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Since 1968: Assuring the Vitality and Welfare of Wild Trumpeter Swans

From the Executive Director, a Tribute to Harvey K. Nelson

& 5& On February 20" we lost our good friend, colleague, and conservationist
SN extraordinaire, Harvey K. Nelson. Harvey was a past President and long-time
' Director and Executive Committee member of The Trumpeter Swan Society. Those
who had the great privilege to know Harvey will tell you that his TTSS work was just a
o —————7""— fraction of his amazing body of conservation work. During his 42 years with the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, he started, like many of us, in Refuges. After working at
Sand Lake National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) in South Dakota, he helped establish
Shiawassee NWR in Michigan and served as its first manager while working on a
Masters Degree at Michigan State University.
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In the mid-1960s, Harvey helped establish the Northern Prairie Wildlife Research
Center in North Dakota and served as its first Director. The Center is known
throughout the world for excellence in wetland and waterfowl research and trained
many of North America’s top waterfow! scientists and managers. Do you see a
theme here? In 1986, he was called upon to be the first Executive Director of the
North American Waterfowl Management Plan. This revolutionary landscape
approach, implemented through diverse partnerships, has become a model for
wildlife habitat and population conservation throughout North America.

Harvey also served as an Associate Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(Service) and Regional Director in Minneapolis. Although he officially retired from
the Service in 1992, he never really retired at all, working for conservation right up to his last day. Harvey received
numerous awards for his work, but they don’t do justice to his achievements. He holds an honorary Doctorate
from North Dakota State University; was the recipient of the Department of Interior’s highest award, the
Distinguished Service Medal; and, most recently, was inducted into the Minnesota Waterfowl Hall of Fame. He
was an avid and accomplished outdoorsman, hunter, and fisherman.

In addition to TTSS, Harvey served on the boards of the Minnesota Waterfowl Association, the Wood Duck
Society, the Deep Portage Conservation Foundation, and the Minnesota Outdoor Heritage Alliance. | would guess
there are a number of other groups that | am leaving out.

As amazing as his personal achievements were, Harvey left a lasting legacy of thousands of biologists, managers,
and sportspersons whom he mentored and taught to lead the conservation of wild creatures and wild places for
many years to come. He cared very deeply about Trumpeter Swans and The Trumpeter Swan Society. The
swans and all North American waterfowl and wetlands have benefited from his tireless efforts on their behalf.

| had the great honor of being one of Harvey Nelson'’s colleagues and friends. He taught many of us by example
what dedication and professionalism mean. When he asked for assistance, he was someone you just couldn’t say
“No” to. It wasn’t that he was pushy or figured you owed him a favor; if HKN asked you to do something, you just
knew it was the right thing to do! It is redundant to say we will miss him profoundly. My challenge to you is to
continue to build on his legacy and make Harvey proud. The Trumpeters can’t speak for themselves--we can and
we must. - John Cornely




THE TRUMPETER SWAN SOCIETY - NEWS & UPDATES

PHOTO CREDITS:
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Page 2: Collared Trumpeter, Ryan Askren
(www.flickr.com/photos/askren);
Trumpeter Resting, Beverly Kingdon;
Tennessee Cygnet, Mike Todd.

Page 3: Two Swans, Randy Johnson
(S&R Photography); Pair Flying, Gretchen
Steele (Steele Photo Services).

Page 4: Ryan Askren: Swan Pair -
Winter, Swan Pair - Collared, and Swans
in Snow; Swan in Flight, Marty Jones
(http://www.indianajones.smugmug.com/).
Page 5: Swan Flight over Ridge, Marty
Jones; Swan Gaping, Gail Miller
(www.pbase.com/gnmimiller).

Page 6: Swan 64K, Marty Jones; Swan
X88 Drinking, Ryan Askren; Swan 38N,
Mark Gutchen; Swan in Field, Joy Colbert.
Page 7: Martha Jordan w/ cygnet, Howard
Mack; Rescue, Rain Story Productions.
Page 8: Mailer/Cover: Swan Preening,
Randy Johnson (S & R Photography);
Back Cover: Arkansas Swans Await
Release, lowa Dept.of Natural Resources.
Drawings by Narca Moore-Craig.

Erratum: Please note that the wonderful
photo that appeared on the mailer/cover
of our last issue of Trumpetings,
November 2009, credits the photo as one
by TTSS member Gerald Plowman. It is in
fact a photo taken by TTSS member Arnie
Fredrickson. Our apologies and sincere
thanks to Arnie for sharing this image he
calls, “Trumpeter Swans Dancing.”

Jim & Kay Satre
9935 W. State Rd. Hwy 81

Beloit, WI 53511-8155
Phone: 608-365-6503

TTSS WELCOMES 35 NEW

MEMBERS
From 20 States & Provinces!

AK: Linda Griese; AL: Anne Ross; AR: Paul
Hall, Mark Tenney, Gail Miller; BC: Steph
Nathan; CA: Ellen & Clyde MacDonald,
Robyn Stiles; GA: Robert Chapman; IA:
Ryan Askren, Bob Crist, Bill & Sue
Schuerman; IL: Gretchen Steele; KS:
Shirley & Randy Johnson; MI: Linda
McLean, Sarah Carroll of Kellogg Bird
Sanctuary; MN: Jerry Hogeboon, Stephen
Wilds; MO: Jeff Cantrell, Vic Miles, Jody
Miller; NV: Lindsey McClure; NY: Andrew
Bach, Doug Haight; OK: Mike Brewer, CJ
Metcalf; PA: Dr. Donald Heinzelman, Anne
Matthews; TX: Linda Allen, Stephen
Ramirez; WA: Hal Everett, Margaret
Lunnum, Steven Mlodinow, Ron Savey; and
WI: Naomi Johnson.

POWER LINES & SWANS

Xcel Energy of Minneapolis plans to install
nearly 3400 swan flight diverters over the next
4 — 5 vyears in Minnesota and Wisconsin.
The diverters are highly visible yellow plastic
spirals. Xcel Energy uses a helicopter to aid
installation. Nine different transmission lines will
receive the diverters, which have proven
effective in reducing bird collisions. Wetland
areas, migration patterns, and known nesting
areas were considered when choosing top
priority lines. Read more about similar efforts in
the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem through a
partnership of a local utility and a regional land
trust organization on our TTSS Blog,
http://trumpeterswansociety.wordpress.com.

SOON!

29" Annual John
Scharff Migratory
Bird Festival, April 9-
11, Malheur National

. Wildlife Refuge, Burns,
| Oregon.

Yukon’s Celebration of Swans,
April 17-25, the province’s largest birding event.

Find information and links for NEWS,
UPCOMING EVENTS, and MORE on our
website. Since our last Trumpetings, Martha
Jordan has posted extensive information on lead
and its threats to Trumpeter Swans, and a
section on agriculture and Trumpeter Swans.



CAN THE WEST’S
Breeding Trumpeters Survive?

Over a century ago, the Greater Yellowstone Region
played a critical role in the survival of Trumpeter
Swans. By 1900, as the species neared extinction,
those that persisted in and near Yellowstone National
Park were thought to be the last wild survivors.

Decades later it
was confirmed
that scattered
flocks in Alaska
and about 100
Trumpeters in
Alberta had
also survived.
In the lower 48
, states, Greater
Yellowstone held the last breeding population,
numbering fewer than 70 birds by the early 1930s.

Since that time, Greater Yellowstone’s Trumpeters
have played a crucial role in the species’ restoration.
Creation of Red Rock Lakes National Wildlife
Refuge, Montana, in 1935, protected their key
nesting area. As this population increased, hundreds
of swans and their eggs were transferred to
reestablish nesting flocks in other parts of the U.S.

Despite their crucial role in restoring populations
elsewhere, Trumpeters remain one of the rarest
native breeding birds in the western US. The
September 2009 survey, conducted by the US Fish
and Wildlife Service and nesting area states, found
only 396 adults in the entire western US south of
Canada, with 361 in Greater Yellowstone, 22 in
Nevada, and 13 in Oregon. In total, these flocks
contained only 74 nesting pairs in 2009.

The swans face many threats including their historic
loss of winter migration to milder habitats, increasing
human pressures on limited nesting sites, recent
severe drought, and vulnerability due to their low
numbers and reduced distribution. The tiny isolated
flocks in Oregon and Nevada have little chance of
long-term survival unless their numbers increase and
linkages to other breeding flocks can be developed.

Complicating matters further, swans that nest in
Greater Yellowstone now share their limited winter
habitat with growing numbers of migrant Canadian
Trumpeters. With migrations southward from Greater
Yellowstone severely diminished, this bottleneck of
over 5,000 wintering swans greatly increases the
chances of high mortality in a severe winter.
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Reasons for Hope...

Foremost, federal, state, and tribal entities, in
partnership with TTSS and the Wyoming Wetland
Society, are working hard to tackle the problems.
Efforts are focusing on releasing captive-reared
swans to increase nesting in lower elevations of
Greater Yellowstone and correcting site-specific
problems at nesting territories.

Through our Greater Yellowstone Trumpeter Swan
Initiative, TTSS is focusing on monitoring nesting in
the Idaho side of the ecosystem, working with
wetland owners to improve potential nesting and
spring habitat, and working with agencies to improve
nesting success on public lands, with particular
emphasis on National Wildlife Refuges and state
waterfowl management areas

TTSS is also a key partner in efforts to increase the
Oregon nesting flock in the Summer Lake — Malheur
region. In northwestern Montana, programs led by
the Salish-Kootenai Tribes in the Flathead Valley and
by a broad partnership in the Blackfoot Valley are re-
storing other new breeding flocks.

Through all these efforts, progress is occurring.
Although still very low, adult numbers of Trumpeters
in the Western US have increased by about 25
percent from the recent low of 302 seen in 1994.
Nesting has expanded promisingly in southern Idaho
and southwestern Wyoming as a result of transplant
efforts. The bottleneck of wintering swans remains a
major concern, but substantial numbers have spread
further southward in Idaho. A behavioral shift to field
feeding during mild winters has also been observed
and could prove very beneficial.

Although the challenges are great, the commitment
to build a secure future for breeding Trumpeters in
the western US is strong among a diverse group of
dedicated partners. We work to assure that success.
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The troubled

economy in

2009 was a

serious

challenge to

many  nonprofit

organizations N “_—
including The . =

Trumpeter Swan [ E———— '«:"‘k

Society. In spite
of the difficult financial environment, we completed a
very productive year, our 41% as a conservation
group advocating and working for the restoration and
management of the magnificent Trumpeter Swan.
We made additional progress in 2009 in increasing
the size and effectiveness of TTSS, in addition to

maintaining our long-term leadership in swan
conservation and biology. Much of this was
accomplished by contracting with  Outreach

Coordinator, Peg Abbott, to focus on recruiting new
members with emphasis on the birdwatching
community. TTSS is a very small organization,
numbering just over 500 members in 2009. In order
to maintain or increase our programs, we need to
reach many more people in the coming years and
diversify our donor base.

During the past year, we conducted key programs in
several geographic areas important to swans. Here
are a few highlights:

TRUMPETER
WATCH

. TTSS launched a new Citizen
~ Science project to help detect
Trumpeters in the winter in
the southern portions of the
. Central, Mississippi, and
~ Atlantic Flyways. With the
~ assistance of avid birders
- and volunteers, we are
setting up a network of
observers to help
management agencies and
the Society find pioneering swans. The early results
are very encouraging.

PACIFIC NORTHWEST

Our  Washington  Trumpeter
Swan Working Group continued
to work diligently to reduce winter |
mortality from lead poisoning in |
Washington and British
Columbia. We were partners :

with US and Canadian agencies in working to
reduce swan mortality from lead poisoning. While
lead and power line strikes are still a problem,
mortality has been reduced significantly in the last 3
years. We expanded our work in a broader effort to
reduce the continued use of lead in areas that are
important for wintering waterfowl and educated the
public to the problems caused by lead in the
environment.

With generous support from the Felburn Foundation,
TTSS continued to map land use and swan use in
northwestern Washington to help identify key feeding
and roosting areas and protect adequate winter swan
habitat from development and other loss. We are
working closely with the dairy industry, state, county,
and federal agencies, tribes, and other conservation
groups to identify the important characteristics of key
habitats and to make sure that relevant planning
processes recognize their importance and work to
ensure long-term conservation. This project is nearly
complete, but much continues to be done.

ROCKY
MOUNTAINS

TTSS is

pleased that
our efforts and
those of our

partners |
resulted in a

= —
much-revised draft Comprehensive Conservation
Plan for Red Rock Lakes National Wildlife Refuge.
The Society is very concerned about Trumpeters

nesting in the Greater Yellowstone region and
expanded the Greater Yellowstone Trumpeter Swan
Initiative to increase focus on the issues in the
region. We are working to help address habitat
issues to increase nesting pairs and cygnet
production in this smallest and most vulnerable of the
breeding groups. This program highlights one of the
Society’s most important roles as an advocate and
watchdog for swan conservation. TTSS also
continued taking the lead for monitoring nesting
Trumpeters in eastern Idaho and launched a new
partnership effort to expand Trumpeter Swan nesting
in Teton Basin, ldaho.



The grant from the Felburn Foundation also allowed
us to reinitiate a project to enhance Trumpeter Swan
nesting and wintering in central and eastern Oregon
after a 10-year hiatus. Four yearlings were released
at Summer Lake Wildlife Area, followed by the
release of cygnets transported from Malheur National
Wildlife Refuge to Summer Lake. These efforts will
continue in 2010.

INTERIOR U.S.

With the lowa
Department of
Natural
Resources,
Arkansas
Game and Fish
Commission,
Buffalo
National River, and Holla Bend National Wildlife
Refuge, we completed the 2nd year of experimental
swan releases in Arkansas to expand the southward
fall migration of Trumpeters in the central US In
addition, the Atlantic Flyway Council — with the urging
of TTSS — is working on the first Atlantic Flyway
Trumpeter Swan Management Plan.
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For the foreseeable future, the overall focus of TTSS
efforts will be to continue to improve population
distribution, particularly in winter, so that Trumpeters
will be less vulnerable to catastrophic losses from
disease, severe weather events, or man-made
hazards such as contaminants and power lines, and
to create long-term protection for important habitats.
As Trumpeters return to long-vacant marshes, we
hope to inspire the public to see these great swans
as a symbol of humanity’s ability to repair past
damage and create a better future. We thank you for
being part of this effort. We need your continued
support to spread our important conservation
message.

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY [FC SRS

Putting Your Dollars to Work — We work hard to
keep TTSS lean and effective. As documented in our
most recent (2008) Federal Tax Form 990, 94
percent of our expenses went directly into programs,
5 percent into administrative tasks, and 1 percent into
fundraising. We have been able to keep our
administrative and fundraising costs exceptionally
low because Board members have provided
substantial volunteer assistance.

Core Programs and Operations — In 2009, our
Core Budget of just over $70,000 funded our four
part-time staff and most of our daily advocacy and
education efforts, production of Trumpetings, travel to
key swan management meetings, postage, phone,
office rent, and administration of TTSS. These
crucial unrestricted funds come from membership
dues and Annual Appeal -contributions, sales,
investment income, and occasional grants.

Special Projects — We also conduct a variety of
Special Projects with restricted donations that we
receive for specific purposes. Often these are habitat
projects or responses to a specific threat or
opportunity, and are funded most often by special
donations from individuals, foundations, or resource
agency partnership programs. This budget fluctuates
widely from year to year due to the initiation and
completion of multi-year projects. We intentionally
spent down restricted funds in 2009 to complete
projects funded in prior years.

Your Support is
Crucial

To keep our Core
Programs strong through
times of economic turmoil,
we try to end each year
with about 75 percent of

the next years Core
Budget in hand. During
2009, however, an

expected grant did not materialize and we had to
spend down our unrestricted reserves. We ended
2009 with unrestricted assets of $28,188, or about 40
percent of our usual Core Budget. As a result, we
have had to significantly cut back staff hours in 2010
to carry us through these tough times. Staff, Board,
and members are volunteering many hours each
week to keep TTSS strong while we seek to diversify
our funding sources. We hope to increase our staff
hours as soon as we can raise sufficient funds.

Statement of Financial Position

Assets 12/31/08 12/31/09
Unrestricted 41,187 28,188
Temporarily 60,505 37,803
Restricted

Permanently 9,439 15,424
Restricted

Total Assets 111,131 81,415

<« www.trumpeterswansociety.org »
The Trumpeter Swan Society, Plymouth, MN




TRUMPETER WATCH UPDATE
www.trumpeterswansociety.org

Over the last few
years, as the Interior
Population increases,
Trumpeter Swans are
showing up in places
across southern and
eastern states where
they have not been
recorded for a
century. They are
pioneering new
places to overwinter,
looking for key habitat
elements that provide
them with food,
shelter, and a sense of security. How are we tracking
their movements?

CONNECTING with Birders...

TTSS launched a
new Citizen Science
project to  help
detect Trumpeters in
the winter in the
southern portions of
the Central,
Mississippi, and
Atlantic Flyways. With the assistance of avid birders
and volunteers, we are setting up a network of
observers to help management agencies and the
Society find pioneering swans. The early results are
very encouraging.

CONNECTING with Photographers...

In looking for data on
sightings of
Trumpeter Swans in
several of the states
in this year's core
area, our Internet
search results also
led us to websites of
avid photographers.
Trumpeters are a
popular species and
several

photographers have
taken on the
challenge of documenting the alphanumeric codes on
collars. Gretchen Steele, based in lllinois, has turned
in several records this way. Searching for collared
swans, she enjoys the challenge of shooting images

of the birds in motion, then enlarging her
photographs to later reveal the code — a great
technique proven to be very helpful in the field.

Preliminary Data Mapping Project...

Stephen Ramirez, a student at Texas State
University in San Marcos, is volunteering his GIS
mapping skills to help us depict results of our
preliminary Trumpeter Watch data. Using the latitude
and longitude coordinates of Trumpeter Swan
sightings, he can plot our observations on a
statewide basis to give us a picture of where
wintering swans have occurred. Stephen worked
with Mary Bote, advisor to Trumpeter Watch, who
has closely monitored Trumpeter activity in
Oklahoma this winter. By February 15", she noted 11
geographic areas where observers were reporting
Trumpeters. Stephen’s maps let us see the
distributional pattern quickly. In the preliminary
phase, our Executive Director is using the maps to
communicate what we are learning at Flyway Council
and other management-oriented meetings.

A Few of Our Notable Findings...

Kansas: Two county
records since
January 2010. Red-

in Oxford, provided
important link in 4
years of data with
observations over
three states. s
Missouri: Record —

numbers (counts of over 500) of Trumpeters
overwintering at Riverlands.

Report of a collared bird in Missouri (Red 8M5) for
which Dave Hoffman (lowa Department of Natural
Resources) gave this history: this bird was hatched in
2007, spent the next 2 years in lowa in two different
counties, and then appeared near Vernon, Missouri,
in 2010, with an unmarked partner.

Oklahoma: Trumpeters are showing up across the
state, wintering in 11 separate geographic areas.
Indiana: A family of five swans in Clay County, four
of them had collars traceable to Wisconsin.
Tennessee: Wild Trumpeters appeared in recent
weeks along the Tennessee-Arkansas border.
Kentucky: lowa-born red-collared bird (6H5) was
reported with a mate and offspring in Trigg County.
Virginia: Three collared individuals were found and
traced to two sources — lowa and Wisconsin.
Colorado: Two adult Trumpeters were reported near
Canon City, Colorado, in December.

New Mexico: A juvenile wintering at Bosque del
Apache National Wildlife Refuge in Socorro.




Martha Jordan, TTSS Board Member (1986-2009)

Martha Jordan
retired this year
from the Society’s
Board of
Directors. We
recognize and
thank her for 24
years of tireless
service. She will
continue her
. constant efforts to
. benefit the swans
as leader of our
Washington Swan
Working Group.

In 1976, as a wildlife graduate from Oregon
State University, Martha hoped to shift from
work as a deep-sea technician to something
above sea level. While observing collared Snow
Geese in western Washington, she first
encountered Trumpeter
Swans. In 1980, she
came to a TTSS
conference in British
Columbia, and “the rest
was history.”

Martha’s early efforts
included  researching
the history of swans in

Washington, documenting where they wintered,

and developing ideas to improve management.
By 1985, Martha had written the first
Washington State Trumpeter Swan
management needs assessment, later
incorporated into the North American Trumpeter
Swan Management Plan. She was first elected
to the TTSS Board in 1986.

Soon the Skagit Valley became the focus of a 5-
year volunteer-coordinated swan survey to learn
about the importance of agriculture for swans,
including the dairy farm connection. Many other
volunteer efforts followed. Martha has been
inspired by the many volunteers in this and
subsequent efforts, and has seen the power of
how they can help conserve swan habitats.

The Washington Swan Working Group was
created to meet the expanding interest in the
state’s wintering swans and played a key role in
restoration efforts at Hines Marsh. Its
establishment inspired numerous people to work
together to save the largest interdunal wetland in

North America and bring swans back after a 40-
year absence. Through a collaborative process
with hunters, Martha also built strong support for
legislation that increased penalties for violating
nontoxic shot hunting regulations. This effort
soon will culminate in a complete ban on lead
shot use on all Washington Department of Fish
and Wildlife owned lands in western Washington
and some in eastern Washington.

Martha’s efforts are all about connections. Over
the years, she has been foster mom to more
than 40 cygnets and several injured adult
swans. More than 50 Trumpeters have been
sent to lowa for their breeding program or
release to the wild. One of Martha’'s greatest
joys was to see a cygnet that she had held in
her hands 2 years earlier flying free in lowa, and
2 years later, learn that it had found a mate and
its young were flying free.

Along the way, Martha became a swan
rehabilitator and taught
others knowledge of
medical and care protocol.
Working closely with swans
for many years deepened
her dedication to help them
cope with our modern world.
Her other efforts include
developing mitigation for the
Elwha River Restoration, conservation of
agricultural lands, expanding Washington State
Parks, addressing water rights issues, and
coordinating countless swan surveys.

In Martha’s own words, “When TTSS first found
me, | was impressed with their commitment to
swans and friendliness to a newbie like me. It
has been a privilege to serve on the Board. My

commitment to TTSS, swans, and the people who
enjoy them remains strong.”

“Get the Lead Out” Campaign

Martha champions a campaign to stop the use
of lead shot in Washington. She has inspired an
unlikely coalition of people to work to end lead
poisoning of wildlife, especially Trumpeter
Swans. One of Martha’s largest roles has been
to serve on the international Swan Lead
Poisoning Team to help reduce the ingestion of
lead shot that has killed more than 2,300 swans
in the past 10 years in northwest Washington
and the Sumas area of British Columbia. In
addition, she continues volunteering to pick up
dead and injured swans in her local area.




THE TRUMPETER SWAN SOCIETY — BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Assuring the Vitality and Welfare of Wild Trumpeter Swans

Dale Becker, President, Becky Abel, James Hawkings, Harry G. Lumsden,
Pablo, MT Madison, WI Whitehorse, YT Aurora, ON
Gary lvey, Vice President, Ron Andrews, W. C. Joe Johnson, Sumner Matteson,
Bend, OR Clear Lake, 1A Augusta, M1 Madison, W1
Ruth Shea, Treasurer, Laurence N. Gillette, James G. King, Jerry Serie,

Vale, OR Plymouth, MN Juneau, AK Easton, MD

TTSS Board Member Ron
ndrews and member

Dave Hoffman, both

of Towa Department of

™ Natural Resources, prepare

to release Trumpeters in

Arkansas, Feb. 2009.

Find the full story on our

TTSS website and blog...

STAFF
John E. Cornely, Executive Director
Madeleine Linck, Admin. Assistant
Lynn Lovett, Admin. Technician
Peg Abbott, Outreach Coordinator

TRUMPETINGS EDITORS
Peg Abbott, John Cornely, & David K. Weaver

Photo: Iowa Department of

Natural Resources

In This Issue:

A Tribute to Harvey Nelson ¢ Power Lines & Swans ¢ Upcoming Events ¢
Can the West’s Breeding Trumpeters Survive?
The Trumpeter Swan Society 2009 Annual Report ¢
Financial Accountability ¢ Trumpeter Watch Update ¢ Martha Jordan

suvmg 1a3odwnay ppy Jo aanfjay pun
Anpoarg 2yp Surnssy 18961 aoulg

dydvasoroyqg y » § ‘uosuyor Apuvy :030yg

NIN ‘uteld ajdep
GZ "ON Hwued AALSANOTA ADIAYAS NINLAT
aivd
abejsod "'s'n 8YTI-1vHSS NIA ‘ypnowk[q
posaig 001 1nS ‘6 peoy Ayuno) 97|
‘61O }Joid-UoN £39190€ ueMS J93dwina I, 9y,




