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MISSION STATEMENT

The Wetlands International / IUCN SSC Swan Specialist Group (Swan SG) is a global network of over 300

swan specialists from 32 countries who undertake monitoring, research, conservation and management

of swan populations.

The Swan SG strives to facilitate effective communication between its members and others with an interest in

swan management and conservation world-wide, in order to improve national and international links for

cooperative research, to identify gaps in knowledge and to provide a forum for addressing swan conservation issues.

SUMMARY OF MAIN ACTIVITIES 2015

Following the 5th International Swan Symposium held in Maryland, USA, in February 2014, several key initiatives for
improving communication within the Swan SG were taken forward in 2015, as follows:

* After several years without a Swan SG newsletter, Swan News 11 (edited by Carl D. Mitchell) was published in May 2015.
» A Swan Specialist Group forum was put in place to facilitate exchange of news and ideas (via email) within the group.

+ In addition to renewing the roles of species coordinators within the Swan SG, an organising committee was put in place,
including a Regional Coordinator (North America), Newsletter Editor, Membership Secretary and Website developer.

* A new Swan SG logo has been designed by Oscar Langevoord.

+ A Swan SG website is in development, for launch in 2016.

The latest international census of migratory Bewick's Swans (NW European Population) and Whooper Swans (Icelandic
Population and Mainland Europe Population), generally held at 5-year intervals, was undertaken in January 2015. Counts
extended to include the Caspian Population for both species, to determine any range shifts particularly for Bewick's Swans
which are currently of conservation concern.

Several activities were taken forward by the Bewick’s Swan Expert Group (BSEG), in accordance with key actions
identified within the African—Eurasian Migratory Waterbird Agreement (AEWA) Bewick's Swan Action Plan, including:

* A questionnaire was developed (under AEWA guidelines) and circulated to BSEG members and AEWA focal points for
each of the range states, to record national actions undertaken under the auspices of the Bewick’s Swan Action Plan.

* Collaborative research programme was developed for analysis of UK and Dutch ringing/resightings data to determine
changes in Bewick’s Swan distribution and demography.

+ GPS/GSM loggers were fitted to Bewick’s Swans caught in Britain to describe their flight-lines in relation to wind farm
development. Also to 6 birds caught on the Yamal Peninsula to determine for the first time the wintering areas for swans
from this part of the Russian arctic.

* A special session on implementation of the Bewick’'s Swan Action Plan was convened at the “Waterfowl of Northern
Eurasia: study, conservation, and sustainable use” conference, held in Salekhard, Russia, in December 2015.
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IMPACT ON CONSERVATION

Information from the Bewick's Swan tracking study will be used to inform appropriate siting of turbines (i.e. to reduce
collision risk) within offshore wind farm sites in British coastal waters, as part of the UK government's Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) programme for offshore energy development.

Methods for reducing the risk of swans colliding with man-made structures were also described in the final report of a study
on swan and goose flight behaviour in the vicinity of power-lines, undertaken for Electricity North West Ltd. in 2014.

Issues raised during the Bewick’s Swan session of the Salekhard conference were included in the Conference Resolution
(http://onlinereg.ru/salekhard2015/resolution_eng.pdf). In particular, the conference recommended taking the measures to
preserve the Bewick’s (Tundra) Swan in the Russian Federation indicated in the AEWA Bewick’s Swan Action Plan. These
measures included minimizing losses due to poaching, and social surveys are now underway in 2016 in order to
understand the motivation underlying illegal shooting and to identify robust practical solutions to this issue.

FUTURE GOALS & ACTIVITIES

Main activities specific to the Swan SG scheduled for 2016 are as follows:

« Compile and publish Swan News 12

« Complete development and launch the Swan SG website

+ Identify the reasons underlying the decline in the NW European Bewick’s Swan Population

» Determine the motivation for and solutions to the illegal shooting of swans

» Convene conservation workshops and swan festivals in Bewick’s Swan range stages for the as part of the "Flight of the
Swans" initiative (https://fots.wwt.org.uk/), including a hunters’ workshop in the Russian arctic, conservation workshops in
Estonia and Lithuania, a scientific meeting in the Netherlands, and outreach programmes in Poland and Belgium.
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Whooper Swans (Cygnus cygnus) in Finland © Juha Soininen-WWT
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