WETLANDS

INTERNATIONAL

Swan Specialist Group Newsletter

Published by the Wildfow! & Wetlands Trust
for Wetlands International
Editor: Eileen C. Rees

Contents

Fourth International Swan Symposium (Second Announcement)

Registratien Form
Editorfal
Instructions for Authors

Woedands International and its Specialist Groups

MNew Wetlands International Science Co-ordinator

A new web site for 2000

Information from other Wetlands Internadonal Specalist Groups

Letters/Requests for Infarmation/Advertisements

Arctic birds: an international breeding conditions survey

Athas of Key Sites for Anatidae Populations in the East Asian Flyway
World Wide Waeb Sites

Swan SG member seeks research opportunity
Translations of Russian swan literature

Satus Reports
Effect of El Ninc on sbundance and reproduction of the Black-necked
Swan (Cygnus melancorhyphus) in central Chile

MNew Studies/Research Groups
Mew ringing programme in the Lena-Delts State Reserve

Progress Repors

A hierarchical genetic analysis of swan reladonships

The breeding population of the Mute Swan in central Poland: factors
influencing its breeding success

Meetings/Conferences

UK Swan Study Group Update

| 7th Trumpeter Swan Society Conference
MNeotropical Waterfowl Symposium
Forthcaming meatings

Recent abstracts

Recent swan publications

Appendix

{a) New members of the Swan Specialist Group
(b} Changes of address and contact numbers
(c) Current email addresses

(d) Missing S5G Members

]

10
10

12
12
2
I2

13
14

16
17
19
12

No 9. Aopril 2000



SSG

Aims of the Group

® To ensure good communication between swan researchers world-
wide, to promote cooperative research and ringing programmes where
appropriate,and to improve links and information exchange with other

research groups.

® To identify gaps in our knowledge with a view to encouraging new

projects in these areas.

® o advise effectively on swan management and conservation issues,

especially at an international level,

Structure of the Group

Regicnal Co-ordinator (Eurasia):

Eileen C Rees, The Wildfowl & Wedands Trust, Martin
Mere, Burscough, near Ormskirk, lancashire, L40 OTA,
United Kingdom. (E-mail: Eileen.Rees@wwiorg.uk).

Regional Co-ordinator (Neotropics):

Roberto Schiatter, Institute do Zoologia. Faculad de
Ciencias, Universidad Austral de Chile, Valdiva, Chile.
(rachlatt@valdivia.uca.vach.d)

Regional Co-ordinator (North America):

Carl D Micchell, Wrangell-St. Elias' Matcnal Park and
Preserve, PO Box 439, Copper Centre, Alaska 99573, USA.
{Carl_Mitchelll@nps.gov).

Trumpeter Swan Co-ordinator:
Carl D Mitchell, address given above.

Tundra Swan Co-ordinators:
Roland Limpert, Maryland Department of Matural
Resources, Tawes Stmte Cffice Building B-3, 580 Taylor
Avenue, Annapalis, Maryland 21401, LUSA,
{rlimpert@dnr state.md.us).

3usan Earnst, Forest & Rangeland Ecosystem Centre - Boise
Field Station, 970 Luzk Street. Boise State University, Boise,
idaho 83706, USA, (searnst@eagle boisestata edu).

Whooper Swan Co-ordinator (lcelandic Population):

Olafur Einarsson, lcelandic Institute of Matural History,
Hlemmur 3, PO Box 5320, 15-125 Reykavik. lceland,
{oein@nards.is),

Whooper Swan Co-ordinator (Scandinavian/NW Russan
Population):

Bjarke Laubek. Willemoesgade 6.1. B200 Aarhus M.
Denmark. (laubek@post | 0.tele.dk).

Whooper/Mute Swan Co-ordinator

Population):

Ma Ming Xinjiang Institute of Ecology and Geography,
Academia Sinica, 40 Beijing Road, Urumgi 83001 |, Xinjiang
Peaple's Republic of China. (maming321 1@263.net),

(Far  Eastern

Bewick's Swan Co-ordinator (NW Eurepean Population):
Jan Beekman, Metherlands Institute of Ecology, Centre far
Limnolegy, P.O. Box 299, 3600 BG Maarssen, The
Metherfands. (Beekman@cl.nico.knaw.nl)

Bewick's Swan Co-ordinator (Far Eastern Population):

Wacant b

Mute Swan Co-ordinator (Central/Eastern Eurcpe):
Maria Vvigloch, Ornithological Socery, MNadwistanska |08,
80-680 Gdansk 40, Peland, (mwieloch{@stornitgda.pl)

Mute Swan Co-ordinator (UK):
Bert Coleman, 67 Park Lane, Bonehill,
Staffordshire, United Kingdam.

Tamwaorth,

Black Swan Co-ordinator (Australia)
Richard Kingsford, NSW Natianal Parks & Wildlife Service,
PO Box 1967, Hurstville 2220, New Sauth Wales, Australia,
(richard kingsford@npws.nsw gov.au)

Black Swan Co-ordinator (New Zealand):
Murray Williams, Department of Conservation, PO Box |0-
410, Wellingzon, New Zealand. (MWilliams@doc govt.uk).

Black-necked and Coscoroba Swan Co-ordinator
Roberto Schlatter, address given above,




SECOND ANNOUNCEMENT

Fourth International

Swan Symposium

|3-18 February 2001
Airlie,Virginia, USA

he Fourth International Swan

Sympasium will be held at the
Airlie Environmental Centre, Airlie,
Virginia, USA from [3-18 February
2001.  The international swan sym-
posia, held every |0 years, provide a
forum for members of the Swan
Specialist Group (S5G), and other
interested partes, to discuss the most
recent results of their swan research
programmes, to identify gaps in knowl-
edge with a view to encouraging new
projects in these areas, and to facilitate
the development of collaborative stud-
ies where appropriate. The 385G,
which includes mast of the world's
leading swan researchers in its mem-
bership, forms part of the Wetlands
Internatanal IUCN-Species  Survival
Commission Specialist Group net-
work. As such, it Is charged with pro-
viding the sound scientfic basis for
advising on swan management and con-
servation issues, aspecially at flyway
or international levels. Wetlands
International is the world's leading
nan-profit organisation concerned
with the conservation of wetlands and
wetland species. It comprises 3 global
network of governmental and non-gov-
ernmental experts working on wet-
lands, with actvities currenty under-
taken in more than 120 countries. S5G
membership similarly is derived from
47 countries world-wide.

Itis more than |0 years since the 3rd
International Swan Symposium (held at
Oxford, England, in 198%), and several
majar research projects have been
undertaken in the intervening period.
The programme of the 4th
International Swan Symposium there-
fore will be relatively broad., to accom-
modate the range of activity, and will
aim to include papers and posters on
population trends, population dynam-
ics, the ecology of migration, site selec-

tion, feeding ecolegy, physiology,
behavioural studses, life-histery strace-
gies, management and conservation.
The papers and proceedings will be
peer-reviewed and published to ensure
that the information gained is dissemi-
nated to a wider audience.

Additionally, we are pleased to
announce that the 18th Conference of
The Trumpeter Swan Society will be
held in conjunction the 4th
Intermational Swan Symposium. Key
scientific papers concerning the bialogy
and management of Trumpeter Swans
will be included in the thematic ses-
sions of the Symposium. A one-day
workshop focussing on Trumpeter
Swan restoration programmes s curs
rently planned to follow the main
meenng.

Airlie is based in the beautiful
foothills of the Appalachian mountajns.
The Conference Cenwre is set in a
3,000 acre private complex with
boarding capacity for 175 persons. It
specialises in scientific conferences;
meals, accommeodation and conference
rooms are all provided within the
Centre. Some of the rooms overlook
lakes holding captive Trumpeter,
Tundrz and Whooper Swans. The
Airlie Resarvoir, which receives a vari-
ety of wildfowl including Redhead,
Green/Blug-wingsd Teal, Hooded
Merganser, Canvasback, Bufflehead and
Ruddy Ducks, is nearby. The Whisding
Swan pub is available for socmlising.
Field trips available before and during
the Symposium, include: (I) Wildfowl
Trust of North America to see
Maryland/Virginia's 30,000 Tundra
Swans and (i) the famous
Chincoteague reserve in Virginia which
receives waders, Brent Geese, and vast
numbers of Greater and Lesser Snow
Geese. For further information about

the Airlie Centre you can visitits Web-
site on  heepulwww airlie.com/environ-
menthtm.

Schedule
Pre-Symposium Deadlines

31st August 2000:

Final date by which extended
abstracts should be submitted for con-
sideationbytheS c lentifi ¢
Committee. Al abstracts should be
sent to:

Eileen Rees, Wildfowl & Wetlands
Trust, Martdn Mere, Burscough, near
Ormskirk, Lancashire, L40 OTA .Email;
Eileen Rees@wwrorg.uk.

For further demils of requirements,
when submitting both abstracts and
papers, please see the Call for Papers

secuon below,

3list August 2000:

Initial  Registration,  indicating
whether attendance dependant on
sponsorship.

End October 2000:

Scientific Committee agrees which
papers should be presented at the
meeting, and which accepted as
posters. Authors informed of decision,

End November 2000
Confirmation of Registration and
Registratian Paymenc

During the Symposium

11-13 February 2001: Pre-confer-
ence ecotour to MNorth Carolina to
view the largest wintering flocks of
Tundra Swans on the Adantuc flyway
{50,000+ winter in NC), going via the




famaous Chincoteague NWR in Virginia,
te include a demonstration of rocket
netting and marking of swans in North
Carolina if conditions permit  Thoss
interested in attending this pre-confer-
ence excursion please apply to
Donielle  Rininger, Environmental
Studies at Aurlie, 7078 Aurlie Road,
Warrenton, VA 20187, USA (tel +I
540 34| 3239, fax +| 540 349 4236,
Email: envstudies@erols.com) for
additional information, including costs

13 February 2000 Arrival of partic-
pants not attending the pre-symposium
ecotour. Registration. Evening meal
and socialising,

14 February 2001: Scientific sessions,

15 February 2001 Scientific sessions
{(day), Swan Specialist Group business
meeting (evening).

|6 February 2001: Symposium field
trip to Chesapeake Bay for bird-watch-
ing and a visit to the Wildfowl Trust of
MNorth America.

|7 February 2001; Scientific sessions.
Evening banquet.

I8 February 2001: Check-out after
breakfast. Provisional date for The
Trumpeter Swan Socety 18th
Canference workshop.

Note: Full draft manuscripts of
papers should be submitted during the
Symposium.

The commirtee hopes to develep z
separate programme for spouses not
involved/interested in swan research
during the scientific sessions.

After the Symposium

March to May 2001, Draft papers cir-
culated to referses for additional com-
ment and final acceptance for publica-
tion,

August 2001: Revised manuscripts
returned to the editors

End 2001:
Proceedings

Publication of the

Registration Details

Sponsorship

Accommedatien and
Registration Casts:

The cost of attending the sympo-
sium, including full meals (breakfast,
lunch and dinner) is:

US$125/night per person for single
occupancy rooms ($625 for 5 nights,
|3-17 February).

USS | 00/night per person for double
occupancy rooms ($500 for 5 nights,
13-17 February)

It is anticipated that this will include
the mid-symposium field trip (on 16
February) and a topy of the
Proceedings, but not the pre-sympo-
sium ecotour.

Day registration is available for par-
ucipants saying locally with friends or
project volunteers at a rate of
USS$25/day, including lunch and coffee
breaks. Day registrants may opt to
attend the banquetr (for an addidonal
LS$25), the mid-symposium field trip
{additional US$20) and to receive a
copy of the proceedings (additional
USS15).

For initial registration for the 4th
Intermavional Swan Symposium, please
complete the Registration Form oVer-
leaf and send i, no later than 3list
August 2000 to:

Donielle Rininger
Environmental Studies ar Airlie
7078 Airtre Road
Warrenton, VA 20187
UsA
Teh +1 540 341 323%;
Fax: +1 540 349 4236;
Email: envstudies{@ersls.com

Please confirm your registration and
send payment in full, again to Donielle
Rininger at the above address, no later
than  30th  November 2000
Accommedation can only be guaran-
teed for reservations made before this
date. Late bookings will be subject to
availabilicy

Cheques should be n US Dollars,
made payable to: “Environmental
Studies-IAPM’

Some limited funds will be available
to cover the travel and accommoda-
tion costs of delegates without financial
resources to attend the meeting. In
mast cases sponsorship will depend on
the quality of data likely to presented,
which in turn will be determined by the
Scientific Committee's review of the
extended abstracts submitted by 3ist
August 2000. The resource available
for spensorship currently is uncertain,
so it s possible that there will be Insuf-
ficient funds to cover the costs of
everyone that we would like to attend.
In these cases, good quality papers may
be wbled at the meeting (ie photo-
copied and circulated to participants),
and published in the Proceedings, even
if the author is unable to present the
paper in person

Call for Papers

The Fourth International Swan
Symposium will consider papers on a
broad range of subjects, to cover the
many new research projects undertak-
en in the last decade. Scientific papers
will be presented in one of the follow-
ing thernatic sessions:

(1) Populatien trends and population

dynamics,

(2) Ecology of migration and factors
affecting site selection.

(3) Feeding ecology, physiclogy and
Energetcs.

(4) Bresding biology and demogra-
phy.

(5) Management and conservation
(inchsding hunting, marking methods
and raintroduction programmes).

(6) General biolagy (including taxen-
omy/molecular studies and
evolutionfanimal health).

Extended abstracts, which should
include a brief description of metheds
and preliminary results, as well as the
aims of the study, should be submitted
no later than 3 1st August 2000 to:
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Dr Eileen Rees
The Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust
Martin Mere, Burscough
near Ormskirk
Lancashire L40 OTA
LK
Tel +44 | 704 B9518]
Fax +44 | 704 892343
Email: eilleen.rees@wwtorg.uk

The extended absuacts may be sent
by E-mail, by post, or preferably bath

These will be assessed by the
Scientific Committee to determine
which papers should be presented at
the symposium, with authors being
infarmed of the decision In late
Ocrober o early November

Those unable to atend the sympo-
sium, for financial or other reasans, but
who would like to submit a paper for
tabling at the meeting, should send the
full manuscripr 1o reach Eileen Rees by
the end of December 2000, Copies of
tabled papers will be circulated to del-
egates at the meeting, and will be con-
sidered rtogether with presented

papers far publication in  the
Symposium Proceedings.

Three copies of the completed draft
manuseripts, mcluding tables, figures
and photocepies of illustravons, should
be handed in at the symposium, for
more detalled peer-group review prior
to publicatan

A poster session also will be held at

the meeting for those who would like
to present the results of their work
but wha are not ready to submit a full
paper. Authors of posters should sub.-
mit a short (one paragraph) abstract to
Eileen Rees, at the above address, by
the end of December 2000, 1o ensure
that space for the poster is allocated at
Ajrlie

Publication of Proceedings

Papers presented at the symposium
will be publithed to ensure that the
results of the research programmes
form a basis for future management

and research programmes. We are

currently in discussions with the editor
of the scientfic journal Wacerbirds,
with a view te the Proceedings being
published as a special velume.
Wacerbirds, which is published twice a
year, is the scientific journal of The
Waterbird Society (previously the
Colaonial Waterbird Society) and has an
expanding reputation, |t specialises n
the biclegy, status, management and
conservation of waterbirds. Authars
therefore are recommended to follow
the Waterbirds style when preparing
their manuscripts. Papers are normal-
ly divided into the fallowing sections:
Abstract, Introduction, Methods, Scudy

Area, Results, Discussion,
Acknowledgements and  Literature
Cited.  Most manuscripts will need

some revision following the peer-
group review process after the
Sympasium, however, 16 more precise
information on preparation of the final
manuscripts will be provided at the
meeting. Meanwhile, further informa-
tien an The Waterbird Society can be
obtained by visiting its Web-site:
htrp:/fwww.nmnh.sl edu/BIRDMNET/
CwWS/
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Fourth International Swan Symposium
REGISTRATION FORM

Family Mame: First Name:
Date of Birth: . . Gender (male/fermale);
Madonality: Occupation
Submitting: (a) Paper: Yes (O Ne O (b) Poster: Tes O Ma O
Paperfposter title:
Telephane Mo, — Fax Na: E-rmail:
Able to attend Symposium: Tes 0 Mo O
(Mote: if "Mo’, paper may be mbled at meeting)

Arendance dependent en sponsorship: Yes O No d
Pre-conference excursion {1 1-13 Feb) Yes 0 Mo O
Full registration (13-18 Feh): Yes [ Ng [

Single occupancy reom O (towl cost $625)

Double occupancy room O (rotal cost $500)

If double, name of preferred rcom-mate:

Part registration (with overnight stay) Yes O . Ne d

Dates ateending:

Single occupancy room Yes i Me a {&125/person/night)
Double occupancy reom Yes 0 No [ {$100/person/night)
If double, name of preferred room-mate:

Day registration (no overnight stay) Yes O No O {$25/personiday)
Dates atrending:
Pius one day field trip Yes 0 Mo 0 ($20)
Plus banquet Yes O No a {$25)
Plus proceedings Yes 0 Mo d ($15)

Registration Payment included with farm Yes O (£ ) MNo O (3 }

1 Please return this form to: Denielle Rininger, Environmental Studies at Airlie, 7078 Airlie Road, Warrenton, VA
20187, USA (Tel +1 540 341 3239, Fax +| 540 349 4236; Email: envstudies@erols.com) by 3 |st August 2000
with confirmation of attendance and full Registration Payment by 30th November 2000.
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Editorial

Dear Colleagues

Welcome to the 9th edition of the Swan Specialist Group Mewsletter which,
althsugh a little lighter than usual, as people focus on presenttions for the
Fourth International Swan Symposium, nevertheless includes some useful ref-
erences as the results of on-going studies are analysed and published. | am
grateful to everyone who has taken the trouble, at this busy time, to inform
me of pragress on their current research programmes, and of papers pub-
lished or in press,

The main activity for the Swan Specalist Group in 2000 is undoubtedly
preparation for the 4th International Swan Sympostum, to be held at Ajrlie
from 13-18 February 2001. Full dewils are given at the front of this

August 2000 for extended abstracts, cited in the “Call for Papers”. Timely
submission of the abstracts will enable the Scientific Committee (comprised
mainly of the Swan SG Coordinators) to work quickly in determining which
papers are to be given as oral presentations, and to plan the sclentific sessions
accordingly. Meanwhile, we must thank our American hosts, particularly Bill
sladen, Donielle Rininger, Carl Mitchell, Dave Weaver, Susan Earnst and other
members of the team far their continuing efforts in organising and fund-rais-
ing for the meeting

Earlier this year, in mid January 2000, many Swan SG members were
Invalved in the international censuses of Bewick's and Whooper Swans win-
tering in northwest Europe. The international censuses are made every 5
years to provide valuable infermation on current population size, trends and
distribution, which in turn are important for site protection and species con-
servation. Hopefully inital results of the January 2000 censuses will be dis-
seminated at the Symposium, or shortly thereafter.

Hileen Rees
553G Co-gordinator (Eurasia)

%

Newsletter, but | would like to draw your attention to the dead-line of 315t |

|

Instructions for Authors

The Swan  Specialist Grouop
Mewsletter publishes short papers
with original data cencerning swan
species, progress reports for angoing
projects, recent abstracts, letters
{especially requests for information),
news items, descriptions of new
methodologies, etc. Reports/papers
should be no longer than 1,500 wards,
including references. Figures, including
maps. should be drawn neatly in black
ink, in a form suitable for photocopy-
ing. The editor reserves the right to
make minor alterations to the text
without consulting the author,

Readers should note that the opin-
ions expressed in the artides in the
Swan Spedialist Group Mewsletiers are
those of the authors and do not neces-
sarily represent those of the Co-ordin-
ators, WWWT, Wedands International
or IUCN-55C.

Please send your submissions to;
Eileen Rees, The Wildfowl & Wetands
Trust. Martn Mere, Burscough,
Ormskirk, Lancashire, L40 O0TA,
United Kingdom. Tel +44 (0)1704
895181 Fac +44 (0)1704 892343
Email: eileen.rees @wwiorguk

The final date for contributions o
the next edivon of the 558G Mewsletter
is 3|1 December 2000.

Wetlands International
and
its Specialist Groups

Wetlands International appoints new
International Science Co-ordinator

Wedands  Interpational is  very
pleased to announce the appointment
of Dr Douglas Taylor as International
Science Co-ordinator. He will succeed
Dr Mick Davidson, who has accepted
the position of Deputy Secretary-
General at the Ramsar Convention. Dr
Taylor will formally jein the
International Co-ordination Unit (in
Wageningen, The Metherlands) in April
2000.

Dr Taylor has most recently been
employed by Somerset County
Council in the United Kingdam with
responsibilicy for wetlands manage-
ment. Prior to this he worked with
IUCM as Technical Advisor to the
Government of Uganda, where he was
invalved In the formulation of the
national wetlands policy.

DOr Tayler has been involved in a2
number of other wetands projects,
including a number of steering groups,
25 a contributer to The Global
Wetlands Resource Inventary for the
Ramsar Convention, membership on
the |UCM Commission on Ecosystem
Management and he has led expert
missions In Kenya, Uganda, Belarus,
South Africa and Botswana, In addition,
he has worked with several volunteer
and expert groups (for example on the
Kenya Bird Adas) during wetland bird

counits.

Dr Taylor's original discipline is biol-
ogy with a B.Sc. in Biology and D.Phil of
Plant Physiclogy/Biachemistry from the
University of Sussex. He spent a num-
ber of years as a lecturer at the
University of Mairabi in Kenya as well
as a stnt at the University of Sussex in
the UK.

The stafl of the International Co-
erdination Unit welcomes Dr Doug
Taylor to Wetlands International and
looks farward to working with him.




A new Web Site for 2000

Wetlands Intermational - Africa
Europe Middle East ('AEMA) is pleased
to announce the launch of its new web
site (at the previous address of
httpi/fwww wetlands.agronl).  Using
the corporate image already developed
for our publications, the site includes a
number of features which we believe
will improve your browsing experience
including:

® |mproved navigation with a compre-
hensive home page menu structurs

® Links to a large number of technical
publications available for browsing on-
line, or downloading, or even on-line
purchasing

® MNews from sub-regional pro-
grammes, with local language presena-
ticns to follow soon

® The Ramsar Database - with contin-
uing en-gaing extension of interactive
maps to all Contracting Parties and
their Ramsar sites, and more!

® Regular news, events and views on
wetlands in the Africa, Europe and
Middle East Region

Comments, suggestions, information
and news items are warmly welcomed
and should be mailed ta:

frazier@wettands.agro.nl
or
nash(@wetlands agro.nl

duced by VWetands international and
eriss {through the Wetland Inventory
& Monitoring Specialist Group) for the
Ramsar Convention

® Cormorant Specialist Group Bulletin
Mo, 3.

® Duck Specialist Group Bulletin Mo,
Z

®  Flamingo  Specialist
Mewsietter No., B

Group

® Woodcock and Snipe Specialist
Greup Mewsletter Mo, 24,

® Goose Populations of the Western
Palearctic. A reyiew of status and dis-
tribution. This report. co-produced by
Wetlands Internaticnal and the
Mational Environmental Research
Institute, Denmark, is an impressive
volume, written largely by members of
the Goose Specialist Group.

Seaduck Specialist Group
Meeting.

The Wetands International Seaduck
Specialist Group (SeSG) is planning to
hald regular meetings, which willl
include a programme of presentations
and workshops. The first meeting,
which will be held in Mals, Jutland,
Denrmark from: 29 November to 3
December 2000, will include a work-
shop on Scoter winter ecalogy and the
impact of offshore activides, There
will also be an evening workshop on
the Steller’s Eider, Those interested in
attending the meeting, or requiring fur-
ther information should contact Stefan
Phil (Email; sp@dmu.dk) by 31 May
2000. A second announcement and full
registration details will be sent out in
earfy  June to those who have
expressed an interest in attending.

Information from other
Wetlands International
Specialist Groups

Publications, A number of excting
publications have been produced by
Wetlands International and s
Specialist Groups, including

® A CD.ROM of the final version of
the full reports of the Global Review of
Wetland Resources and Priorities for
Wetland Inventery (GroWl), pro-

Goose Specialist Group
Meeting.

The |999 Goose Specialist Graup
Meeting was held on 8-11 January at
Ce Haan, Belgium, hasted by the
Institute of Mature Conservation,

Scientific Institute of the Flemish
Government.  Some |20 people
attended, from 20 countries.

Presentations focussed en (a) individ-
ual marking of geese and telemetry
techniques and (b) management of -
goose wintering habimats.  Special
warkshops on Greylag, Pinkfooted and
Lesser White-fronted Geese were
held prior te the main meeting. The
next mesting is due to be held in
Estoria from 27 April to | May 2001
{organiser; Aevar Leite). Further
details will be made available an the
Goose Specialist Group web  site
(www werlands agro.nlispecialistsiwetl
_spec_goose.html) from October
2000 enwards. Printed copies of Infar-
mation held on the web can be
obuined on request from Bart Ebbinge
{Goose S5G Coordinator), E-mail:
b.s.ebbinge@ibn.dlo.nl
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Letters/Requests
for

Information/Advertisements

ARCTIC BIRDS:
An International Breeding
Conditions Survey

From Information provided by: Mikhail
Soloviev' and Pavel Tomkovich’

' Dept. Vertebrate Zoology, Biol. Fac.,
Mascow State Univ., 119899 Moscow,
Russia (soloviev@soil. msu.ru)

* Zoological Museum of Moscow State
Umiv,, Bol. Nikitskaya Ser. 6, (03009
Moscow, Russia (tomkivic@ |.zoomus.
bio.msu.ru)

In the mid 1990s, an international
survey of arctic breeding conditions
was initiated by Nick Davidson and
David Swoud of the Wader Study
Group, aiming at collating Information
on environmental conditions on the
breeding grounds for arctc nesting
birds, including climate conditions,
predator levels and other relevant fac-
tars. This in turn provides an insight
into ecological processes on a wide
spatial scale, and provides valuable
informanon for site and species con-
servation. Data collected during expe-
diticns to the high arctic by members
of Wetlands Internatonal’'s Goose and
Swan Specialist Groups was provided
on questionnaires and incorporated
into a database. The first Newslemer
of the project, compiled by Mikhail
Soloviev and Pavel Tomkovich, was
published in May 1999, A Web site for
the project also has been launched
(http:/fseil msu.ruf~soloviev/arcticf),
with some (at this stage restricted)
extracts of the database on-line and
with reports on breeding conditions in
the most recent season.

ATLAS OF KEY SITES for
Anatidae populations in the East

Asian flyway

In 1998, Wetlands Internauonal initi-
ated a project to compile existing and
unpublished Information on the
Anatdae (ducks, geese and swans) in
order to identify key sites of interna-
tional importance in the Asia-Pacific
region. The project was part of an
international collaberative effort to
compile regularly published and unpub-
lished information to promote the con-
servation of imporrant sites. The aim
is to provide valuable reference mater-
ial for governments, technical experts
and NGOs on important sites and to
identify gaps in area coverage and
knowledge. The first output of the
project is the Atls of Key Sites for
Anatidze in the East Asian Fyway
(authors Miyabayashi, Y.Y. & Mundkur,
T.. 1999), which was launched with the
Anaridze Site Negwork in the East
Asizn Flyway at the Ramsar CoP7
meenng in May 1999, with financial
support from the Environment Agency
of Japan.

Species and populations of the
Anatidae in the East Asian Flyway refer
to the birds that breed and migrate
within Eastern Asia during their 2nnual
cycle. The Atlas covers the arcuc
region of Siberia to the Far East of
Russia and Alaska in the United States,
south through Mongolia, Peaple's
Republic of Chinz, the Korean peninsu-
la, |apan, Southeast Asia and the
Philippines.

Two basic criteria. compatible with
the Ramsar criteria for identification of
wetlands of international importance
are being used to identify sites:

{(2) >20.000 individuals of total num-
ber of Anatidae supported, and

(b) =1% of a population of an
Anatidae species

The Atfas reviews the distribution of
Anatidae populations in the flyway,
defines population boundaries, propos-
es latest population estimates, and
identifies key sites of international
importance for these populations in
maps and tables.

Asian Waterfowl Census (AWC)
data  for 1987-1996 has been
reassessed for this project.  The
Environment Agency of Japan has
offered the data of national annual
counts of Anatidae in January 1997. A
large number of experts have offered
additional data and reports, An
attempt to locate infermation from the
literature has yielded additional daa.
However, the limited time available for
this project has not permitted a com-
prehensive review aof the literature,
adequate consultation and peer review
of the information collated. All these
data have been stored in a database for
this project and have been used for the
identification of key sites.

From the available data sources, 337
sites were identified as of international
importance for at least one Anatidae
populaton and/or supporting >20,000
Anmatidae individuals. Amongst those
47 species described in the Atdas, ane
or more key sites were identfied for
43 species. The project has highlighted
the many gaps in our knowledge in dif-
ferent countries and areas of the fly-
way. Dat collated by the project, |
stored in the central database, there-
fore are being updated on an ongoing
basis.

The Atlas has been fully published on
the web site of the Anatidae Site
Network at  hup:  [fwww.jawgp.
orgfanet and updated information will
be posted there. Teo ensure that the
data is complete, we seek information
from anyone who wishes to contribute
to the Atfas. For more information on
the project, please contact project co-
ordinators  Yoshihike Miyabayashi
(yym@mub.biglobe.nejp) or Taegj
Mundkur (aej@wiap.nasionet.net),











































