
Wildfowl (1973) 24:4

International Swan Symposium at Slimbridge

In association  w ith the annual Executive 
B oard M eeting o f th e  In ternational W ater­
fowl R esearch B ureau, w hich took  place 
a t Slim bridge, a  2-day sym posium  on 
swans was organized jo in tly  w ith the W ild­
fowl T rust on 7 and  8 D ecem ber 1971. It 
d id  no t p rove possible to  publish the p ro ­
ceedings o f the sym posium  in book  form , 
bu t a num ber o f  th e  m ajo r papers are 
p rin ted  in this issue o f Wildfowl. These 
are  the con tribu tions by W illiam  W. H. 
G unn  (C anada); P rofessor W. J. L. Sladen 
(C o-o rd inato r o f the I.W .R .B . Swan R e­
search G roup), Jam es G . King, Calvin J. 
Lensink and H enry  A. H ansen (all o f the 
U nited States); M rs. Rose Lesser (Japan); 
D r Sven M athiasson (Sweden); D r M urray 
W illiam s (New Z ealand). A  m ajo r p a rt o f 
C. M. R eynolds’ (U .K .) con tribu tion  was 
published in Wildfowl, 23:111—118, ‘M ute 
Swan w eights in re la tion  to  breeding p e r­
fo rm ance’. M ary Evans outlined the 
Bewick’s Swan research  being carried ou t 
by the W ildfowl T rust and D r Janet K ear 
in troduced  ‘The Sw ans’, the m onograph by 
Peter Scott and  th e  W ildfowl T rust which 
was published  shortly  afterw ards. Two 
papers on p a rticu la r aspects o f th e  T ru st’s

Figure 1. Feeding time of the wild Bewick’s 
Swans Cygnus columbianus bewickii is demon-

w ork on Bewick’s Swans com plete the p re ­
sen tation  in th is volum e.

O ther papers presen ted  to  th e  sym posium  
w ere those  o f  D r C. D. T. M inton on ‘A 
study o f M ute Swans in C entral E ngland’; 
D r C. M. Perrins and M alcolm  Ogilvie on 
‘A study o f colonially  breeding M ute Swans 
in D orse t’; D r J. C adbury  o n ‘Swans on the 
O use W ashes, eastern  E ngland’; A. Tim - 
m erm ann ‘On the occurrence o f  swans in 
the  N etherlands’; P. A ndersen-H arild  
‘Swan research  in D enm ark ’; D r A. H aap a­
nen on ‘W hooper Swan research  in F in­
lan d ’; and R. F . R uttledge o n ‘D istribution  
o f W hooper and  Bewick’s Swans in Ire land ’. 
D r Tom  W. Barry (C anada) presen ted  a 
d ra ft ‘B ibliography o f th e  Sw an’ and  this 
has since been extended, in association  with 
D r Jane t K ear, to  cover m ore than  a th o u ­
sand an n o ta ted  entries. It will shortly  be 
published by th e  C anadian  W ildlife Service.

O ther partic ipan ts w ere G . L. A tkinson- 
W illes (U .K .), H . Boyd (C anada), Professor 
P. G renqu ist (F in land), M r K. H onda 
(Japan). P. N. H um phreys, Professor G . V. 
T. M atthew s, D r M. Owen, B. L. Sage, Sir 
P eter and  Lady Scott, D atila  Scott, N . A. 
W ood (all U .K .) and  M r S. Y oshikaw a 
(Japan).

strated to the symposium participants on a misty 
morning.
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