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Mission statement

The Wetlands International/IUCN

SSC Swan Specialist Group is a

global network of swan specialists

who undertake monitoring, research,
conservation and management of swan
populations. The SSG strives to facilitate
effective communication between
members and others with an interest in
swan management and conservation
world-wide, in order to improve national
and international links for cooperative
research, to identify gaps in knowledge
and to provide a forum for addressing
swan conservation issues.

Summary of main activities in 2014
The 5th International Swan Symposium
(5th ISS) of the Wetlands International/
IUCN SSC Swan Specialist Group (SSG)
was held at Easton, Maryland, USA
from 3-6 February 2014. International
swan symposia have been convened at
c. 10-year intervals since the inaugural
meeting in December 1971. About 100
swan researchers and conservationists
from 16 countries attended the 5th

ISS, which was kindly hosted by The
Trumpeter Swan Society (TTSS), and
coincided with the 23rd Conference of
the TTSS (http://www.wetlands.org/
Portals/0/5th%20International %20
Swan%20Symposium%20report.

pdf). Three days were dedicated to
presentations and workshops, which
covered all aspects of swan ecology,
with sessions on: (1) populations

and distribution; (2) habitat and diet;

(8) management; (4) breeding biology;
(5) migration strategies; and (6) threats
to swan species. Key management
issues discussed included the control of
the non-native Mute Swan within North
America; illegal shooting of migratory
swans in Europe and the illegal poisoning
and trapping of swans in China were
raised as points of conservation concern.
Research areas included tracking studies
(to determine the overlap of Tundra
Swan populations in North America

and the migration routes of Bewick’s
and Whooper Swans in relation to wind
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farm sites), development of a ringing
programme for Black Swans in Australia,
the status of swans breeding in North
America and habitat use by swans in the
Balltic. A special workshop led by the
Avian Power Line Interaction Committee
(APIC) addressed avian interactions with
power lines and focused on methods to
minimize swan collisions with the cables.
Three other workshops were convened,
on the use of stochastic growth models
for estimating swan populations, the
organization of the Swan Specialist
Group, and on the implementation of
the AEWA Bewick’s Swan Action Plan.
Seven papers presented at the meeting
were subsequently published as a “mini

proceedings” in Wildfow! 64 in November

2014 (http://wildfowl.wwt.org.uk/index.

php/wildfowl/issue/view/286), with other

papers also published elsewhere.

Following adoption by AEWA of a
Bewick’s Swan Species Action Plan for

the NW European population in May 2012
(http://www.unep-aewa.org/sites/default/

files/publication/ts44_ssap_bewicks_
swan.pdf), several initiatives are being

taken forward for implementation of the
plan. These include a National Bewick’s
Swan Action Plan developed for Estonia
(http://www.envir.ee/sites/default/
files/elfinder/article_files/vaikeluige_
ktk_eelnou.pdf), and discussions are
underway for an Action Plan for Germany.
The international censuses of migratory
swans (both Bewick’s and Whooper
Swans), which have been undertaken

in Europe at five-year intervals since the
mid 1980s, were extended to include
countries generally held to be wintering
areas for the Caspian Population of
Bewick’s Swans (traditionally thought to
amount to c. 1,500 birds) for the January
2015 census. Numbers of Bewick’s
Swans wintering on the Evros Delta in
Greece have increased markedly from a
few hundred individuals to c. 3,600 birds
over the past five years, and extending
the census will contribute to assessment
of whether these swans are from the NW
European or the Caspian Populations.
Census results are scheduled to

be collated by summer 2015 for
dissemination by the end of the year.
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