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Aims of the Group

o4 To ensure good communication between swan researchers world-wide, to promote
cooperative research and ringing programmes where appropriate, and to improve finks and
information exchange with other research groups.

P To identify gaps in our knowledge with a view to encouraging new projects in these areas.

* To advise effectively on swan management and conservation issues, especially at an
international level.

Structure of the Group

Aegional Co-ardinator (Eurasia):
Eileen © Rees, The Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust, Martin Mere, Burscough, near Ormskirk, Lancashire, L40 OTA, United
Kingdom, (E-mail: Eileen.Rees@wwi.org.uk).

Ragional Co-ordinator (Neotropics):
Roberto Schiatter, Instituto do Zoologia, Facultad de Ciencias, Universidad Austral de Chile, Valdiva, Chile.
{rschlatt@valdivia.uea.uach. gl

Regional Co-ordinatar (North America):

Carl D Mirchell, Wrangell-St. Efias National Park and Preserve, PO Box 433, Cepper Centre, Alaska 93573, USA.
{Carl_Mitchell@nps.gov).

Trumpeter Swan Co-ordinatar:

Carl D Mitchell, address given above,

Tundra Swan Co-ordinatars:
Raland Limpert, Maryland Department of Natural Resources, Tawes State Office Building B-3, 580 Taylor Avenue, Annapalis,
Maryland 21401, USA. {rimpert@dar.state.md.us),

Susan Earnst, Forest & Rangeland Ecosystem Centre - Baise Fiald Station, 970 Lusk Street, Boise State University, Boise,
Idaho 83706, USA. {searnst@eaqle.idbsu.edu).

Wheooper Swan Co-ordinator {leelandic Population):
Olafur Einarsson, lcelandic Institute of Natural History, Hlemmur 3, PO Box 5320, 1S-125 Reykjavik, Iceland. (oein@nattfs.is).

Whaooper Swan Ca-ordinator (Scandinavian/NW Russian Population):
Bjarke Laubek, National Environmental Research Institute, Grenavej 12, Kalo, DK-8410 Ronde, Denmark. {bji@dmu.dk).

Wheooper/Mute Swan Co-ardinater {Far Eastern Population):

Ma Ming, Xinjiang Institute of Biclogy, Pedology and Desert Research, Academia Sinica, No. 40 Beijing Road, Urumgi
B30011, Xinjiang, People’s Republic of China, (bedr@ms.xjb.ac.cnl,
Bewick's Swan Co-ordinator (NW European Population): ¥

Jan Beskman, Netherfands |nstitute of Ecology, Centre for Limnology, P.O. Box 1289, 3600 8G Maarssen, The Netherlands.
(Beekman@cl.nioa.knaw.ni)

Bewick's Swan Co-ordinator {(Far Eastern Population): Vacant

Mute Swan Ca-ordinator (Central/Eastern Europel:
Mariz Wielach, Ornithelogical Saciety, Nadwislanska 108, BO-680 Gdansk 40, Paland. [mwieloch@siornit.gda.pl)

Mute Swan Co-ardinatar (UKL
Bart Caoleman, 87 Park Lane, Bonehill, Tamwarth, Staffordshire, United Kingdom,

Black Swan Co-ordinator {Australia)
Richard Kingsford, NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service, PO Box 1567, Hurstville 2220, New South Wales, Australia.
Irichard. kingsford@npws.nsw.gov.aul

Black Swan Co-ordinator (New Zealand):
Murray Williams, Department of Conservation, PO Box 10-420, Wellington, Mew Zealand. (MWilliams@doc.gavt.uk).

Black-necked and Coscoroba Swan Co-ordinator:
Robertg Schlater, address given abave.



FOURTH INTERNATIONAL SWAN SYMPOSIUM:
AIRLIE (U.S.A.), FEBRUARY 2001

FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT
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The Fourth International Swan Symposium of the Wetlands International Swan
Specialist Group is scheduled to be held at Airlie, Virginia, U.S.A. in February 2001.

Registration details and calls for papers will be circulated in late 1999/early 2000.
Deadlines for abstracts will be given at that time.

Please indicate your initial interest in attending by completing and returning the
form on the last page of the newsletter.




EDITORIAL
Dear Colleagues

| am delighted to report that the Swan SG
Co-ordinators, after careful consideration,
have resolved that the Fourth International
Symposium of the Swan Specialist Group will
be held at Airlie, Virginia, USA, in February
2001, It is being held at the kind invitation of
Prof. William ("Bill"} Sladen and his
colleagues, and we are extremely grateful to
Bill for offering to host the meeting.

Airlie is beautifully set in the foothills of the
Appalachian mountains and the Conference
Centre is located in a 3,000 acre private
complex with boarding capacity for 175
persons. It specialises in scientific
conferences; meals, accomdation and
conference rooms are all within the Centre.
Some of the rooms overlook lakes holding
captive Trumpeter, Tundra and Whooper
Swans, The Airlie Reservoir, which receives
a variety of wildfowl including Redhead,
Green/Blue-winged Teal, Hooded Merganser,
Canvasback, Bufflehead and Ruddy Ducks is
nearby The Whistling Swan pub is available
for socialising. A variety of field trips have
been suggested; further information on these
will be available nearer the time! The
scientific programme will be developed by the
Swan 3G Co-ordinators over the next few
months and the themes of each session given
an the Registration Form, to be issued in late
1998/early 2000. Bearing in mind that it is
10 years since the last Swan Symposium (in
Oxford in December 1889), it is likely that
papers will be requested for a relatively broad
range of topics, but there will be one or two
nested themes within some of the sessions to
give the meeting more focus.

To obtain an initial idea of the numbers likely
to attend, we would be grateful if you could
complete and return the form on the last page
of this Mewsletter. For further information
about the Airlie Centre you can visit its Web-
site on http:/fwww.airlie.com/fanvironment
Jhtm

Eileen Rees, 553G Co-ordinator (Eurasial

INSTRUCTIONS FOR AUTHORS

The Swan Specialist Group Newsletter
publishes short papers with original data
concerning swan species, progress reports for
ongoing projects, recent abstracts, letters
{especially requests for information), news
items, descriptions of new methodologies,
etc. Reports/papers should be no longer than
1,500 words, including references,
preferably in English.  Figures, including
maps, should be drawn neatly in biack ink, in
a form suitable for photocopying. The editor
reserves the right to make minor alterations
to the text without consulting the author,

Readers should note that the opinions
expressed in the articles in the Swan
Specialist Group Newsletters are those of the
authors and do not necessarily represent
those of the Co-ordinators, WWT, Wetlands
International or I[UCN-S5C.

Please send your submissions to: Eileen
Rees, The Wildfow! & Wetlands Trust, Martin
Mere, Burscough, Grmskirk, Lancashire, L40
OTA, United Kingdom. Tel. +44 (01704
B95181 Fax: +44 (011704 892343 E-mail:
Eileen.Rees @wwt.org.uk

Submissions for the next edition of the SSG
NMewsfetter should be sent to the above
addrass byv30 November 19389,

WETLANDS INTERNATIONAL AND ITS
SPECIALIST GROUPS

Woetlands [nternational Conference, Senegal,
November 1998

The Second Wetlands International
Conference on Wetlands and Development,
incorparating the first Beard meeting of
Wetlands International, was held at Dakar,
Senegal from 8-14 November 1998, at the
kind invitation of the Government of Senegal,
One of the key resolutions ¢oming out of the
meeting, as far as the Specialist Groups are
concerned, was the securing of the position
of the Science Co-ordinator’s rale within the
International Co-ordinating Unit [ICU) of
Wetlands International. Nick Davidson



therefore will continue his vaiuable work in
advising on, stimulating and providing support
to Specialist Group activities. The five
workshops in the conference covered a range
of major wetland issues:

Sirategies for the wise use of
wetlands
Workshop 2: Strategies for conserving
migratory waterbirds
Workshop 3:  Integrated wetlands and water
resources management
Warkshop 4:  Woetland inventory,
assessment and monitoring -
practical techniques and
identification of major issues
Workshop 5: Financing wise use of
wetlands

Workshop 1:

Details of the workshop conclusions can be
found on the Wetlands International web-site
on: http://www.wetlands.agro.nl

Information from other Wetlands International
Specialist Groups

The fourth annual meeting of the Goose
Specialist Group was held in Matsushima,
Miyagi, Japan in association with the
Japanese Association for Wild Geese
Protection from 24-28 January 19899. A
Gocese Specialist Group web-page is soon 10
become available through the Wetlands
International web-site indicated above.

The fifth Woodcock and Snipe workshop was
held at the Research Station of the Pelish
Hunters Association in Czemlin, Poland on 3-
5 May 1998 and the proceedings will be
published through Wetlands International.
The latest edition of the Weodcock and Snipe
Specialist Group Newsletter has recently been
issued,

LETTERS/REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION/
ADVERTS

INTERNATIONAL BEWICK'S AND
WHOOPER SWAN CENSUS 15-16
JANUARY 2000

Jan H. Beekman’, Bjarke Laubek® and Peter
Cranswick?

% Netherlands Institute of Ecology,
Centre for Limnology, P.C. Box
1299, 3600 BG Maarssen, The

Netherlands,
{Beekman@cl.nioo.knaw.nl)
National Environmental Research
Institute, Grenave| 12, Kalo, DK-
8410 Ronde, Denmark.
{bjl@dmu.dk).
& Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust,
Slimbridge, Gloucester, GL2 7BT,
U.K. {Peter.Cranswick@wwt.org.uk)

Following a highly successful Bewick's and
Whooper Swan Census in 1995, and in order
to continue monitoring swan population
trends, the Swan Specialist Group {SSG) of
Wetlands International intends to organize a
new Swan Census for January 2000. We
wish to encourage all networks of
waterfowl/swan observers to participate in
the census. In order to avoid duplication of
effort. the census.is timed. to.coincide with
the International Waterfowl Census on the
weekend of 15/18 January 2000, and will be
organised regionally by the National IWC
coordinators. Overall coordination and
collation of results for the different
populations is being carried out by Jan
Beekman, Netherlands Institute of Ecology
{Bewick's Swans), Bjarke Laubek, National
Environment Research Institute in Denmark
(continental Whooper Swan population) and
Peter Cranswick, The Wildfow!| & Wetlands
Trust in UK {lcelandic Whooper Swan
population).

Monitoring the northern migratory swans

A very suecessful system for monitoring
changes in the northern migratory swan
populations has been developed over the past
15 years. Censuses focusing on Bewick's
Swans and covering all relevant countries
were organized in 1984, 1987, 1990 and
1985. Earlier population estimates were
based on general mid-winter waterfowl
counts, but coverage may have been
incomplete, Special censuses of the leelandic
population of Whooper Swans were organized
in 1986, 1991 and 1995 and provided near-
complete coverage of lceland, UK and Ireland.
Previous counts were made solely in the UK
or lceland. Recent ringing studies have
shown that a smail proportion of lcelandic
Whooper Swans winter in Norway, Denmark
and the Netherlands, with similarly small
numbers of Finnish-ringed birds wintering in
SE England, One notable success of the
1995 census was near complete coverage of




the continental Whooper Swan population -
the first time that this had been achieved!

Results of the Bewick's and Whooper Swan
Census 1995

Owverall, coverage during the 1985 census
was wvery good. The number of swans
counted for both species in each of the
different populations is given in the table
below. For continental Whooper Swans, the
results were most spectacular: more than
twice the number previously estimated were
actually counted, probably due to this being
the first integrated census for this population,
as well as to the more extensive coverage.
Bewick's Bwan numbers continued 1o
increase  slightly, whereas the |celandic
Whooper Swan population decreased slightly.

Swan population Grand total

| Bewick's Swan 29,300
Cygnus columbianus bewickil
(NW-Eurcpean population)
Whooper Swan | 59,000
Cygnus cygnus

{cantinental European papulation)
Whooper Swan 15,700

Cygnus cygnus
{leelandic populaticn)

These fluctuations are believed to be due to
annual wvariation in reproductive success.
Results of the 1995 census have been
published (lcelandic Whoopers in Wilafow! 47
and Swan Newsletter B, Bewick's Swans in
Swan Newsletter B), or are in press
([continental Whooper Swans in Vogelwelt
1889). The graphs given below show long-
term changes in northern swan populations
[please note the different scales on the Y-
axis). Again  this illustrates that the
continental Bewick's and Whooper Swans are
continuing to increase in numbers, whereas
the lcelandic population seems to be levelling,
or gven declining.

For all three populations, the mechanism
behind population regulation has vyet to be
determined. Limitations in nesting, moulting
or staging habitat are all potential factors,
and their impact on survival and reproductive
output is currently being studied. It is
therefore of crucial importance that the
present series of swan censuses are
continued in the years to come.
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A table listing which populations are to be counted in each country is given below. It is hoped that
observers in Europe are again willing to participate in the swan monitoring scheme, with the same
enthusiasm, endurance and involvement for the International Bewick's and Whooper Swan Census
2000 as in previous years,

Table indicating swan populations to be counted in each country / region,

Bewick's Swan Whooper Swan
Cygnus calumbianus bewicki Cygnus cygnus
Country Continental Icelandic population
population

Iceland no no yes
Republic of Ireland yes no yes
United Kingdom yes (yes) yes
Norway no yes (yes)
Sweaden . yes yes no
Denmark yes yes ' (yes)
Finland no yes no
Aland archipelago yes yes no
Estonia yes yes no
Latvia yes yes no
Lithuania yes - yes no
Russia (Kaliningrad) = yes no
Poland yes yes no
Germany ' yes yes ~ (yes)
The Netherlands yes yes {yes)
Belgium yes YES no
Czech Republic no yes no
Slovakia no yes no
Hungary no __yes no
Austria no yes no
Switzerland yes yes na
France YES _yes no
Spain no’ yes no

WORLD WIDE WEB SITES
{Update via Carl D Mitchell)

Airlie's "Ultra Swan" project description and
update can be found at:http://www.iapm.
org. click on "Environmental Studies”, then
click on “Trumpeter Swan Restoration
Project”., There's another option to click on
"Ultra Swans",

The Trumpeter Swan Society (TTSS) web
page Is at: htip://www, taiga.net/swans/
index. html. This provides a list of links, as
well as information on the Society.

Red Rock Lakes National Wildlife Refuge has
an excellent web site that can be reached
through the TTSS web page, and also should
soon be found at http;/iwww.fws.qov.
Infermation on other refuges important to
swans and other information on swans in
general can be obtained through this site.

Finally, information on Scott Petrie's Tundra
Swan sateliite-tracking can be found at
http://www_bsc-eoc.org. Click on "Long Point
Bird Observatory Programmes”, then on
"Long Point Wetlands and \Waterfowl!
Research Fund”, then click on "7Tracking
swans by satellite”.




RUSSIAN SWAN BIELIOGRAPHY: 1846-
1970 PUBLICATIONS

Jevgeni Shergalin, - Sopruse pst. 175-58,
Tallinn EE0034, Estonia, is kindly continuing
to provide detzils of the Russian Swan
Bibliography. Here papers published between
1850 and 1970 are listed in chronological
order,

Sharleman, N.V. 1950. 0O gnezdovanii
lebedya-shipuna na Ukraine [On the Mute
Swan nesting in the Ukraine]. Okhrana
prirody [Nature Conservation]. Issue 12. pp.
133-134.

Sharleman, N.V. 1850. O gnezdovanii
lebedya-shipuna na Ukraine [On the Mute
Swan nesting in the Ukraine]. Priroda
[Mature]. No, B. pp. 69.

Syroechkovskiy, E.E. 1955, Lebed-klikun v
del'te Volgi i na severnom Kaspii [The
Whooper Swan in the Volga River delta and in
the northern Caspian Seal. FPriroda [Naturel],
MNo. 11. pp. 117-118.

Teplov, V.P. 1895. O rasprostranenii i
prolete lebedyakiikuna (Cygnus cygnus L.) v
raione Pechoro-llychskogo zapovednika [On
the distribution and passage of the Whooper
Swan (Cygnus cygnus L.} in the region of the
Pechora-llych Nature Reservel. Trudy Byuro
koltsevaniya |Proe. of Ringing Bureaul. No. 8.
pp. 171-173.

lvanauskas, T.L., Zubavichius, T. 19586,
Reakklimatizatsiya lebedya-shiopuna v Litve
[Mute Swan re-acclimatization in Lithuanial.
Byufl, MOIP (Bull. of Moscow Naturalist's
Soc.]. Mov. ser. [New Series], Otd. biol,
[Dept. hiol.]. Val. 61, No. 65,
pp. 5-8.

Sabinevkiy, B.V. 1858. O nizhne-dneprovskoi
pepulyatsii lebedya-shipuna [On Mute Swan
population in the Lower Dnieper areal, Trudy
Chernomoarskogo zapovednika [Froc. of the
Black Sea Nature Reserve]. |ssue 2. pp. 87-
0.

Valyus, M., 1959, Materialy po bialogii
lebedya-shipuna v Litve [Material on Mute
Swan biology in Lithuanial. Ornitologiva
[Ornithologyl. Issue 2. pp. 221-227.

Ivanauskas,T. 1960. Zunahme des

Hokerschwanes in Litauen, Fatke. Jg.7, H.6.
£.190. In German.

Valyus, M.l,, Murashka, LV. 19860,
Estestvennaya reakklimatizatsiva |ebedya-
shipuna v Litve i drugikh raionakh Pribaltiki
[Natural re-acclimatization of the Mute Swan
in Lithuania and other regions of the Baltic
areal. Tez. doki. Chetvertoi Pribalt. Orn,
Konf. |Abstracts of 4-th Baltic Orn. Conf.],
28.07-02.08.1960, Riga. pp. 13-14,

Virogradov, V.V, 1980. Skoplenie lebedei v
Kyzyl-Agachskom zapovednike [Swan
concentrations in Kyzyl-Agach  Nature
Reservel. Okhota / okhot, khoz-vo [Hunt and
hunting industry]. No. 12. pp. 52-53: |ll,

Borovitskaya, G.K. 1961. O gnezdovanii
lebedya-klikuna v Buryatii [On the Whooper
Swan breeding in Buryatial. Uchen. zapiski
[Proceedings] Buryat. ped. inst. No. 24, pp.
79-81.

Ling, R.G. 1961. 0 novom zaselenii
lebedem-shipunom Estonskoi SSR [On new
settling by the Mute Swan of the Estonian
SSR]. Ekologya i migratsii ptits Pribaltiki
[Ecology and migrations of birds of the Baltic
area). Riga. pp. 81-83.

Murashka, V., Valyus, M.l 1961.
Estestvennaya reakklimatizatsiya lebedya-
shipuna v Litve i na blizlezhashchikh

territorivakh [Natural re-acclimatization of the
Mute Swan in Lithuania and in adjacent
territories]>  Ekologiva [ migratsiya ptits
Pribaltiki [Ecology and migrations of birds of
the Baftic areal. Riga. pp. 71-81: ill

Ardamatskaya, T.B. 1862. O rasprostranenii
i prolete lebedya-klikuna v raione
Chernomorskogo zapovednika {On distribution
and passage of the Whooper Swan in the
region of the Black Sea Nature Reservel.
Materialy Il Vsesoyuznoi orn. konf.
[Materials of the 3rd All-Union Orn. Conf.],
11-17.09.1962, Lvov. Book 1. pp. 20-21.

Danilov, N.N. 1962. Proshloe i sovremennoe
rasprostranenie lebedya-klikuna na Urale [The
past and modern distribution of the Whooper
Swan in the Uralsl. Ornitologiya
[Ornithology]. No. 5. pp. 281-283.

Minoranskiy, V.A. 1962. Lebed-klikun na
ozere Manych-Gudilo [The Whooper Swan on



Manych-Gudilo Lake]. Priroda |[Narture]. No.
6. pp. 128.

Polov, A. 1962. Zimovka lebedei na Altae
[The swans wintering in Altai]l. Priroda
[(Naturel, No. 3. pp. 127: il

Zhnelnin, V.A, 1962, 0O pereletakh
gumennika i lebedya-klikuna v Estonii [On
migrations of the Bean Goose and Whooper
Swan in Estonial. Ormitologiva [Ornithology].
No. 5. pp. 333-336.

Krivonosov, G.A. 1963. Sovremennoe
sostoyanie chislennosti  lebedya-shipuna
(Cygnus ofor Gm.) v del'te Volgi i mery po
okhrane ego gnezdovaniya [Modern status of
the Mute Swan (Cygnus ofor Gm.) number in
the Volga River delta and conservation
measures for its breedingl. Trudy
Astrakhanskogo zapovednika [Proc. of the
Astrakhan Nature Reserve]l. No. B. pp. 235-
243: map.

Shekhov, A.G. 1963. Gnezda lebedei v
Kubanskikh limanakh [The swan nests in the
Kuban estuaries] Priroda [Mature]. No. 10.
pp. 127-128: ill.

Valyus, M.l. 1963. Lebedinoe ozero: [Oz.
Zhu vintas, Lit SSR] [The swan's lake:
[Zhuvintas Lake, Lithuanial. Okhota i ckhot.
khoz-vo (Hunt and hunting industry]l. No. 5.
pp. 24-25: ill.

Veroman, H. 1964. Teatage merikotka ia
kuhmnokkluige pesadest [Please inform about
nests of the White-tailed Eagle and Mute
Swanl. Festi Loodus [Estonian Naturel. No.
2. pp. 115, In Estonian.

Paakspuu, V. 1964. Kuhmnokk-luigest
Matsalus ja Laane-Eestis [Mute Swan in
Matsalu and Western Estonia). Eest/ Loodus
[Estonian Nature]. No. 3. pp. 174-1786,

Krivonosov, G.A. 1964, Lebed'-shipun v
del'te Vogi [The Mute Swan in the Volga
River deltal. Materialy !l Vsesoyuznoi ornit.
konferentsii |Materials of the 3rd All-Union
Om. Conf.], 11-17.09,1962. Lvov. Book 2.
pp. 48-49.

Krivonosov, G.A. 1985. Opyt absolyutngo
ucheta chislennosti lebedya-shipuna v delte
Volgi [Experience of the absolute count af the

Mute Swan number in the Volga River delta].
Geografiya resursov vodoplavayushchikh ptits
v SSSR, sostoyanie zapasov, puti'ikh
vosproizvodstva i pravilnogo ispolzovanoya:
Tez. dokl. soveshch. 7-8.04. 1965
[Geography of waterfow! resources of the
USSR, status of stock, ways of their
reintroduction and wise management:
Abstracts of Meetingl. M. lIssue 1. pp. 160-
161.

Markowv, V.. 18985, Lebed-klikun v
vulkanicheskikh raionakh Kamchatki [The
Whooper Swan in volcanic regions of
Kamchatkal. Geografiya resursov
vadoplavayushchikh ptits v S55R, sostoyanie
zapasov, puti ikh vosproizvodstva |
pravii'nogo  ispol'zovaniya: Tez. dokl.
soveshch., 7-8.04.1965. [Geography of
waterfow! resources of the USSR, status of
stocks, ways of their reintroduction and wise
management]. M. Issue 2. pp. 101-102.

Molodovskiy, AV, 1965. Lebed-klikun na
yuzhnom Mangyshlake [The Whooper Swan
in Southern Mangyshlak]. Ornitologiva
[Ornithology]l. No. 7. pp. 481,

Paakspuu, V.M. 1867. Nablyudeniya za
proletom lebedei po zapadnomu poberezh'yu
Estonii [Observations on swan passage along
western shore of Estonial. Soobshch. Pribalt.
komis. po fzuch. migratsiy ptits [Communic.
of the Baltic Commiss. on Study of Bird
Migr.]. No. 4, pp. 46-53.

5
Kostin,Yu.V,1968. Lebed'-shipun v
Karkinitskom  zalive i rezul'taty ego
kol'tsevaniya [The Mute Swan in the Gulg of
Karkinit and results of its ringing]. Migratsii
zhivotnykh [Animal migrations]. No. 5. pp.
5:11: map.

Kostogled, V.E. 1968, K gnezdovaniyu
lebedya-shipuna v Priazovskikh plavnyakh [On
the Mute Swan breeding in the Cis-Azov Sea
areas). Sb.  npauch.-techn. informatsii.
[Collection of Scient.-techn. inform.]
VNIIZRP. No. 22. pp. 108-109.

Pazkspuu, V.M. 18968. Lebed'-shipun na
Matsaluskom zalive [The Mute Swan in
Matsalu Bayl. Trudy zapovednikov ESSR
[Proc. of Nature Reserves of the Estonian
SSR]. lssue 1. pp. 170-172.

Viksne, Ja. 1968. Rezul'taty uchetov











































































