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RESEARCH NEWS

EDITORIAL

The 1last couple of years have ssen a2 lot of activity in
coordinating and summarising swan research. The 2nd All Union
Swan Symposium of the USSR was held in Odessa in September
1988,and ,about the same time, copies of the proceedings cf the
1st USSR Swan Symposium (1978) became available: IWRB has now
published an English translation of the first proceedings. IWRB's
own Third International Swan Symposium, was held in December 1989
in Oxford, England. A highlight of this meeting was a delegation
of 12 swan blcloglsts from the USSR who presented a serles of
papers summarising recent soviet studies.

The recently published proceedings of IWRB’s third swan symposium
provide an extensive recent review of all main aspects of swan
ecology: these proceedings have Jjust appeared as a special
supplement of the journal 'WILDFOWL'. We regret the delay between
the meeting and publication.

At IWRB's third swan symposium it was agreed to re-structure the
swan research group under a ‘swan’ coordinator and coordinators
for the different species. The various coordinators are listed
below. The recomendations of the IWRB symposium are given in

full in the proceedings, and the short and long term goals
summarised below.

Developments since the Oxford meeting have been encouraging, but
patchy. Various collaborative projects have got off the ground,
but funding difficulties are limiting their progress. In the
enthusiasm of the Oxford meeting most coordinators were persuaded
to take on more than they felt they could cope with, and those
of us (perhaps especially myself!) who over-persuaded them need
to be patient in looking for results.

We hope the wvarious coordinators will be able to finalise the
regional structure of the Swan Research Group, and produce the
first set of species ‘World-wide Status Reports‘’ (as ocutlined at
the Oxford meeting) in time for the 4th IWRB symposium. This is
scheduled for early 1994, at Odessa in the USSR. It will be
proceeded by several important events: the 3rd All USSR swan
count; the IWRB Board meeting in Florida in 1992; the 3rd USSR
Swan Symposium, scheduled at Matsalu Bay, Estonia, in the autumn
of 1993. There are encouraging signs that several of the
envisaged international collaborative studies will have been
started by then, although others are still struggling to find




funds.

The various items following in this newsletter indicate some of
the topics currently being tackled. All readers are encouraged
to get in touch with the appropriate coordinators with
suggestions and offers of help.

Philip Bacon

ODESSA SYMPOSIUM

The 2nd All Union Swan Symposium of the USSR took place between
21 and 26 September 1988 at Odessa University. About 100
biologists from research and higher education institutes, nature
conservation, hunting and forestry organisations took part. Two
representatives of IWRB attended: Dr Bacon (UK), the Swan

Coordinator, and Dr Weiloch (Pdéland), one of the Mute Swan
coordinators.

The symposium reviewed swan research since the first symposium
ten yers previously and assessed the present distribution and
status of swan species in the USSR. Particular reference was
made to the 3rd USSR census of Cygnus olor held in 1987.

A coordinating committee for swan research in the USSR was
apointed [ED: this is largely reflected in IWRB’s natiocnal and
species representatives for USSR].

IWRB’s THIRD INTERNATIONAL SWAN SYMPOSIUM.
OXFORD 1989.

RECOMENDATIONS

At the end of the 3rd IWRB Swan Symposium delegates adopted a
number of recomendations on aspects of swan biology that merit
particular attention in the next few years. These are summarised
in the proceedings under the headings: Census, Distribution and
Migration; Biometrics, Population Dynamics, Ecology and
Behaviour; Management and Conservation. These run to almost two
pages, and as they are best interpreted in the light of the
material presented at the symposium (usefully summarised by two
introductory review articles), are not repeated here.

GOALS.

The meeting also approved a number of particular goals its
honorary coordinators should work towards. As these closely
concern all members of the group, indeed we hope for your active
support in achieving them, they are given in full below.

Structure. A Swan Research Group Coordinator should be elected
at each of the the triennial Board Meetings of IWRB. Assistant




Coordinators should be appointed by the Coordinator, to be
responsible for individual species.

Long-term Goals.
1.: Publish an annual Swan Reserach Group Newsletter each March

(copy to be received by the overall Coordinator by mid
February).

2 Review the population estimates for each species every 5
years (next review due in 19854),
3. Organise and International Swan Symposium every 5 years,

and encourage regional meetings in the interim period
(Fourth International Swan Symposium to take place at
Odessa, USSR, spring 1994).

4. Stimulate and coordinate cooperative international research
projects, based on recomendations of international and
regional meetings.

Short-term Goals.

1. Complete the network of species coordinators.

2k Circulate a 1list of names and addresses of key swan
researchers, worldwide.

3. Review the protocol on colour marklng, and urge swan
biologists to adhere to it.

4. Develop guidelines for catching/handling/marking, and for
a standardised method of recording data for swans.

. Publicise references to mark/recapture techniques and
associated software.

6. Define methodology for semi-quantitative description of
swan colonies.

T Diseminate information through newsletters on advanced
techniques for studying swans, such as radio-telemetry and
DNA genetic analysis.

B. Provide telescopes to swan biologists in those countries
where such equipment is difficult to obtain.

COORDINATOR LIST

C.atratus =

C.c.bewickii

Jan Beekman Pluimerstraat 33A, 9711 SV Groningen,
NETHERLANDS.

S Dirksen Smaragdplech 3 3523 EA Utrecht,
NETHERLANDS.

Dr A Ya Kondratyev Academy of Sciences USSR, Institute of
Biological Problems of the North, Karl Marx

str. 24, SU 685010 Magadan, USSR.
C.buccinator

Dr C Mitchell US Fish & Wildlife Service, Montana Wildlife
Office, PO Box 61, Lewiston, Montana 59457,
USA.
C.c.columbianus

Prof J Bart Wildlife Research Unit, Department of




Zoology, Ohio State University, 1735 HNeil
Avenue, Columbus, OH 43210, USA.
Dr R Limpert Chessapeak Wildlife Heritage, PO Box 1745,
Easton, Maryland 21606, USA.
Coscoroba coscoroba

Dr R Schlater - see below
C.cygnus
Dr Eileen Rees Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust, Slimbridge,
Gloucester GL2 7BT, UK.
Dr C J Spray Chapel View, Hamsterley, Bishop Auckland,
County Durham DL13 3PP, UK.
Dr Yu N Mineyev Institute of Biology, KXomi Scientific

Centre, Ural Department of Academy of

Science of USSR, 24 FKommunisticheskaya

Street, SU 167 610 Syktyvkar,Komi SSR, USSR.
C.melanocoryphus

Dr R Schlater Director, Institue de Zoologia, Universidad
Austral de Chile, Casilla 567, Valdavia,
Chile. . "
C.olor
A E Coleman BEM, 67 Park Lane, Bonehill, Tamworth, Staffs B78
3HZ, UK.

Dr G A Krivonosov  Academy of Sciences of USSR, Astrakhan V I
Lenin State Reserve, Astrakhan, USSR.

Dr Maria Wieloch Polska Akademia Nauk, Instytut Zooleogii,
Stacja Ornithologiczna, Gorki Wschodnie 14,
80-680 Gdansk 40, Poland.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

IWRB Board Meeting Nov 1992
3rd USSR Swan Symposium Estonia, autumn 1993
4th IWRB Swan Symposium Odessa, spring 1994

SWAN NEWS: copy deadline is MID FEBRUARY each year.

SWAN CENSUSES
3rd USSR Swan Count 1892

STOP PRESS ... Philip Bacon

The topics listed below under ‘intended articles’ represent
material I had edited for this Newsletter in early December 1991,
I intended to get them typed over the next few days.
Unfortunately those papers (and a file of further material

towards the next newsletter) were on my desk on the evening of
3/4 December.

That night a group of ‘Animal Rights' fanatics broke into ITE’s
research station at Banchory (where I now work) and started a
fire which destroyed some 4/5 of the building. It is ironic they
should attack an ecology research station. About half our work
is on plants: virtually all our animal work is observations of
wild animals; indeed, I understand that a spokesperson for the
group has admitted they "should have gone for a target where




really cruel experiments were done, but those were all too well
guarded to get into"...

Suffice it to say that the rest of the edited material for the
newsletter was entirely destroyed, along with the original
manuscripts and the file of further articles. So too was my
entire collection of reprints, photocopies, reports and books on
swans, together with a parallel collection I had started for the
IWRE Swan Group. If any of you who have sent me reprints inthe
past are able to supply replacement copies, I would be very
grateful.

On a more positive note I eventually managed to salvage most of
the IWRB Swan Group correspondance: the Swan Group address list
(and my own swan data) were securely backed up on computer.

In these unusual circumstances I hope readers will excuse the
brief and unbalanced nature of this Newsletter. Could I ask
anyone who has sent me material for newsletters to send it again
(especially if it is listed in the topics below). Given the
likely date that you will get this truncated version, could I ask
you tc send me material IMMEDIATELY (to arrive by the end of
March 1992, preferably by 14-MAR-92). I will aim to edit and

circulate another newsletter in the first two weeks of ZApril
1092,

INTENDED ARTICLES

MEETINGS
Special: §S. American
Regular: Trumpeter
British Swan Study Group

Survey Reports

Trumpeter Swan Survey 1990.

Estonian Report - synopsis
Science reports

Satelite tracking of Bewicks
Regicnal news

Trumpeter Swan Society

EDITORIAL ADDRESS: Dr P J Bacon, IWRB Swan Group, Institute of
Terrestrial Ecology, Banchory Research
Station, Hill of Brathens, Banchory,
Kincardineshire AB31 4BY, Scotland, UK.
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