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From the Executive Director

We are nearing the end of a very productive 2009. This year we launched two
new initiatives in addition to continuing our role in important Trumpeter Swan
conservation efforts across the continent. The first, our Greater Yellowstone
Trumpeter Swan Initiative (GYTSI), addresses concern for the most
vulnerable nesting population of Trumpeters. Although TTSS has been active in
the Greater Yellowstone Region for decades, as risk increases we must
increase our conservation activities. Our second initiative addresses our
concern about providing secure winter habitat for Trumpeters from coast to
coast. In the upper Midwest, numerous states have been successful at
restoring nesting flocks. We would like to see more of these birds spend the
winter in quality habitat to increase their security. No one currently knows how
many Interior Population Trumpeters are attempting southward migrations, so
we are initiating Trumpeter Watch, a citizen science project to develop better
winter distribution information in the Central and Eastern states. Consider
getting involved if you live in our target areas.
In addition to the new initiatives, TTSS continues to support efforts to reduce
lead poisoning in Washington State and adjacent British Columbia while
exploring ways to preserve critical wintering habitat that is under constant threat of development. We also
continue translocation projects in Arkansas and Oregon to assist Trumpeters in establishing winter habitat.
TTSS accomplishes this and much, much more with the equivalent of less than two full-time staff and the help
of several dedicated volunteers. This fall, we will complete the first update of our Strategic Plan to help us
identify our highest priorities and focus our very limited resources for the next 5 years on actions that will most
benefit Trumpeter Swans. Our work involves habitat, population, and administrative issues that are complex.
Results are often evident only after several years. To maintain the continuity and effectiveness of our
multiyear programs, we try to raise adequate funds to end each year with at least ¾ of the next year’s budget
in hand. Because much of our fundraising and administration has been done by volunteer Board members, we
are very proud to tell you that last year we only spent 6.4% of our income on administration and fundraising.
Over 93% of our income went directly into program work. This is our normal pattern.
Due to the economic downturn, we will be ending 2009 with only about 20% of our 2010 budget in hand.
Unless we have a very strong response to our Annual Appeal and membership renewal efforts, we will have to
reduce our very small staff and our activities next year. We have always made an effort to limit our fundraising
appeal to you to the fall issue of Trumpetings and not burden you with repeated requests. This is our Annual
Appeal time and we need your help more than ever. Please renew your membership and contribute
whatever you can afford. There are many ways to support us – see the insert for details!
We would also be most thankful if you would help TTSS by recruiting at least one new member to help us
double our membership in 2010. In addition, we need to diversify our Board of Directors to add expertise in
fund raising, organizational development, and financial management. We currently have a Board position
open and would like to hear from you if you might be interested, or if you know someone who could help us in
one or more of those areas.
Thanks for your great support and Happy Holidays!

- John Cornely

OUR PACIFIC COAST POPULATION PRIORITIES
One of the wonderful highlights of Trumpeter
Swan recovery has been the growth of the
Pacific Coast Population since the initial surveys
in the 1950s. Numbering about 25,000 swans in
2005, the Pacific Coast Population contains 2/3
of North America’s Trumpeter Swans.

regional entities, including the dairy industry,
other agricultural groups, conservation groups,
federal, state, and local planners and resource
managers, universities, hunters, and many
citizen volunteers. Whenever possible, we also
work with partners in adjacent areas of British
Columbia, where Trumpeters also winter. A
substantial portion of our work during the past 2
years has been funded by the Felburn
Foundation and we are most grateful for their
support. Most of our on-the-ground efforts have
been led by Board member Martha Jordan, who
lives in the heart of the wintering area.

Our efforts to protect habitat currently
are focusing in four areas:

About half of this population winters in remote
estuaries along the Pacific Coast. Most others
winter in southern British Columbia and
northwestern Washington where they feed
primarily on crop residues in agricultural fields
and grass pastures often associated with
dairies. The most serious problem facing this
population is the rapidly increasing loss of
farmlands in Washington, southern British
Columbia, and Oregon to subdivision or other
uses that preclude use by wintering swans.
Northwest Washington, with over 10,000
wintering Trumpeters, is the single most
important wintering area in North America.
Unfortunately, this productive region is
becoming increasingly urbanized. Agricultural
land is rapidly being lost or converted to nonwildlife friendly crops. The future ability of this
area to support wintering swans and other
waterfowl will decline substantially without
careful planning.
These agricultural lands
provide essential winter habitat that is crucial for
the maintenance and security of this population.
To maintain this population, it will be necessary
to identify adequate long-term winter habitat and
ensure that land-use mechanisms are in place to
maintain its suitability for wintering swans. This
will be one of TTSS’s top priorities for the next 5
years.
To accomplish this very challenging goal, TTSS
is building partnerships with a wide variety of

v

Mapping all agricultural lands that
currently provide important winter habitat
and potential areas that could be suitable
for swans if current trends in population
distribution and growth continue.

v

Creating educational materials that
explain the importance of agricultural
lands for wintering swans and specific
characteristics/techniques needed to
keep agricultural lands suitable for swan
use. These materials are being created
in format suitable for legislators, federal,
state and local planners, agricultural
groups, private landowners, and the
general public.

v

Identifying the most important land use
and waterfowl habitat processes that will
determine the future of PCP swan winter
habitat and participating in these
processes.

v

Strengthening the administrative
mechanisms that protect the
Johnson/Debay Swan Reserve and
experimenting with farming practices to
maximize benefits to swans.

In addition, TTSS is also focusing on habitat
quality issues, primarily the recent severe
problem of swan mortality due to ingesting lead
shot that was deposited during past hunting in
some areas.

PACIFIC COAST POPULATION continued…

Since 1999, lead shot has killed over 2,300
wintering swans in Washington State and
adjacent portions of British Columbia. TTSS has
been working hard with the Canadian Wildlife
Service, Washington Department of Fish and
Wildlife, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, other
nonprofit organizations, and concerned citizens
to find the source of the lead shot, so that it can
be cleaned up. TTSS is helping to support the
work by fundraising, helping to develop research
and
management
strategies,
recruiting
volunteers, and providing equipment. After 10
deadly winters, progress has been made and the
source of some, but not all, of the lead shot that
is killing so many swans has been determined.
During the next 5 years, we plan to assist
in the lead poisoning crisis response
with two major approaches:
➤ First, continuing to assist in the efforts to
identify specific problem sites and reduce swan
access to lead in those areas.
➤ Second, continuing our "Get the Lead Out"
campaign to eliminate the ongoing use of lead
shot and sinkers in areas where the lead would
be accessible for wintering swans.

Please visit our website and click on the
Washington Swan Working Group section to
read about the lead issue. We have recently
updated the lead poisoning section and provide
a wealth of material on the problem in
Washington and the impacts of lead poisoning in
general.
➤

➤ www.trumpeterswansociety.org

A Note of Thanks to DR. PAUL JOHNSGARD
We thank Dr. Paul Johnsgard for the generous
and enthusiastic sharing of has drawings and
photographs in support of the work of TTSS.
Many are featured in this November 2009 issue
Trumpetings.
Dr.
Johnsgard’s
book
of
Waterfowl: Their Biology and Natural History
remains a definitive book of reference, one that
many of our members are familiar with. Well
known in waterfowl circles, Dr. Johnsgard is
Professor Emeritus of The University of
Nebraska, Lincoln. He received his Ph.D. from
Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y. He is author of
over 50 books and numerous technical and
popular- interest articles, many of which feature
Trumpeters. He also has a great appreciation for
the sounds and spectacles of nature, for
Sandhill Cranes, and for the Platte River which
supports the cranes annual long migrations. His
work is an inspiration to us as we seek to assist
expanding, restored populations of Trumpeters
in finding their secure winter range.

NEW MEMBERS
We welcome new members Cathy Cooper (MD),
Melanie Crandon (WA), Jon Danforth (MN), David
Douglass (KS), Charles Hedeen (MT), Dr, Randall &
Lynn Schmidt (IN), Alex Vargo (CO) and a new
Organization Member, The Henry’s Fork Foundation
(ID).

RECENT VOLUNTEERS
In addition to the continued strong efforts of our
volunteer Board members, we count on individuals to
help us reach our goals. We thank Dave Weaver,
who offered his expertise assisting in the edits for
Trumpetings. Mary Bote has been a great inspiration
as we establish Trumpeter Watch, sharing her
expertise in cataloging past records for several states
and the story of her father, Harold Burgess. Narca
Moore-Craig assisted with art and photo production.
Beverly Kingdon has helped us track down requests
for information on marked swans in Ontario. Bill
West, manager of Red Rock Lakes NWR, Wendy
Doughty of Kayak Adventures Worldwide, TTSS
member Peggy Ridgway, NPS staff Carol McIntyre
(Denali) & Joshua Schmidt (Fairbanks), as well as
Sharon Dewar of the Lincoln Park Zoo, helped us
assemble articles for our electronic communications.
Photographers who have generously shared their
work with us since our last issue of Trumpetings
include: Wendy Doughty, Derek Griggs, Jozien
Keijzer, Jess Lee, and Ed Post.
If we have left anyone out, we wish to recognize you,
so do not hesitate to remind us, please!

GREATER YELLOWSTONE TRUMPETER SWAN INITIATIVE
As we focus on our top priorities for the next 5 years,
reversing the decline and assuring the secure
restoration of the Trumpeter Swans that nest in the
Greater Yellowstone region of Montana, Idaho, and
Wyoming is very important to TTSS. To help make
these swans secure, TTSS has launched a vital 5-year
initiative under the direction of John Cornely and Ruth
Shea.
By 1900, Greater Yellowstone was the only breeding
group that survived the destruction of the species in the
lower 48 states. As these nesting Trumpeters gradually
increased during the 1930s to 1970s, they provided
breeding stock for many of the restoration efforts in Oregon, Washington, Nevada, South Dakota, and
the Midwest. Yet today, this group faces serious problems and its future is very uncertain. These
vulnerable swans are in the midst of a precarious transition following the necessary, but difficult,
termination of 57 years of artificial winter feeding at Red Rock Lakes NWR, MT. In addition, they must
cope with the loss of traditional, historic movement patterns to more productive southerly winter and
prebreeding habitats, declining quality of important nesting habitats due to drought, human development,
and other site-specific issues, and competition from increasing numbers of wintering Canadian
Trumpeters.
Currently, there are less than 75 breeding pairs of Trumpeter Swans in the entire western U.S. (outside
of Alaska) and most nest in Greater Yellowstone. Adult numbers have declined by 25% since 1989 even
though there has been encouraging expansion into new lower-elevation nesting areas. In 2008, there
were only 379 adults and 44 nesting pairs, and cygnet production at Red Rock Lakes NWR and
Yellowstone National Park was the lowest on record, with only 2 cygnets.

To rebuild a secure population, the following tasks are essential:
➤ Increase nesting attempts & cygnet
production;
➤ Ensure that all public lands in
Greater Yellowstone attain their
potential for nesting swans;
➤ Protect key nesting sites from
human impacts; and
➤ Rebuild use of adequate winter &
early spring habitats.
An effective regionwide effort is needed, yet the agencies that work to conserve the swans face declining
budgets and rapidly increasing demands on their time and resources. To achieve our goal, TTSS will
bring technical expertise and scientific resources to help solve the problems through creative
partnerships with resource agencies, other conservation groups, and volunteers.
Our Goal: To rebuild a secure nesting population of Trumpeter Swans in Greater Yellowstone.
Our Objectives:
1. Achieve the Pacific Flyway Council’s management objectives for Greater Yellowstone’s
Trumpeters (approved in 2008):

a. By 2013, increase nesting pairs to at least 117, including 34 in Montana, 46 in Wyoming, and
37 in Idaho.
b. By 2013, increase adult swans to at least 540, including 205 in Montana, 160 in Wyoming,
and 175 in Idaho.
2. Strengthen the on-the-ground and administrative mechanisms needed for long-term security of
the Greater Yellowstone nesting population.
KEY TASKS FOR GREATER YELLOWSTONE:
v

Help USFWS identify and correct problems at Red Rock Lakes NWR, MT, that are reducing
nesting efforts and success and rebuild the Centennial Valley flock to at least 19 nesting pairs.

v

Ensure that management plans for all National Wildlife Refuges, other federal lands, and state
management areas within Greater Yellowstone aim to achieve each area’s potential for swan
nesting and that needed tasks are identified and implemented.

v

Assist land managers to identify and where feasible correct nest site problems.

v

Encourage private wetland owners to improve habitat for Trumpeter Swans and encourage
successful nesting.

v

Recruit and train volunteers to increase monitoring and identify site-specific problems.

v

Analyze and summarize long-term data on Greater Yellowstone Trumpeters to better understand
factors impacting productivity.

v

Increase public understanding of the problems facing Greater Yellowstone’s Trumpeters and
seek support for finding solutions.

Many of the highest quality wetlands in Greater Yellowstone occur on
National Wildlife Refuges (Red Rock Lakes, Camas, Grays Lake, Bear Lake,
Seedskadee, Cokeville Meadows, National Elk, and Minidoka). For a variety
of reasons, most of these areas are currently not achieving their nesting
potential for Trumpeter Swans.
Many of these refuges will be developing new management plans within the
next few years and TTSS will be deeply involved in this effort to ensure that
swan issues are adequately addressed. Additionally, there is much potential
to increase cygnet production on eastern Idaho’s six state Waterfowl
Management Areas, which supported only one swan nest in 2009. We will
work with Idaho Department of Fish and Game to explore how to encourage
successful nesting. TTSS can play a very significant role in making Greater
Yellowstone’s nesting Trumpeters secure for generations to come.

Notes from Ruth Shea and John Cornely’s calendars since June, 2009
– A brief look at some of TTSS’ 2009 GYTSI accomplishments
- Conducted aerial and ground surveys to monitor nesting swans in eastern Idaho & reported all data to
management agencies.
- Met with managers of Red Rock Lakes NWR to discuss habitat management & cygnet production.
- Led swan field trip and discussion at the Greater Yellowstone Coalition annual meeting.
- Advised private landowners on habitat improvement possibilities.
- Assisted efforts to increase swan use of private wetlands in Teton Basin.
- Discovered the shooting of one of Idaho's nesting swans and posted a $500 reward.
- Provided information for three news articles on Trumpeters.
- Participated in a 2-day interagency Trumpeter Swan meeting at which Ruth made a presentation
summarizing 30 Years of Trumpeter Swan Conservation in Greater Yellowstone.

COMMUNICATIONS
We have a lot to say about swans and in 2009, we expanded the ways
in which we do so. Seeking timely ways to communicate, we decided to
feature ENEWS, a Trumpeter Swan Society blog, and have a presence
Facebook. Through this diversification, we hope to reach a greater
number of people. To empower TTSS’ strategic goals, we seek to find
new members of varied ages and interests.
ENEWS You can now receive a free electronic newsletter monthly,
excepting months we publish Trumpetings. In 2009, we have sent three
issues to date and they have been very well received. Peg Abbott
coordinates this and in addition to news, seeks out talented nature
photographers willing to share their work. Take a moment to request
ENEWS by email on online; we think you’ll be pleasantly surprised. It’s
also easy to forward an issue on to a friend or colleague – a great way
to include them in our work.
BLOG Peg Abbott hosts a BLOG which you can find at http://trumpeterswansociety.wordpress.com. A blog resembles a
website, but in general is faster, less formal, and is meant to be interactive, inviting readers to comment. We post features 2-3
times a month with photos, presenting material from across the continent and portraying an interesting mix of topics. One of our
most popular features is Photo-of-the-Month, hosted by Greg Smith – check it out to see these gorgeous images! Subjects
posted on blogs are indexed by computer search engines, which help new people find TTSS. We expect that as our new
Trumpeter Watch program takes off, the blog will give us a quick format to respond to questions and news of sightings. We
also hope this effort will bring us vitally-needed new members and steer traffic to our newly revised and in-depth website.
FACEBOOK TTSS Board Member Gary Ivey hosts TTSS on Facebook, www.Facebook.com, the fastest growing
communication network. A few of us have grumbled as we set up an account so we could receive this, and found it to be fun.
Many young people use Facebook almost exclusively and are far more likely to find us here rather than on our website.
Facebook enthusiasts are invited to join organizations as FANS. Gary and other Facebook readers can quickly post news and
items of interest. If you are on Facebook, please join TTSS as a FAN. If you are not, this may be your inspiration to join!
WEBSITE Ruth Shea, with help from Board members, the staff, and talented professional web designer Michelle Drewien,
Naturalist
Journeys
coordinated a MAJOR revision of our TTSS website in 2009. Many of you may not have seen
the latest
updatewww.naturalistjourneys.com
submitted by
TTSS Board member Martha Jordan on the issue of lead toxicity and other challenges for our Pacific Coast Trumpeters. You’ll
find this at www.trumpeterswansociety.org.
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LIMITED EDITION PRINT
Jess Lee takes amazing
wildlife photographs around
the world. On his website
www.jessleephotos.com,
you can see images of
animals from Africa to
Alaska and beyond. On his
home turf in Idaho at the
edge of the Greater
Yellowstone Ecosystem,
Jess Lee is a master.
Trumpeter Swans are one
of his favorite subjects. He
has over 170 Trumpeter
images posted on his
website. Each picture is
part of a story;
documentation of hundreds
of hours in the field with
Trumpeters.
Jess is alarmed by the swift and serious decline in Yellowstone’s breeding Trumpeter population. He
notes that year after year pairs he’s photographed over many seasons either have no cygnets or are
gone. Vacant territories haunt him in places where he once spent hours quietly waiting to capture the
essence of Trumpeters. He sees “the whole thing tanking.” Jess Lee wants to help and we at TTSS are
grateful for his concern and generosity. Jess has made one of his finest shots available to TTSS as a
LIMITED EDITION PRINT. There will be 300 signed and numbered copies for us to offer to members
and fans. All the income from sales, except a small amount for production and shipping, will go to
support TTSS’ 5-year Greater Yellowstone Trumpeter Swan Initiative.
We urge you to treat yourself to hours of staring at this beautiful image of a Trumpeter against blue ice.
Winter is a time of challenge and this photo is testimony to Trumpeter tenacity. You can order the print
as you renew your membership and know that you’ve done something significant to help. This print will
make a great holiday gift as well, a wonderful way to give a beautiful gift, while putting your dollars to
work to benefit the swans.


Tear Off and Return This Form with Your Renewal Please
Order your LIMITED EDITION 12x18 print today! The cost is $235.00, which includes shipping and handling.
Copies are limited, so don’t delay!
MORE WAYS TO SHOW SUPPORT: DO YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING WITH US!
You may include payment for any of the following with your renewal check.
Gift Store prices are shown online, or request our one-page catalog today. We will ship to your address
as it appears in our records, unless otherwise informed. Thank you!

PURCHASE a LIMITED EDITION PRINT of Jess Lee’s photograph
GO SHOPPING at the TTSS ONLINE GIFTSHOP

$________________
$________________

T-shirts, Golf shirts, Sweatshirts, Logo Items, Fine Art Prints, Caps, Toys, Porcelain Figures & More….
(Add shipping and handling please – see below)
$________________
(Minnesota residents only 7.275% Sales Tax / **NO TAX on clothing**)
$________________
Make check or money order payable to TTSS (Canadians please write "in

U. S. funds" on personal checks) and mail to The Trumpeter Swan Society,
12615 County Road 9, Plymouth, Minnesota 55441.
[Exception: shipping for Meger Print: free to members]

Shipping & Handling
$2.50 - 10.00 $3.00
10.01 - 26.00 6.00
26.01 - 40.00 8.00
40.01 – 75.00 10.00
over $75.00 15.00

YOUR INPUT NEEDED: Museum Collection Review for Trumpeter Swans

.

Dr. Jeff Snyder (Western Oregon University) and Carl D. Mitchell (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service) are
planning a review of North American museum collections of Trumpeter Swans. The objectives are to
document the locations of all historical collections, gather any additional morphometric data available,
and examine the potential for collecting additional genetic information. Anyone with knowledge of
museum specimens or who wishes to join this effort should contact Jeff at snyderj@wou.edu or Carl at
carl_mitchell@fws.gov.
MEMBERSHIP: Notes from Executive Director, John Cornely

This has been a record year for membership recruitment!
TTSS’ membership is growing faster than ever before,
largely as we find an enthusiastic response to the efforts of
our part-time Outreach Coordinator, Peg Abbott. We now
have over 600 members, an increase of over 20% since
the end of 2006. Despite this progress, we need to at least
double our membership to insure a more stable core
budget. We find that new members are excited to join our
accomplished group of dedicated individuals, and we feel
that a continued growth in membership will alert more
people to the needs of Trumpeter Swans. Membership
growth will allow us to influence the complex management
decisions across the continent that affect this magnificent
species. This year and next, we must rely more on
individual members as donors, as our income from
foundation grants was greatly reduced in both 2008 and
2009. The slow economy has impacted many foundations
and nonprofit groups, and TTSS is no exception. We have
been far too dependent on a very small number of donors. We are working diligently to diversify our
funding base among both foundations and individuals and hope you will assist our efforts to rise to the
challenge. We know there are many potential supporters out there; we need your help to find them!
BREAKING NEWS! Dr. Jane Goodall features TRUMPETERS and TTSS on the website for her new book “Hope
for Animals and Their World”. Click on the “EXCLUSIVE” tab, choose Section 2: Saved in the Eleventh Hour.
Find this at: www.janegoodallhopeforanimals.com. It’s a great tribute to Trumpeters, TTSS and our work!


Tear Off and Return This Form with Your Renewal Please
How Can You Help TTSS assure
the vitality and welfare of wild Trumpeter Swans?
TAX – DEDUCTIBLE MEMBERSHIPS & GIFTS
RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
$25
Student/Retired

$________________

$35
$50
$100
$250
Regular Family Conservator Benefactor

CONSIDER ADDITIONAL FUNDS for our ANNUAL APPEAL

$________________

SUPPORT TTSS through our NORTH AMERICAN SWAN FUND
A great way to introduce family, friends, or a local organization to TTSS
Please provide name and address – we will send Gift Card
GIVE A GIFT MEMBERSHIP

$________________

$________________

TOTAL ENCLOSED

$________________

If you would like to consider TTSS in your Estate Planning, please let us know and
Ruth Shea, our Treasurer, can offer guidelines and assist you.

Trumpeter Watch Improving Winter
Security – a TTSS Strategic Goal for Interior
Population Trumpeter Swans
The task of restoring Interior Population Trumpeters
has been highly successful but is not yet done. As
northern breeding flocks expand, increasing numbers
of Trumpeters are pioneering towards historic
wintering areas south of the 40th parallel.
Trumpeters are showing up in places they have not
frequented for over 100 years. Little is known about
the numbers of southward migrants, the habitats they
use, or the conditions that they are encountering.
Increased efforts to rebuild secure winter distributions
are needed to assure that expanding nesting flocks
will remain secure as they face continued human
population growth, environmental changes, and the
appearance of new diseases such as Avian
Influenza. We need to identify and locate adequate
winter habitat and may need to assist birds, if
necessary, to find it and establish secure use. We
need to assess risks for migrant Trumpeters based
on distance, route, and number of stopovers and
define habitat needs en route to assist safe passage.
TTSS has launched
Trumpeter Watch,
a citizen science
program to help
track Trumpeters on
the move as they
explore and use
new winter habitat.
TTSS is reaching
out to our members
and active birders to
send
us
winter
observations
of
Trumpeter Swans and the habitats that they are
using. Trumpeter Watch will serve as an effective
information system into which observers can report
sightings.
Join our network of volunteer observers
to document the changing winter
distribution of Trumpeter Swans in:
NE, KS, OK, TX, eastern NM & CO, MO,
AR, IL, IN, KY, TN, LA, MS, AL,
VA, MD, DE & any other
Interior or Atlantic State where
Trumpeter Swans are observed
Nov 1, 2009 – May 1, 2010

Summarized data from sightings will be given to
managers and presented on our website to help
document the current winter distribution of
Trumpeters as they move southward and identify
potential over-wintering sites. Details of current use
patterns and the habitats used will help provide a
solid foundation for management efforts to rebuild
more secure winter distributions.

WHY IS YOUR HELP NEEDED?
g By 1900, Trumpeter Swans were extirpated from
nesting and wintering areas in Central and Eastern
North America. Lost with the swans was their historic
knowledge of migration routes and southern wintering
sites. For Trumpeters, migration is mostly a behavior
learned from experienced adults. Therefore,
reestablishing traditional historic patterns is difficult.
g In recent decades, wild nesting populations of
Trumpeters have been successfully restored in
several northerly states and Ontario. Most swans
now winter near their northern breeding areas, but an
unknown number are pioneering southward and
beginning to establish use of more southerly
wintering sites.
g Little is known regarding the numbers and
groupings of southward migrants, the location and
characteristics of sites they are pioneering, duration
of use, or problems they may be encountering.
g By providing information through Trumpeter
Watch, observers can help document the changing
distribution of wintering Trumpeter Swans and help
identify potential new southerly wintering sites.
We ask you to REGISTER for Trumpeter Watch
online at www.trumpeterswansociety.org. Observers
report any first observation of a Trumpeter Swan at a new
location to us as soon as possible, using our Trumpeter
Watch OBSERVATION FORM. Regular watchers submit
a summary of observations to us by the 10th of each
month throughout the study period. We want to document
key habitat information as well as details about the swans.

TRUMPETERS ARE MY LIFE
Comments from John Cornely
Harold Burgess: an inspiration to swan
biologists for over 50 years! Long-time TTSS
member Harold Burgess says that Trumpeter
Swans have been an inspiration to him. In turn
Harold has inspired us with his conservation
ethic, hard work, and dedication for many
decades. Over 90 years young, he is still at it!
Enjoy the article that follows.
As Told by Harold Burgess…
I began working with Trumpeter Swans when I
became Refuge Manager of Lacreek National
Wildlife Refuge in August 1972.
Shortly
thereafter my wife Ruth and I attended the 2 nd
TTSS Conference at Grande Prairie. Inspired,
we invited The Trumpeter Swan Society to have
their next conference at Martin, South Dakota, in
1973. We saw this conference as an opportunity
to get local and state persons involved in
reporting swan nesting and other observations
by postcard. So we invited private landowners,
South Dakota Game and Fish Department,
Badlands National Monument, Buffalo Gap
National Grasslands, and Nebraska Game, and
Fish and Parks Department. Assistant Refuge
Manager Conrad Fjetland capably organized it.
Ruth and I began spending much off-duty time in
surveying off-refuge Trumpeters.

There were always surprises. On a visit to Brush
Creek Ranch, the manager Ivan Moss asked
“Did you know that Trumpeter Swans were
nesting on Hoover Lake when we moved here in
1960?” His wife and son confirmed this. That
was incredible! This would predate nesting for
Trumpeter Swans restored to Lacreek, which did
not occur until 1963.
We captured, banded, and collared Trumpeter
Swans during their molt to follow their

movements. We searched hard for wintering
Trumpeters including doing aerial surveys. After
the big West River Blizzard of March 18, 1975,
we did not see more Trumpeters at the refuge
feeders. Where were they going? We started
hearing of wintering Trumpeters pioneering into
Texas. In 1976, flocks of 32 and 18 Trumpeter
Swans were counted in Jackson County, Texas,
and the 18 were photographed.
When I transferred to North Kansas City Area
Office in August 1978, I remained passionate
about the Lacreek Trumpeters and I served on
the Restoration Committee of The Trumpeter
Swan Society. I also served on the Central
Flyway Swan Committee and chaired the writing
of the Lacreek Trumpeter Swan Plan.
After retirement in 1980, my wife Ruth and I
continued to volunteer as a team for The
Trumpeter Swan Society. I served on the
Society’s Board of Directors and as the US
representative on the Trumpeter Swan
Restoration Committee. Then as President of
TTSS for two terms, I encouraged restoration of
Trumpeter Swans in Wisconsin, Ontario, and
Michigan. I have followed with great interest the
programs of Lacreek, Minnesota, Wisconsin,
Michigan, Ontario, Iowa, Ohio, and Arkansas.
In 1984, Ruth and I did groundwork on site for
Red Rock Lakes NWR and we studied the
Trumpeter Swans breeding on Pinto Lake and
their forage supply on Salt River for the
Wyoming Fish and Game Department. We also
checked on the nesting potential in Grand Teton
National Forest and the aquatic food supply in
Henrys Fork of the Snake River in Idaho in
1985. In 1986, we surveyed the actual and
potential
Trumpeter
Swan
habitat
in
Saskatchewan en route to and from our summer
habitat survey at Elk Island National Park in
Alberta, Canada.

Although my wife died in 1998, The Trumpeter
Swan Society chose to honor us both with a
plaque of appreciation “to Ruth and Harold
Burgess for their contributions to the welfare of
Trumpeter Swans.” It touched my heart very
much that they included Ruth. This was in 2001
at the joint 18th TSS Conference and 4th
International Swan Symposium at Airlie Center,
Warrenton, Virginia.
I have done many other things regarding wildlife,
ecology, and conservation, but as I reached 92, I
began to simplify and focus on one more
Trumpeter Swan project.
My plan is to
encourage experiments to aid the Trumpeter
Swan to reach its full winter migration range. It
is my hope that the Trumpeter Swan will migrate
to safe wintering areas in the south and come to
South Texas where the warm climate makes an
old cob rejuvenate. I appreciate the many
friendships we have made along the way among
those who are inspired by the Magnificent and
Mysterious Trumpeter Swan.

NEWS FROM JIM HAWKINGS, TTSS Board
Member from Yukon Territory
Recognition
came to TTSS in
Canada in 2009.
The local
organizing
committee for the
21st Trumpeter
Swan Society
Conference in
Whitehorse,
Yukon Territory
(April 16-19,
2008), was
presented with a
"Bravo" award on
February 5,
2009, by The
Yukon
Convention Bureau. These awards recognize
local event organizations that have championed
hosting a meeting or other type of event in the
Yukon. Board member Jim Hawkings accepted
the award on behalf of the local committee,
whose other members were Bruce Bennett,
Nancy Hughes, Erin Spiewak, and Patricia Joe.
The photo shows Jim Hawkings, chair of the
Whitehorse organizing committee, accepting the
award from Paul Flaherty of Northwestel on behalf of
The Yukon Convention Bureau.

We thank Mary Bote, Harold’s daughter and fellow
Trumpeter Swan enthusiast for preparing this article
on request for Trumpetings. Harold now resides in South
Texas.

Author & TTSS Board Member Jim King
Contemplates the Future for Trumpeter Swans
“People of the 19th century almost eliminated wild
swans from North America. The swans made
very modest gains in the 20th century as the
human population exploded from 76 to 281
million. Wild swans will only survive in the 21st
century to the extent that our society is committed
to making a place for them and is willing to share
some resources.”
From: Attending Alaska’s Birds, a Wildlife Pilot’s
Story, by TTSS Board member Jim King, 2008. Jim’s

book chronicles his long career with swans and is
available from Amazon (www.amazon.com).

Jim also reports that visitors to the Whitehorse,
Yukon Territory, airport have a great chance to
appreciate the beauty of Trumpeter Swans.
Thanks to the efforts of TTSS director Jim
Hawkings and the Wildlife Viewing Program at
Environment Yukon, travelers at the Erik Nielsen
Whitehorse International Airport have been
entertained since April this year with a 3-minute
video vignette of Trumpeter Swans at the Swan
Haven and Tagish viewing sites. Jim provided
his personal high-definition video footage shot
over the past 3 or 4 years, and Environment
Yukon funded the production. It is intended to
further educate the public about the beauty of
these two areas and their importance to migrating
swans and other species. According to Jim, the
Whitehorse Airport is a great venue for this
because of the high number of air travelers and
locals passing through it – and the fact that there
is only one lounge area for people to sit outside
the secure departure lounge. The video is shown
every 20 minutes or so, on a large high-definition
flat panel TV, giving a very positive outreach for
Trumpeter Swans.
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