton) from 16-19 October
1998, A one-day workshop is planned during
the conference on updating African-Eurasian
wader population estimates, following the
WSG's highly successful 1996 conference in
Belgium. Total costs per person Friday to
Monday will be DM275. More details on how
to book the conference will follow soon. Jon
Kusler, Ce-ordinator of the Wetlands, River
Basins & Water Resources SG, is organising a
2-day workshop on Selecting and using
wellands reference sites, Millbrook, New
York, 19-21 May 1998. Jon is also organising
a symposium in St Louis, Missouri, September
1998 on [ntegrating Wetland/Floodplain
Ecasystems into Water Frojects/\Watershed
Management. More details of both meetings
from Jon at the Association of State Wetland
Managers (e-mail aswmi@aol.com}.



The full list of other Specialist Groups and
their Co-ordinators is given in S5G Newsletter
Ma. 5, with changes of address or contact
numbers given in S5G Mewsletter No. 6. New
Co-ordinaterss and  further changes of
address/contact details for existing Co-
ordinators are as follows:

Dueck Specialist Groug!

Jeif KIRBY

2 Elmtrea Cottages, Wanswell, Berkeley,
Gloucestershire, G113 95E, United Kingdom

TEL: +44 1453 811 780

E-MAIL; jeff.kirby@btinternet.com

Goose Specialist Group:

Eart EEBINGE

IBN-DLO, PO Box 23, 6700 AA Wageningen, The
MNetherlands

TEL: +31 343 455204

FAX: +31 343 455288

E-MAIL: b.s.ebbinge@ibn,dlo.nl

Wader Study Group

David STROWUD

Joint Mature Conservation Committae, Monkstone
House; City Road, Peterborough, PE1 1JY, United
Kingdom

TEL: +44 1733 B66B10;

FAX: +44 1733 6565948;

E-MAIL: Stroud d@jncc.gov.uk

LETTERS/REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION/
ADVERTS

REVIEW OF STAGING SWANS AND GEESE
IN THE NETHERLANDS

Kees Koffijberg, S0OVON WVegelonderzoek
Mederland, Rijksstraatweg 178, NL-6573 DG
BEEK-UBBERGEMN, The Netherlands

The Metherlands is well known for its large
flocks of wintering swans and geese,
harbouring a major proportion of the NW-
Eurcpean population for several species, both
in winter and during migration. Long-term
counts have documented an increasea in most
of these populations, together with an
expansion of the staging areas wused

throughout the country. Recently, the first
integrated review of the Dutch goose and
swan haunts has been published. Publication
of this review [(by SOVON Vogelonderzoek
Mederland] was supported by the Dutch
Ministry of Agriculture, MNature Management
and Fisheries and is aimed at giving
background information for conservation and
management purposes. Results of monthly
goose and swan counts in 1985-94 were
analysed to identify key sites for the swan
species (Mute, Bewick's and Whooper Swan)
and 7 species of geese {Taiga- and Tundra
Bean Goose, Pinkfeet, White-front, Greylag,
Barnacle and Brent). Besides some background
information and methods, the review contains
a full account of the status of these species in
The Netherlands, General changes in numbers
and distribution in past decades, current
numbers and distribution, phenology and
foraging habits throughout the winter are
described. A separate section lists all the
(117) key-sites, giving details on the site,
species and numbers present, food sources
and relevant references  for further
infarmation. For swans, key sites have been
analysed only for the Bewick's and Whooper
Swans. Of these two species, the Bawick's
Swan is by far the mast abundant in the
Netherlands, nowadays present in numbers of
up to 19,000 between Mowvember and
January: For this spacies, 89 key sites have
been identified, the most important being
situated in the northern part of the country
lespecially the Lauwersmiser and its environsl,
in the area around the Border-lakes in
Flevoland sand in the River District in the
central part of the country. After arrival in
autumn, Bewick's Swans first visit shallow
waterbodies (Lauwersmeer and Border-lakes)
io feed on Potamogeton and, more recently,
on Charophytes (see Sjoerd Dirksen's report
later in this Newsletter). In November-
Daecember, distribution  shifts  towards
agricultural areas where the birds feed on
harvest remains and improved grassland.
Numbers of Whooper Swans are highly
dependent on the sevarity of winter conditions
in the Baltic. In severe winters up te 3,500
may be present whereas in regular (mild)
wintaers only 1,500 to 2,000 birds are
chserved. This species frequents only & key
sites, of which Flevaland and the forelands of
the lJssel river in the River District are the
miost important. Whooper Swans are observed
mainly on grassland and arable land



throughout the winter, especially on oilseed
rape. The third swan species, the Mute Swan,
is mainly resident, with highest numbers in the
western part of the country. Although the
current population size is not entirely clear
jestimatad at c. 15,000 individuals), there Is
avidence that numbers have remained stable
over the last 10 years. During wing-moult in
May-August, up to 9,000 non-breading Mute
Swans concentrate at  moulting  sites,
gspecizlly Lake lJsselmeer and the Haringvliet-
Lake Yalkerakmeer area, 3W-Netherlands.

The text of the booklet (275pp.) is written in
the Dutch language, but there's an extensive
English summary and-all figures and tables are
headed by English captions. To obtain a copy,
transfer NLG. 40 (incl. P&P) to girobank
account 2805988 of SOVON, Beek-Ubbergen
{re. goosefswan review) or contact Kees
Koffijberg at SOVON.

[E-mail sovon@inter.nl.net, attention Kees)

RUSSIAN SWAN BIBLIOGRAPHY: 1218-1945
PUELICATIONS

Jevgeni Shergalin, Sopruse pst. 175-58,
Tallinn EEOD34, Estonia, is kindly continuing
to provide details of the Russian Swan
Bibliography, Here papers published between
1918 and 1945 are listed in chroneclogical
order, As Dr Shergalin points out, the number
is astonishingly low, with only 7 papers
published during this period!

Buturlin, $.A. 1928. Skol'ko vidov lebedei u
nas i chio takoe "lebed” Davida" [How many
swan species have we and what is the
David's swanl. Ukr. myslyvets ta rybalka
|Ukrainiann Humter and Fisherman], No. 5/8,;
pp. 33-37. In Russian.

Hori, T. 18932, Swans of Sahgalien. Tor,
Vol. 7, Mo, 33/34, pp. 270-277. In Japanese.

Selevin, V. A, 1932, MNakhozhdenie lebedya
shipuna v Zaisnskoi kotlovine [Finding of the
Mute Swan in the Zaisan depression].
Okhotnik { rybak Sibiri [Hunter and Fisherman
of Siberal, Year 8, No. 1, pp. 24. In Russian,

Grate, H. 1235. Das Brutvorkommen des
Singschwans im europaischen Russland.
Beitr. Fortpfl.-biol. Vogel, Jg. 11, No. 1, pp.
28-29. In German.

Kompaniets. 1835. Lebedinyi promysel na
Ukraine [Hunting of swans in the Ukraine].
Boets-okhotnik [Soldier-Hunter], Year 5, No.
5, pp. 25-26. In Russian,

Jabouille, P. 1936, Le Cygne de David
{Cygnus davidi Swinh.) en Siberie. [David's
Swan [(Cygnus davidi Swinh.) In Siberial.
L'Oiseau et Rev. Franc. d'Crnithal., Vol, 6,
No. 1, pp. 152-1585. In French.

Anon. 1840, COLYMEBUS adamsi und
Cygnus bewickii als Brutvogel bei Petsamo
IFinnish Lapland). Ormithol. Monatsber,, Jg.
48, Ne. 8, pp. 188-189. Signature: Der
Herausgeber = E. Stresemann. In German,

TUNDRA SWAN NECK-COLLARS: AN APPEAL
FOR SIGHTINGS

Scott Petrie, Long Point Waterfowl and
Wetlands Research Fund, P.O. Box 160, Port
Rowan Ontario, Canada, NQOE 1MOQ

(E-mail spetrie@bse-eoc.org; tel +1 519 586-
35317; fax +1 519 586 3532).

Up to 400 Tundra Swans will be marked at
Long Peoint Bay on the north shore of Lake
Erie, Canada in the spring and fall of 1988,
using neck-collars and metal leg bands. Ten
Tundra Swans will also be equipped with 395
gram satellite transmitters and leg bands. All
collars are black with white
letter-letter-number codes all in a row. Scott
Petrie would greatly appreciate any reported
sightings or recoveries.

The first character is C, E, J, or K

The second characteris &, C, E, H, J, K, N, P,
R. T, V,orx

The third character is a number Q-9



STATUS REPORTS

A NEW AERIAL SURVEY OF WHOOPER
SWANS IN NORTHERN SWEDEN

Lief Nilsson, Ecelogy Building, University of
Lund, Swedean |E-mail:Lief.Nilsson@
zooekal.lu.se)

The Whooper Swan population of northern
Europe has shown a marked increase in
numbers in recent years, as illustrated by
censuses in the Nordic countries, described by
Bjarke Laubek in the Swan Specialist Group
Newsletter No. 6 fpp. 14-18).  In Sweden, as
in Finland, hunting pressure restricted the
species to sub-optimal habitats in the early
decades of the twentieth century, but the
species received total protection in 1926,

The first large-scale census of northern Fenno-
Scandia was undertaken in the years 1972-
75, when an aerial surveys of sample squares
and special study areas in the north of the
three MNordic countries ({south to 68% in
MNorway, to 65°N in Sweden and to 64*N in
Finland) were made (Haapanen & Milsson
1879). During this census, which included all
waterfowl Sspecies, regular transects of
squares were checked, covering 5% or 10%
aof the total wetland area in the different
regions of each country. The total breeding
population in this part of Europe was
astimated at the time to be 760 pairs {310.in
Sweden, 320 in Finland and 130 in Norway)
but only 38% of the pairs recorded in Sweden
were seen to have a nest,

When a survey of the Whooper Swan
breeding population was planned by the
Swedish Ornithological Society for summer
1997, | decided to repeat the old survey in
northern Sweden and obtained a grant for the
work from the Carl Tryggers Foundation for
Scientific Research, which had sponsored the
earlier work. The survey was undertaken in
cooperation with the regional organisers of the
national Whoaper Swan census.

During 50 hours of flying, between 30 May
and 6 June 18987, we covered the two
northernmost provinces of Sweden
{Norrbotten and Vasterhotten) from the coast
io the high meountain area, where swan
nesting habitats were to be found, The total

area in this part of Sweden is about 118,000
square kilometres, of which we checked 481
squares (bxb km) along linear transects, thus
checking all wetlands in 12,000 km?* for
breeding Whooper Swans. The transects
covered the entire area of the former survey
and were extended to include the whole of
the province of Vasterbotten, which had anly
been parily covered previously. Moreover, a
number aof special study areas of prime
waterfow| habitat, used for studying annual
variations in waterfow! populations in 1972
75, were included in the survey.

We used a high-winged CESSNA airplane,
equipped with tanks fer long-range flight,
flying at low speed at an altitude of c. 100-
150 m so that all potential swan breeding
areas could be checked by the 2 or 3
ocbservers working together, All swans seen
were checked at closer range, to detect any
nests belonging to "off-duty” swans,

A tatal of 178 Whooper Swan pairs with
nests were recorded within the transects, with
an additional 144 pairs seen on nests in the
special study areas and during transport
flights between the squares. A further 102
pairs without nests were sighted in the
squares and B9 in the other areas visited,

Extrapolation of the data gave an estimated
breeding poputation of 2780 Whooper Swan
pairs for the two provinces, of which 1760
had nests. This was markedly different from
the 310 pairs {120 nests) recorded during the
earlier sufvey. The 1887 observations
included the entire province of Vasterbotten,
which was only partly covered in 1972-75,
but Whooper Swans were not thought to be
breeding in Vasterbotten in the early 1970s.
A comparison of the 328 squares surveyed in
both periods found 12 nests present in 197 2-
75 and 142 in the same area in 1997, with an
additional 25 pairs and 74 pairs respectively
which had no nests. Changes in numbers
varied across the terrain, The overall increase
was tenfold, but the increase in special study
areas of prime waterfow! habitat in the north
of the country was only fivefald, from B to 43
nests. Also, as mentioned earlier, the species
spread into Vasterbotten province, which had
no breeding swans in the mid 1870s.



Most of the Whooper Swans were found in
areas with large mires in northern Sweden;
the percentage of wet mires recorded within
the squares was the only habitat variable that
correlated with swan density on a ragional
basis. The swans' breeding habitat also was
generally restricted to altitudes of less than
500 m, although there were some exceptions
to this rule. For instance, although the swans
occurred mainly in the mire-zone and coastal
regians, some isolated pairs were observed in
well-vegetated deltas in the high-alpine zone,
such as Rapa valley in the Sarek MNational
Park.

Data recorded during the 1987 survey are
now being analysed and a report will be
published in due course,

References:

Haapanen, A. & Nilsson, L. 1979, Breeding
waterfowl populations in northern
Fennoscandia. Ornis Scandinavica 10: 145-
278,

Laubek, B, 1997. Nordic Whooper Swan
project. Swean Specfalist Group Mewsletter
No. 6. pp. 14-15,

WHOOPER SWANS (Cygnus cyanus) IN
NORTH AMERICA

Carl D. Mitchell, Morth American Co-erdinatar,
Swan Spacialist Group, National Park Service,
P.O. Box 439, Copper Centre, AK 98573,
USA

Whooper Swans occur only rarely in North
America, yet this species recently has been
reported  breeding In Alaska (Sykes &
Sonneborn 1888), This nate is intended to
inform swan biclogists who do not have
access to Morth American literature of this
record, | also take this opportunity to review
other sightings of Whooper Swans in North
America, in order to put the breeding record
into perspective.

In the Palaearctic, Whooper Swans usually
breed at various disjunct locations throughout
the northern hemisphere, from lceland and
northern Eurasia east to the Bering Sea and
Kamchatka, south to the Caspian Ses,

Manchuria and Sakhalin (Delacour 1959,
Dement'ev ef a/. 1967, Scott 1872, American
Ornithologists  Union 1983). They
occasionally breed in southern Greenland and
Scotland. Wintering flocks ocour in western,
central and southern Europe (rarely narthern
Africa; Dement'ev et &/, 1967, AQU 1983),
east through the Black and Caspian Seas, to
southern China (occasionally India), Korea and
Japan (Dement'ev et af. 1967, Scott 1872},

In the Nearctic, Whooper Swans winter
(October to May) in the Aleutian Islands,
Alaska, USA (Wilke 1944, Kenyon 1961 and
1963, Bellrose 1976, Kessel & Gibson 1978,
and occasionally the Pribilof Islands, Alaska,
USA (Paimer 1976, AOU 1983). Specimens
were collected (Wilke 1944, Kenyon 1961
and 1963} and identification of birds and
bones from middens was confirmed. Palmer
(1978) mentions occasional sightings on the
northern Seward Peninsula, Alaska, USA, but
| believe these to be dubious. Whooper
Swans also have been recorded in Maine, USA
(Wilke 1944, Palmer 1978), although Wilke
(1944) suggests that there is some doubt
concerning the accuracy of the identification.
In 1992 a single Whooper Swan was obhserved
in Morth Dakota, USA (Bergman & Homan
1995). The authors acknowledge that this
sighting may have been of an escaped bird,
but were unable to trace any missing swans.
Whooper Swans are occasionally reported
during winter in Oregon, USA (D. J. Trachlell,
pars, comm,). Bergman and Homan {13995)
mention two sightings from Ontario, Canada,
believed to'be escaped from captivity. 1 have
been unable to find any other references to
Whooper Swan sightings in Canada, although
| acknowledge my access to the Canadian
literature is limited.

Previous observations from the Aleutian
lAmchitka, Attu, Adak, Little Kiska, possibly
Atka) and Pribilof {St. Paul) Islands have been
of relatively small numbers (<50} in family
groups or small flocks {Wilke 1944, Kenyon
1961 and 1963, Kessel & Gibson 1978)
between late October and May. J. Williams
{pers. comm.] confirmed that Whooper Swans
arg an annual migrant, eccurring in smail
numbers ("10s"). Sykes & Sonneborn (1998}
describe nests located on Attu Island in 1996
and 1887 at the same site {52°62'13"N,
173"15'46"E). Five cygnets were observed in
19986, and five egygs photographad in 1997.














































































